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 What’s up witches? I hope you all enjoy this spooky 
Halloween issue as much as we enjoyed making it! In this 
issue you will find articles on Venom and other scary 
movies, serial killers, the Salem witch trials, and more! I 
believe there is something that will interest everyone’s 
tastes. Thank you for reading and I hope you all have a 
safe, fresh and fun Halloween! 

Sarah Dezio
Buzzworthy 
Business
Director

 Hi Halloweeners! I am so excited for this issue of 
The Buzzworthy! Despite being the biggest scaredy-cat 
and only attending one haunted hayride in my entire life, 
I love Halloween. It gives everyone an excuse to get cre-
ative and unleash their inner witch, zombie or vampire.  
If this issue spooks you into wanting to write for The 
Buzzworthy, contact one of the Directors to find out how! 
We are always looking for more people to write. It also 
counts as on-campus internship hours! 
 I hope you all enjoy this issue as much as the next 
Halloween junky. Let’s get spooky! 

 Hey Bona’s! Are you as excited as me for spooky 
season? This issue is dedicated to the greatest holiday in 
the world, Halloween! Learn about serial killers as well as 
reflecting on the latest, greatest movies and music of this 
generation! Dust off your best costume and get ready to 
read about everything witchy. Hope y’all enjoy this issue 
of The Buzzworthy!
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Letter from the Station Manager

Happy Halloween, Bonnies!

 Not only is it finally flannel but it’s crazy the se-
mester is almost over with. We have a lot of fun spooky 
things planned for the station in celebration for our 70th 
anniversary. We recently had an in-studio interview with 
Young Rising Sons, making the track to Bonaventure 
in-between tours, as well as Steve Noonan stopping by 
talking about his latest work and his time as Prince’s en-
gineer (that’s right Purple Rain Prince). We have another 
indie artist visiting our studios November 15, Alexi Par-
aschos, and a battle of the bands planned for later this 
spring! 
 On October 19-20, WSBU took our airwaves down 
to broadcast live from the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, 
not only making station history, but St. Bonaventure 
history as well. We are the first college radio station to 
broadcast live in-studio for the last decade, and during 
that time we had several surprise guests sit in, as well as 
once in a lifetime giveaways you didn’t want to miss!  
 The last time WSBU made the trip down to Cleve-
land was in 1998 in celebration of our 50th anniversary 
and we were very excited for the opportunity and expe-
rience.  
 We have been undergoing some major chang-
es in technology as well in the WSBU Studios. We are 
currently upgrading our system to a brand-new state of 
the art program that would put The Buzz back to num-
ber one in the nation. So, to all you loyal listener stayed 
tuned, and to all our dedicated DJ’s we can’t wait to 
show you what’s coming when the new systems finally 
installed. 
 But until then, keep that dial and 88.3 and we 
hope you enjoy this Spooktacular issue of The Buzzwor-
thy!

Steve Wilt
Station  

Manager

Steve Wilt
Station Manager 88.3 WSBU
wiltsa16@bonaventure.edu
Studio: (716) 375-2332
https://wsbufm.com/



What is the best halloween movie? 
The people have spoken! 

 This month, I spent 
some time asking people 
what their favorite Hallow-
een movies are. I narrowed it 
down to eight choices, four 
of which were more aimed 
towards “family friendly” 
Halloween movies and the 
other four were tradition-
al, scary movies. The family 
movie category included 
“Halloweentown,” “Hocus Po-
cus,” “It’s the Great Pumpkin 

Charlie Brown” and “Casper.” 
I personally am not a fan of 
scary movies, but I asked 
around and narrowed down 
the scary movie category to 
“Halloween,” “The Shining,” 
“Psycho” and “Night of the 
Living Dead.” 
 Once I narrowed it 
down, I decided to format 
the competition like a sports 
bracket. I went about the 
voting by using Instagram 

polls on my story. Before I 
release the results, I would 
like to thank everyone who 
took the time out of their 
week to vote on the stories!  
 The Elite Eight began 
with “Halloweentown” and 
“Hocus Pocus.” This result 
shocked me. Halloweentown 
won with 53 percent and 
Hocus Pocus lost with 47 
percent. I would like to take 
another second to ques-
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tion everyone who voted 
because Hocus Pocus is a 
classic, and I am offended. 
 The second round was 
between “Charlie Brown” 
and “Casper.” “Casper” won 
with 57 percent and left 
“Charlie Brown” in the dust 
with 43 percent. Once again, 
I disagree with the outcome. 
“Charlie Brown” is a classic, 
and I have so many child-
hood memories watching 
this film with my Dad grow-
ing up. I am all for any sea-
sonal Charlie Brown special. 
They are “feel-good” films. 
 For the first round of 
the scary movie category, I 
paired “Halloween” against 
“The Shining.” “Halloween” 
took the win with 56 percent 
and “The Shining” lost with 
44 percent. “Psycho” was 
then paired against “Night of 
The Living Dead.” No sur-
prise here that “Psycho” won 
with a whopping 77 percent, 
and “Night of The Living 
Dead” barely reached 23 
percent. 
 Moving on to the Final 
Four, “Halloweentown” took 
out “Casper” with a shock-
ing 73 percent. “Halloween” 
kicked “Psycho” to the curb 
by winning 60 percent of the 
votes. 
 The championship 
round led me to believe 
that people prefer more 
light-hearted, family-orient-
ed Halloween movies. “Hal-
loweentown” achieved 70 
percent of the votes, leaving 
“Halloween” with 30 percent.  
 The people have spo-
ken. Scary movies are all fun 
and games (probably not 
the best phrase, but you get 

what I mean), but classic 
Halloween movies that don’t 
make you constantly think 
of Jason hiding behind the 
shower curtain are the way 
to go. So, this Halloween, in-
stead of screaming in terror 
and hiding under your bed 
sheets watching scary mov-
ies, turn on a classic Hallow-
een film and just enjoy the 
month of October while you 
get in the Halloween Spirit.
 

