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 Hello dear readers! I cannot believe this is the last 
issue of The Buzzworthy for the fall semester! It’s been 
so much fun creating content for you all and I can’t wait 
for next semester. I hope you all enjoy reading this issue 
and if you’re interested in writing and getting on-campus 
internship hours, email me at canbekam16@bonaventure.
edu. 

Sarah Dezio
Buzzworthy 
Business
Director

 Hello loyal readers! The time has come to say 
goodbye to 2018. This semester was a blast, to say the 
least. From becoming the Buzzworthy Business Director 
to going to Cleveland to celebrate WSBU’s 70th anniver-
sary, I have enjoyed every step of the way. 
 I am so thankful for the Buzzworthy. It has allowed 
all of us to look at the last semester, and even the last 
year, and appreciate all that has happened in pop-culture.
 I hope everyone has a very merry holiday season! 

 Hey guys! It’s finally finals season. With Christmas 
and New Year’s Day approaching, and holiday break, 
there is so much to look forward to, even though being 
swamped with work may be difficult. Instead of looking 
forward toward exams and the holidays, let’s look back 
on the wonderful music, movies and other things that this 
semester and this year have brought us. We hope you 
enjoy this issue of The Buzzworthy!
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Letter from the Station Manager
Happy Holidays, Bonnies! 

 Not only is the snow temporarily gone, but so 
is the semester. I can’t tell you how amazing and how 
grateful I am for every opportunity WSBU has passed 
my way this year. I couldn’t think of a better way to 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the station then all the 
amazing trips and upgrades we accomplished this year. 
From not only making school history, but college radio 
history attending Superbowl LII Radio Row, flying down 
to the NCAA and taking the Buzz back down to Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame; one thing is for sure, we always 
make the most of every opportunity.  
 We have been making some major equipment up-
grades in the station and I’m happy to say our new sys-
tem is arriving any day now, which mean all you groovy 
DJ’s can return to the air as soon as we return back! 
Not only are we now the top three radio station in the 
nation, but we have the most state-of-the-art system in 
radio ready to be used at your disposal. Be sure to look 
out on all our media for our General Interest Meeting 
and be sure to get involved if you haven’t already. On 
top of the new system we have some interesting things 
planned to be added to the studio, from vinyl players to 
a podcasting space, so be sure to look out! 
 I’m ecstatic to tell you I’ll be returning to WSBU 
as Station Manager in 2019 and man, do we have some 
things cooking. On top of bringing the Buzz back down 
to Cleveland, our sports department will also be tak-
ing the trip down to Atlanta, Georgia to Superbowl LIII. 
We also have some fun and exciting in-house events 
scheduled from in-studio performances to interviews 
you wouldn’t believe. A Battle of the Bands is also in 
the works for February, so if you’re interested in getting 
involved, or just helping out, please come see us! 
 With 2019 on its way it’s time we have to say 
goodbye to some seniors leaving us. Yoselin Person 
(news director) and Matt McKenzie (music director). 
We can’t thank them enough for all the hard work they 
have put into WSBU and although they will be leaving 
us, they will always be a part of our family. Thank you 
for everything you have done we wouldn’t be the same 
without you! 
 But until then, keep that dial on 88.3 and we hope 
you enjoy this special year in review issue of The Buzz-
worthy! 

Steve Wilt
Station  

Manager



young rising sons on air 

I emailed the tour manager of indie/alt band 
Young Rising Sons with the hopes of getting a 
phone interview with them, and I would have been 
more than happy with just that. By some crazy 
miracle, however, this three-piece band along with 
their tour manager and a couple of others drove 
their big touring van to St. Bonaventure University.

They were traveling from their show in Toronto 
the night before to a show in Cleveland the next 
day, and they were totally down to take a bit of a 
detour to Olean, New York along the way. Vocalist, 
guitarist, and pianist Andy Tongren, bassist Julian 
Dimagiba, and drummer Steve Patrick made their 
way up the Reilly Center stairs with me and Steve 
to our campus radio station, and I was still pro-
cessing the fact that they were actually willing to 
drive through the hills and the weird farm towns 
to get here. Being able to do a live interview with 
them was a truly incredible experience. They are 
all great guys, and it was an interview that I will 
never forget.

Julia ambrose
Indie/Alt 

Programming 
Director
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So, you guys are coming 
from a show last night, you 
have a show tomorrow, and 
you have an interview to-
day. Do you guys ever have 
a real day off to yourself, 
other than traveling? 

Andy Tongren: Yeah, usu-
ally, at least when we’re on 
the road. Days off are pretty 
much just traveling. In the 
last few runs that we’ve had, 
we’ve done a lot of really, 
really long drives. Usually on 
off days we’ll try and go see 
a movie or something to just 
kind of relax and get out of 
the headspace of this whole 
thing a little bit. I mean, we 
got into this business of 
music because we love it so, 
even if we do have a true 
day off I think we’d still be 
working on music in some 
capacity. 

Steve Patrick: I also just 
think in the modern age of 
music, you can’t get away 
from working, pretty much 
ever *laughs* ‘Cause I’ll look 
over, I’m like, ‘Andy, why are 
you so stressed out?’ He’s 
like, ‘Look at the email,’ and 
there’s like 500 things that 
he has to respond to, and so, 
you know, we always have to 