 
Sarah dezio

Buzzworthy Business
Director
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the stigma and sexualization around 
halloween costumes

 Halloween is a holi-
day full of tricks and treats, 
spooks and creepy fun. One 
of the best parts of this holi-
day is that anyone can dress 
up as whatever or whoever 
they want to be. The pos-
sibilities are endless. Now, 
as wonderful as this is, it 
does have some drawbacks. 
Every year, there is stigma 
surrounding Halloween cos-
tumes, and misjudgment is 
inescapable. Whether some-
one’s getup of choice is ste-
reotypical, offensive or “too 
revealing,” there is debate 
each year on which cos-
tumes are not appropriate. 
 First and foremost, far 
too many people criticize 
women for the costumes 
they wear on Halloween. 
There are a few points to 
state about this. No woman 
can be defined by what she 
chooses to wear at any time 
during the year, let alone one 
night. Condemning them for 
their costumes gives into the 
misogynistic attitude that 
women are asking for ha-
rassment, when really, they 
want to feel comfortable in 
their bodies (and around 
men). 
 There is also the com-
monly overlooked factor that 
the supply of female adult 
costumes sold by companies 
generally tend to be sexual-
ized. For example, when you 
walk into Spirit Halloween 
or any other costume shop, 
you’re bound to see a wom-
an’s “sexy police” costume 

next to a man’s normal po-
lice costume. You will likely 
not see a normal woman’s 
police, nurse, firefighter or 
any other well-known oc-
cupation costume. It seems 
there is an unspoken rule 
that women should always 
be alluring, and this is es-
pecially promoted by the 
costume industry. Even if 
there were more options in 
Halloween stores, women 
should be able to dress the 
way they want without rid-
icule. Covering up will not 
grant any liberty or make 
them feel like equals. 
 Another issue is the 
portrayal of mental disor-
ders. Mental patient cos-
tumes are not only a thing, 
but they’re usually presented 
as being scary or sexy. Along 
with this, stereotypes for all 
cultures and parodies of cur-
rent political situations are 
displayed each year. While 
some people believe it’s 
fine as long as people know 

these depictions are not 
realistic and are meant to be 
taken light-heartedly, others 
argue that it is insensitive to 
joke about people struggling 
with mental illness or show 
any kind of prejudice. These 
types of costumes have 
been around for a long time, 
and there is growing discus-
sion on whether or not they 
are potentially harmful. 
 If you plan on cel-
ebrating this Halloween, 
which I highly encourage, be 
safe and dress up the way 
you want to dress. Be mind-
ful and courteous of those 
around you, and have fun. If 
you’ve got it, haunt it. Hal-
loween is one of the great-
est days, and it only comes 
around once a year, so enjoy, 
and keep it wicked.

Vanessa Donadio
Contributing Writer

6 WSBUTheBuzzworthy.com



Dead and Company’s tour hits the spot
 The lawn is filled with 
middle-aged people, some 
wearing tie-dyed tee shirts 
and others wearing authen-
tic tee shirts from Grateful 
Dead concerts gone by. The 
parking lot features a few 
Volkswagen vans, painted on 
the sides, remnants of the 
prime era for the Grateful 
Dead. Stickers of the signa-
ture multi-colored bears are 
stuck on many bumpers and 
car window. Above, the sun-
set paints streaks of orange, 
pink, and purple across the 
sky as the familiar sound 
of a familiar Grateful Dead 
anthem, “Truckin’,” plays 
through the speakers, as the 
audience catches a glimpse 
of Bob Weir’s figure on the 
screen on either side of the 
stage. 
 Former Grateful Dead 
members Mickey Hart, Bill 
Kreutzmann and Bob Weir 
take the stage with easy 
posture and the natural 
demeanor that comes with 
over 50 years of perform-

ing experience. New to the 
scene, though, are John May-
er on guitar, Otis Burbridge 
on bass and Jeff Chimenti on 
keyboards. 
 Though this resurged 
version of the Grateful Dead 
brings in a huge pack of 
loyal Deadheads, the new 
additions, particularly May-
er, capture the interest of a 
younger crowd, as well. A 
row of young fans lines the 
barricade that separates 
the lawn from the rest of 
the amphitheater, a crew of 
youthful believers swaying 
along to the distinct sound 
of the past.  
 Dead and Company’s 
summer 2018 tour was a 
smash-hit, and the shows 
were eclectic events. The 
songs were perfect for an 
easy, breezy summer eve-
ning with friends or family. 
To hear the mix of the origi-
nal Grateful Dead members 
with their newest recruits 
was an amazing experience 
for true Deadheads, and 

watchers raved about the 
concert as they streamed 
out of the amphitheater.  
 The rustic sound of 
the Grateful Dead’s popular 
hits, such as “Here Comes 
Sunshine” and “Tennessee 
Jed,” were enriched by May-
er, Burbridge and Chimenti’s 
sounds. With Mayer on gui-
tar and the occasional vocal 
entrance, the sound, though 
still uniquely centered 
around the Dead, finds a 
new path that intrigues even 
casual indie rock listeners.  
 Dead and Company’s 
summer 2018 tour was a hit 
among lifelong fans and new 
fans alike, with outdoor am-
phitheater shows, complete 
twilight dancing, feathers 
in the hair, a sea of tie-dye 
and a sea of voices floating 
above hands swaying along 
to the beat of nostalgia.

meghan hall
Contributing Writer
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Killers who 
inspired “killer” songs

Most of the names on this list are ones that can be 
deemed infamous, as I have a difficult time saying 
they are famous.  The likes of the Milwaukee Can-
nibal and the Night Stalker cannot be looked upon 
fondly, but that doesn’t mean their crimes and 
their psyche aren’t up for discussion. The atro-
cious acts of these killers spark interest as they 
make the average person wonder, how can a hu-
man being like oneself cause such violence? This 
interest not only catches the average person, but 
famous artists such as Lana Del Rey and Eminem. 
So, as we go through the names of six infamous 
killers, let us dive into the songs inspired by them.  
  

Amber Canbek
Buzzworthy Director
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Charles Starkweather 

 “Me and her went for 
a ride, sir, and 10 innocent 
people died,” sang Bruce 
Springsteen in the title song 
of his 1982 solo album, Ne-
braska. The song follows the 
1958 killing spree of Charles 
Starkweather that took place 
in Nebraska and Wyoming, 
alongside his teenage girl-
friend, Caril Ann Fugate.  
 Growing up, Stark-
weather was one of seven 
children. He suffered from 
a speech impediment and a 
mild birth defect that made 
his legs misshapen, both of 
which led to Starkweather 
being bullied in school. 
In 1956, he met 13-year-old 
Fugate, the younger sister of 
someone he previously dat-
ed. He dropped out of high-
school and began working at 
a newspaper warehouse that 
was near where Fugate went 
to school. 
 Due to a disagreement 
with his father, Starkweather 
was banished from the fam-
ily home. Around this time, 
Starkweather quit his job at 
the warehouse and worked 
for minimum wage doing 
garbage pickup. It was at 
this point when Starkweath-
er’s nihilistic views on life 
became overpowering, and 
he created the philosophy: 
“Dead people are all on the 
same level.” 
 Starkweather actu-
ally killed 11 people, though 
Springsteen omitted Stark-
weather’s first victim in 
1957. The victim was Robert 
Colvert, who refused to sell 
Starkweather a stuffed ani-

mal on credit.  Starkweath-
er’s response was a bullet to 
Colvert’s head. 
 Over a month later in 
1958, Starkweather went to 
Fugate’s home and killed 
her mother, stepfather and 
two-year-old sister, hiding 
the bodies behind the house.  
Starkweather claimed Fu-
gate was there the entire 
time, but Fugate stated that 
when she arrived home, 
Starkweather was there with 
a shotgun and told her that 
her family was held hostage.  
 Starkweather and Fu-
gate later went throughout 
Nebraska and Wyoming, kill-
ing and robbing seven more 
people, until a deputy sheriff 
in Wyoming caught Stark-
weather red-handed. Stark-
weather accused Fugate of 
stabbing one of the victims 
multiple times, shooting one 
in the head and performing 
a coup-de-grace on the last. 
Fugate claimed she never 
killed anyone. 
 Judge Harry A. Spen-
cer did not believe Fugate 
was held hostage, as she had 
many chances to escape. 

Starkweather stated he be-
lieved if he were to get the 
death penalty, Fugate should 
join him.  
 Starkweather was 
tried and found guilty of one 
murder, and then sent to the 
electric chair in 1959. Fugate 
spent 17 and a half years in a 
correctional center until she 
was paroled.  
 In a letter to his par-
ents, Starkweather wrote 
that he was not sorry for 
what he did. Springsteen 
reflected this in the lyrics: 
 “I can’t say sorry for 
the things that we done/At 
least for a little while, sir, me 
and her, we had some fun.” 
 More songs that are 
inspired by and reference 
to Starkweather include the 
song “Nebraska” by Nicole 
Dollanganger and “We Didn’t 
Start the Fire” by Billy Joel. 

Richard Ramirez

 This is a list of serial 
killers who inspired songs, 
but for Richard Ramirez, also 
known as “the Night Stalk-
er,” the song inspired the 
killer.  When Ramirez left his 
AC/DC hat at the scene of 
a murder in 1984, the band 
was demonised by the press.  
An LAPD officer claimed 
that during his confession, 
Ramirez hummed “Night 
Prowler.” 
 After Ramirez’s crimes 
came to light along with his 
eerie moniker, “Night Prowl-
er” lyrics took on a new 
meaning: “‘Cause no one’s 
gonna warn you/And no 
one’s gonna yell attack/And 
you don’t feel the steel/Till 

Caril Ann Fugate and Charles 
Starkweather, a murderous pair. 
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it’s hangin’ out your back.” 
 Despite these daunt-
ing lyrics, songwriter Mal-
colm Young claimed they 
were innocent.  
 Ramirez terrorized 
the Los Angeles and San 
Francisco areas as his home 
invasions, rapes and murders 
became public from June 
1984 to August 1985. He was 
an avowed Satanist who 
never showed any remorse 
for his crimes, saying, “Luci-
fer dwells in us all.” 
 One song inspired 
by Ramirez is “Going Going 
Gone” by American thrash 
metal band, Exodus. “Two 
things I can’t ignore/Dark 
nights and an unlocked 
door,” are just a couple of 
lyrics relating to the crimes 
of Ramirez. 
 Ramirez killed at night 
time and was known for en-
tering houses with unlocked 
doors.  Many people today 
consider the 80s a time 
when people could keep 
their doors unlocked, but 
Ramirez’s crimes proved this 
to be untrue. Today, stud-
ies have shown that people 
don’t answer the door unless 
they’re expecting someone 
and tend to religiously lock 
their doors every night. It 
doesn’t seem to surprising 
that more gruesome crimes 
like Ramirez’s happened in 
the 70s and 80s than they 
do now. 
 Other songs inspired 
by or referencing Ramirez 
include “Killer” by King Di-
amond, “Richard Ramirez 
Died Today of Natural Caus-
es,” by Sun Kil Moon and 
“Acosador Nocturno” by 

Soulfly. 
 The serial killer died 
of natural causes while on 
death row in California.  

Charles Manson

  Charles Manson not 
only inspired songs, but 
wrote them as well.  Some-
thing that many people 
don’t know about Manson is 
that he actually wrote a song 
for The Beach Boys. One of 
Manson’s many composi-
tions was “Cease to Exist,” 
which The Beach Boys took 
the lyrics from and used in 
their song “Never Learn Not 
to Love.” 
 Considering Manson 
was a cult leader, some of 
the lyrics took a different 
meaning after the Tate and 
LaBianca murders: “Cease 
to resist, come on say you 
love me/Give up your world, 
come on and be with me/I’m 
your kind, I’m your kind and I 
see.” 
 In the late 1960s 
Manson formed a hippie 
cult/commune in Califor-

nia, which was dubbed the 
“Family.” Before the Family 
formed, though, Manson was 
an ex-convict who spent 
time in multiple correctional 
institutions. Before the mur-
ders, he was a struggling 
artist trying to make it big.  
 By chance, he met 
Dennis Wilson of the Beach 
Boys, whom he and the 
Family ended up living with. 
Manson preached to his 
followers about “Helter-Skel-
ter,” taken from a line from 
a Beatles’ song of the same 
name, which he thought was 
a harbinger of an impending 
race war.  
 Upon the instruction 
of Manson, the Family mur-
dered Gary Hinman in 1969, 
and later gained notoriety 
for the murder of the preg-
nant actress, Sharon Tate 
and four others in her home, 
including Abigail Ann Folg-
er, the heiress to the Folger 
coffee company, and Jay 
Sebring. They then went 
on to kill Leno and Rose-
mary LaBianca the next day. 
Family members were also 
responsible for thefts and 
other assaults, including the 
attempted assassination of 
President Gerald Ford. 
 During the Tate mur-
ders, Family member Susan 
Atkins wrote “pig” in blood 
on the front door. After the 
LaBianca murders, anoth-
er Family member, Patricia 
Krenwinkel, wrote “Rise,” 
“death to pigs” and “Hel-
ter-Skelter” in blood on the 
walls. If it weren’t for the 
blood on the walls, the two 
crimes would not have been 
associated with one another.  

Pregnant actress, Sharon Tate, and Jay 
Sebring in August 1969.
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 These writings inspired 
the artist Lana Del Rey in 
her songs “Freak” and “Her-
oin.” In the song “Heroin,” 
Del Rey sings: “Topanga is 
hot today/Manson’s in the 
air/And all my friends have 
come/’Cause they still feel 
him here.” In the bridge of 
the song, Del Rey cries in a 
crazed reverie, “Somethin’ 
bout this sun has made the 
kids get scary/Oh, writin’ in 
blood on my walls and shit/
Like, ah, oh my God/Jumpin’ 
off from the walls into the 
docks and shit.” 
 The last line of the 
song is in reference to the 
death of Dennis Wilson, who 
in a drunken stupor, jumped 
off of the docks of the Ma-
rina Del Rey and drowned 
to death. It was said Wilson 
was never able to fully recov-
er from the coverage of him 
housing the Manson family. 
 Manson and the Fami-
ly inspired other songs such 
as “Bloodbath in Paradise” 
by Ozzy Osbourne, “Death 
Valley ‘69” by Sonic Youth, 
“Revolution Blues” by Neil 

Young and many more.  
American singer, Marilyn 
Manson, combined his stage 
name with Marilyn Monroe 
and Charles Manson, who he 
considered to be two Ameri-
can icons. 
 For more information 
on Manson and the Fami-
ly, I suggest listening to the 
podcast “You Must Remem-
ber Manson” by Karina Long-
worth.   

Ted Bundy 

 “Camera got them 
images/Camera got them 
all/Nothing’s shocking.../
Showed me everybody/Na-
ked and disfigured,” are the 
beginning lines of “Ted, Just 
Admit It…” by Jane’s Addic-
tion, from their album Noth-
ing’s Shocking. 
 When songwriter 
Perry Farrell was a kid, noto-
rious serial killer Ted Bundy 
was making the headlines. 
Shortly before being execut-
ed for his crimes, Bundy told 
his attorney that when he 
was younger he’d read crime 

novels and comics depicting 
scenes and pictures of sexu-
al violence and maimed bod-
ies.  This discussion inspired 
the song.
 Before his execution 
and after a decade of deni-
als, Bundy admitted to 30 
homicides that he commit-
ted in seven states between 
1974 and 1978, though it is 
believed the number of ho-
micides is actually higher.  
 Bundy was known 
for being a smoothtalker 
with the ladies, as he often 
lured them to their eventual 
death with his charm. This 
charm was noted in the song 
“Blow” by Tyler, The Cre-
ator. Tyler stated, “The song 
“Blow”… [is] from the mind 
of Ted Bundy, the way he 
got females with his charm, 
the smooth way that he got 
it… I wrote that song from 
that mindstate.” 
 The lyrics in the song 
are just one big reference 
to Bundy and his mindset 
with lyrics such as “Lure her 
with expensive dinners and 
a nice bracelet/Leave the 
bitch breathless, what the 
bitch don’t know is that/I’m 
a mothafuckin’ sellout and 
a rapist” and “Lord, you’re 
so pretty, lying in my arms/I 
just got one request, stop 
breathing.” 
 Lil’ Kim even tied 
Bundy, Manson and serial 
killer Jeffrey Dahmer into her 
Nicki Minaj diss track, “Black 
Friday”: “I’m Charles Manson, 
you don’t stand a chance 
with her/Jeffrey Dahmer, 
and you lookin’ like lunch to 
me/’Bout to kill all you bitch-
es like Ted Bundy.” 
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 After luring his victims 
to isolated areas and killing 
them, he occasionally visit-
ed the scenes for hours at a 
time, where he would groom 
and perform sexual acts on 
the decomposing corpses 
until destruction by wild 
animals made it impossible.  
He decapitated 12 of the 
victims and brought some of 
the heads home as memen-
tos. On a few occasions, he 
broke into victims’ homes 
and bludgeoned them to 
death.   
 Bundy was incarcer-
ated in Utah in 1975 for ag-
gravated kidnapping and 
attempted criminal assault. 
During his incarceration, 
authorities began to at-
tach Bundy to a longer list 
of crimes. Facing murder 
charges in Colorado, Bundy 
escaped prison twice and 
committed three more mur-
ders before being captured 
in Florida in 1978. He was ex-
ecuted in the electric chair in 
1989, and it’s been rumored 

that he died with a smile on 
his face. 
 Zac Efron will be star-
ring as Ted Bundy in the 
upcoming 2019 thriller “Ex-
tremely Wicked, Shocking-
ly Evil and Vile.” Images of 
Efron in character next to 
photos of Bundy show an 
eerie resemblance between 
the two. 
 Other songs about or 
referencing to Bundy include 
“Ball” by T.I., “Stay Wide 
Awake” by Eminem, “We 
Want C*nt” by Jeffree Star 
and more.
 In the words of Bun-
dy, “We serial killers are your 
sons, we are your husbands, 
we are everywhere. And 
there will be more of your 
children dead tomorrow.”

David Berkowitz

 Also known as the 
Son of Sam, David Berkow-
itz pleaded guilty to eight 
separate shootings in New 
York City during the summer 
of 1976. He killed six people 
and injured seven. Berkowitz 
elicited the biggest manhunt 
in NYC, mocking the police 
through enigmatic letters 
and threatening to kill again, 
which was heavily publicized 
in the press.  His crimes were 
notorious, not only in the 
city, but worldwide.  
 Daryl Hall from Hall 
& Oates once read an arti-
cle after Berkowitz’s arrest 
claiming that their song 
“Rich Girl” had motivated 
him to murder. Hall & Oates 
later reflected on this in 
their 1980 song, “Diddy Doo 
Wop”: “Oh, I must have hurt 

someone/It’s dark in Sub-
way Station/Gimme place 
to hide/Oh, I hear the voices 
deep inside.”
 The voices referenced 
is the demon Berkowitz 
claimed to be telling him 
to commit to these terri-
ble crimes. The demon was 
allegedly manifested in the 
form of a dog, “Harvey,” who 
belonged to his neighbor, 
“Sam.” He was convicted of 
murder in the second de-
gree and attempted murder 
in the second degree and 
was incarcerated in the state 
prison.  
 Throughout the in-
tense media coverage of 
Berkowitz’s crimes, trial and 
imprisonment, Berkowitz 
seemed to enjoy the atten-
tion. Due to this, New York 
State Legislature enacted 
new legal statutes, later 
dubbed “Son of Sam Law,” 
created to prohibit criminals 
from making money off of 
the publicity of their crimes. 
The laws were later deemed 
unconstitutional. 
 Berkowitz has been 
incarcerated since his ar-
rest in 1977 and is currently 
serving six consecutive life 
sentences.  In the mid-1990s, 
he amended his confession 
and claimed he had been a 
member of a violent Satanic 
cult and he did not act alone 
in the murders, according 
to CBS News. An investiga-
tion in 1996 took place af-
ter these claims, but it was 
inconclusive.  
 Other songs refer-
encing and drawing inspi-
ration from Berkowitz and 
his crimes include “Looking 

Ted Bundy is the most notorious serial 
killer in the U.S. mainland, killing 36+ 
women and escaping prison twice. 
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David Berkowitz, also known as the Son of Sam, elicited the biggest manhunt in 
NYC. Still alive today, he plead guilty and confessed to his crimes.  

Down the Barrel of a Gun,” 
by the Beastie Boys and 
“Son of Man,” by Marilyn 
Manson, among others.  Ber-
kowitz was even mentioned 
in the premiere episode of 
the second season of Rick 
and Morty. 
 Hall & Oates also refer 
to the next serial killer I will 
be discussing next in the lat-
er lines of “Diddy Doo Wop”: 
“Charlie liked the Beatles 
(ahh)/Sam, he liked Rich Girl 
(bitch girl).” 
 

Jeffrey Dahmer 

 Notoriously dubbed 
as “the Milwaukee Cannibal,” 
Jeffrey Dahmer has also 
been dubbed “Rap’s Favorite 
Serial Killer,” and rightfully 
so, as the depravity of his 
crimes has inspired more 
songs than any other known 
killer. Eminem alone has 
written four rap songs about 
Dahmer.  
 Dahmer was a serial 
killer and sex offender who 
committed the rape, murder 

and dismemberment of 17 
men and boys from 1978 to 
1991. His first murder hap-
pened in his childhood home 
in Ohio in 1979 to hitchhiker 
Steven Hicks, who Dahmer 
bludgeoned and strangled 
with a dumbell. He dissected 
Hicks’s body in a crawl space 
and spread the remains in 
throughout his backyard. Af-
ter this first murder, Dahmer 
was disgusted with him-
self and vowed to never kill 
again. He kept this promise 
to himself for nine years. 
 During the time be-
fore his well-known killing 
spree in Milwaukee, Dahmer 
went to Ohio State Universi-
ty briefly, enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and was stationed in 
Texas and Germany.  Later 
he was deemed unsuitable 
for military service and end-
ed up being discharged due 
to his severe alcoholism.  
 Later on, in his own 
words, Dahmer drank heavily 
to numb himself and drink 
himself into oblivion to avoid 
the sexual thoughts he had 

including death and human 
viscera. 
 When he relocated 
to Milwaukee, Dahmer lived 
with his grandmother while 
working at a blood plasma 
center for 10 months.  Short-
ly before losing his job, he 
was arrested and convict-
ed for indecent exposure.  
 He later found a job 
at the Ambrosia Chocolate 
Factory, where he would 
work the evening shift.  Mar-
ilyn Manson wrote a song 
titled “Choklit Factory,” in-
spired by Dahmer’s peculiar 
job.  A high school photo 
of Dahmer was used as the 
album cover. 
 The killing spree be-
gan in 1987. Dahmer rented a 
room in the Ambassador Ho-
tel and brought Steven Tu-
omi, 25, back with him from 
a bar.  According to Dahmer, 
he had no intention of killing 
Tuomi and does not remem-
ber ever killing him. The 
next morning, Tuomi was 
beneath Dahmer, black and 
blue, beaten to death. Later, 
Dahmer was not charged 
with Tuomi’s murder, as 
Dahmer has no memory of 
the incident.  
 He committed 15 more 
murders, some of them 
taking place in his grand-
mother’s home before she 
told him he could not live 
there anymore. He later 
moved to Apartment 213 on 
924 N. 25th Street in Milwau-
kee. “213” by Slayer gives 
reference to the apartment 
and the house of horrors 
Dahmer created while liv-
ing there: “The excitement 
of dissection is sweet/My 
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skin crawls with orgasmic 
speed/A lifeless object for 
my subjection/An obsession 
beyond your imagination.” 
An obsession beyond our 
imagination could be con-
sidered an understatement. 
Dahmer wanted complete 
control over a sexual partner, 
who would be his and his 
alone. Once his victims want-
ed to leave his presence, 
Dahmer laced their drinks 
with sleeping pills so he 
could have complete control. 
He drank until he became 
numb enough to kill them. To 
him, killing was a means to 
an end, and not the point of 
excitement. 
The corpses were mutilated, 
violated and disrespected 
in the most gruesome way. 
He had sex with the men’s 
viscera and preserved body 
parts for use later, even cut-
ting off one of their faces to 
use as a mask. Shortly be-
fore getting caught, Dahmer 
ate the flesh of a few of his 
victims. Regardless of the 

long list of how he violated 
the bodies, nothing seems 
to pale when compared with 
cannibalism. Though he only 
ate the flesh of three of his 
victims, Dahmer became 
known as a cannibal, and 
that was what defined him 
until the day he died.  What 
drove him to eat his victims 
was not even the taste of 
flesh, but simply wanting 
them to be a part of him.  
 After he was arrest-
ed and convicted, Dahmer 
confessed to all of his crimes 
in detail and accepted death 
openly. He was later blud-
geoned with a piece of gym 
equipment by a fellow in-
mate, ironically, considering 
he killed his first victim with 
a piece of gym equipment. 
 To this day, Dahmer’s 
psyche remains a mystery 
as people still do not know 
what happened in his child-
hood that made him have 
disturbing thoughts. 
 In Eminem’s “Brainless” 
he raps about being bul-
lied. Though in high school 
Dahmer had a fan club, he 
was bullied, with people call-
ing him “Dumber.” Eminem 
raps, “Something’s wrong 
with my head/Just think if I 
had a brain in it, thank God 
I don’t/’Cause I’d probably 
be Dahmer,” suggesting if he 
had a brain, he would com-
mit horrible crimes similar to 
Dahmer. 
 Macabre, an extreme 
metal band, dedicated their 
entire album, Dahmer, to the 
killer, each song depicting a 
factor of his life. 
 Recently, the comic 
My Friend Dahmer, written 

by high school acquaintance, 
Derf Backderf, became a 
film, with Disney star Ross 
Lynch taking on the role 
of Dahmer. The comic and 
movie depicts Dahmer’s life 
in high school and at home 
up until the point of him 
picking up Hicks. The film 
and comic show that you 
can have empathy for a per-
son up until a point.  
 Other songs that are 
about or reference Dahmer 
include “Cannibal” by Kesha, 
“Dancin’ Dirty” by Ludac-
ris and Chris Brown, “Dark 
Horse” by Katy Perry, “Dirty 
Frank” by Pearl Jam, “I’m On 
It” by J. Cole, “Must Be The 
Ganja,” “Psychopath Killer,” 
and “Things Get Worse” by 
Eminem and many, many 
more.  

In high school, Dahmer was a class 
clown. His pranks became known as 

“Doing a Dahmer” amongst students. 

Dahmer refused to wear his glasses in 
court as he could not face the victims’ 

families. 
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The true story of salem, massachusetts
 This fall break, I was 
one of the hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans that 
traveled to Salem, Massachu-
setts to learn about witches 
and all things scary in one of 
the most haunted towns in 
America. 
 Salem, or as a lot of us 
like to call it “Spookytown,” 
is most well-known for being 
the home of the infamous 
Salem Witch Trials, which 
took place in 1692 and 1693, 
where more than 200 inno-
cent people were accused of 
practicing witch craft, result-
ing in 20 executions. 
 The witch trials were 
the deadliest witch hunt in 
the history of the U.S., but 
why was witchcraft such a 
big issue to begin with? Sim-
ply put, people were afraid 
of what they didn’t know. 
 In the 1600s, a war 
on witchcraft broke out 
throughout Europe. People 
were worried about immoral, 
ungodly practices, claiming 
that witchcraft was the dev-
il’s work. This thinking start-
ed to make people worried 
as others thought witches 
should pay for their sins. 
From the mid-17th century 
on, the hunt started to die 
down overseas as it began it 
in the American colonies. 
 In Salem specifically, 
accusations started flying 
around by neighbors, class-
mates and co-workers, say-
ing the people they don’t like 
are the ones doing the un-
just acts. Arguments about 
property rights, grazing and 
the Church turned acquain-

tances into enemies, pitting 
them against each other. 
Little quarrels quickly ac-
celerated in the small town. 
Since Salem was started by 
very religious, conservative 
Puritan leaders, many people 
were quick to grasp onto the 
accusations as truth. 
 In February 1692, two 
children, Betty Parris, age 9, 
and her cousin Abigail Wil-
liams, age 11, began to have 
epileptic fits. During the fits, 
they threw things through-
out the room, contorted 
their bodies in strange po-
sitions and uttered terrible 
noises. Although these girls 
were related to a minister, 
when doctors couldn’t figure 
out what was wrong with 
them, people were quick to 
assume that these girls were 
afflicted by witchcraft. The 
doctors and the rest of the 
community assumed that 
Sarah Good, Sarah Osborne, 
and Tituba affected these 
girls among others. Some 
people believe major family 
feuds started the trials and 
these specific allegations. 

 The witch accusations 
attacked those who could 
not properly defend them-
selves in a court of law. Many 
people who were accused 
were either former inden-
tured servants, poor or those 
sick or mentally ill. 
 These three women 
specifically were outcasts 
among the villagers and they 
were left to defend them-
selves. After days of interro-
gations, these three women 
were sentenced to jail, and 
they were eventually hung 
for their supposed “crimes.”
 The accusations didn’t 
stop there, though. That 
year, there were four execu-
tion dates: June 10, July 19, 
Aug. 19 and Sept. 22. 19 peo-
ple were sentenced to death 
in 1692 because they could 
not defend themselves. 
 In the following year, 
even more people were put 
on trial for being witches, 
being sentenced to jail and 
waiting for the moment they 
would be told that they, 
too, would be sentenced to 
death. 
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 While many innocent 
people were tried in the 
Essex County court, it is 
now believed that no ac-
tual witches were caught 
during the trials.  Instead, it 
is thought that all the actual 
witches pinned the crimes 
either on other people or 
snuck below the radar. 
The witches have been 
told to have outsmarted 
the system, getting away 
with all their crimes in 
the 1600s. 
 Unlike today, all 
the evidence that was 
given was testimonial. 
There was no proof of 
any witchcraft among 
any of the accused. 
 Among testimo-
nies, one of the methods 
they used to assume that 
someone was a witch was 
by making what was called 
a “witch cake.” This white 
magic concoction of rye 
meal and urine was fed to a 
dog, and it was believed that 
once the dog started eating 
it, any witches around would 
feel immense pain. Cries of 
pain would identify someone 
as a witch.
 Another test they 
would use in court was the 
touch test. It was believed 
that if someone was hav-
ing a fit and the witch that 
caused it touched them, the 
person would be back to 
normal, and the witch was 
sentenced to have commit-
ted the crime. 
 And, just like in today’s 
world, people got petty. 
When one person would be 
tried as a witch, they would 
claim that other people were 

witches, too, in order to be 
given less of a criminal treat-
ment or to take down those 
who the person didn’t like. 
 In total, 19 people were 
hung between the two years 
and one person, Giles Corey, 
was pressed to death after 
refusing to plead. At least 

five other people died in jail 
because of the trials.
 The main judge in 
the trial who never repent-
ed for his actions was John 
Hathorne, grandfather of 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, the 
famous author. It is said that 
Nathaniel added the W in his 
last name to separate him-
self from his grandfather’s 
actions. He was embarrassed 
to be a part of the family 
who would not repent after 
committing such heinous 
acts as hanging innocent 
people. 
 Salem isn’t known for 
just the trials, though. Na-
thaniel Hawthorne’s House 
of the Seven Gables, which 
he bases his book off of, 
was owned by his cousin in 
Salem, as well. People go to 
Salem to tour this legendary 
home as well as to go to see 
the Witch House and the 

cemetery where Nathaniel’s 
family and the witches are all 
buried. 
 Salem is also home 
to a famous building from a 
horror book: The Crucible. 
The Crucible, which took 
place during the time of the 
Salem Witch Trials, focuses 

around those during the 
time who were being 
accused. This famous 
house that much of the 
book occurs in is known 
for its black exterior and 
bright red door, which 
are prominently seen 
right by The House of 
The Seven Gables. 
Even with all the liter-
ary references, people 
will always associate 
this spooky town with 

witches. During the Hallow-
een season, people across 
the globe travel to Salem to 
celebrate, party and reflect 
on the crimes that occurred 
on the land. Locals get into 
the spirit by showing movies 
and music that is considered 
scary, but nothing comes 
close to that of Salem’s his-
tory.
 Wherever you go 
during Halloween in Salem, 
people wear their witch hats 
to honor those who lost their 
lives. It’s their ways of saying, 
“I stand with you,” and we 
are all victims when losing 
that many innocent lives.

Buzzworthy
Assistant 
Director

Natalie 
forster
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Some of the Graves of those who lost their 
lives During the Salem Witch Trials
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A ‘Venom’ Review: Villainous or heroic? 
 Marvel recently re-
leased its first ever villain/an-
ti-hero movie two weeks ago 
and it is proving to be anoth-
er Marvel success story. Ven-
om debuted on Oct. 5 with 
some mediocre reviews by 
critics. Rotten Tomatoes rat-
ed it a rotten 31%, IMDb gave 
it a 7.1 out of 10 and Metacrit-
ic gave it a 35%. Despite this, 
Venom took a 
huge bite out of 
the box office 
during its open-
ing weekend 
making $80 mil-
lion domestically. 
Initial estimates, 
according to Box 
Office Mojo, were 
at $55-60 mil-
lion; the Friday 
night opening 
garnered $32.3 
million alone.  
 The prob-
lem that many critics cite 
with the film is that Venom 
can’t really stand alone. He 
needs Spiderman in order to 
make him relevant. I couldn’t 
disagree with this more and 
I’m sure I’m not alone with 
this opinion. Venom has 
appeared as a standalone 
character in numerous com-
ics and has been published 
in his own titles, the newest 
of which is actually based on 
the movie and comes as an 
exclusive deal to moviego-
ers.  
 The first Venom title, 
Venom: Lethal Protector, 
was published in January 
1993 and written by Venom 
co-creator David Michelinie. 

The story began the charac-
ter’s transition from unam-
biguous villain to anti-hero 
and introduced the symbiote 
offspring (Scream, Phage, 
Riot, Lasher and Agony), 
who would reappear in Mar-
vel comics. This is most likely 
while some feel that Ven-
om can’t appear in a mov-
ie, show, or comic without 

Spiderman. Venom has only 
relatively recently been writ-
ten as an anti-hero and thus 
is still thought of as solely 
a villainous character, and a 
villain can’t appear without a 
hero, it’s just not good story-
telling.  
 As for Venom’s char-
acter in Venom, he full heart-
edly lives up to the anti-hero 
character seen in the com-
ics. For most of the movie 
he’s either biting people’s 
heads off, throwing cops 
around and causing massive 
destruction to the city of 
San Francisco. At one point 
in the movie we even learn 
that Venom had broken his 
deal with Eddie Brock, the 

protagonist, and was simply 
using him for a means to 
an end, slowly killing Brock 
in the process. Brock finds 
out about this and is able to 
remove Venom from him-
self, thus changing Venom 
from the protagonist to the 
antagonist. It isn’t until Ven-
om saves and reunites with 
Brock that he becomes the 

protagonist 
again, deciding 
to save earth 
when before 
he was going 
to destroy it. 
This is unique 
symbolism and 
really plays into 
the symbiotic 
relationship be-
tween Venom 
and Brock. 
 All of the 
actors did in-
credibly well in 

their performances, especial-
ly Tom Hardy who not only 
resembles Eddie Brock, but 
really made the character re-
latable. This no doubt brings 
a sigh of relief to many fans 
who are still reeling from the 
whole Topher Grace Venom 
from Spiderman 3. Hardy 
looks like and plays Brock 
well, so much so that the 
character will no doubt make 
it into the greater Marvel 
Cinematic Universe.  
 There is only one 
problem I have with the 
movie, and that is the mo-
tivation for Venom to move 
from villain to anti-hero. In 
the movie he says that Brock 
changed his mind, but this 

18 WSBUTheBuzzworthy.com



simply makes no sense as 
Brock didn’t say anything 
that would’ve motivated 
Venom to save the earth at 
any point in the movie. In 
fact for the most part Ven-
om and Brock were running 
around beating people up 
and making funny banter. At 
no point did it come across 
that Brock was changing 
Venom, and it was only a 
couple of scenes before 
this one that it was discov-
ered that Venom was killing 
Brock from the inside. This 
can be chalked up to simple 
lazy storytelling or trying to 
progress the story in a timely 
matter. Whatever the case 
is, it simply does not fit with 
the anti-hero persona trying 
to be portrayed in the Movie.  
 Other than that, Ven-
om is another great Marvel 
movie and I recommend it to 
all who like superhero mov-
ies (ironically), and casual 
moviegoers. 

Brendan 
O’Leary

Contributing Writer
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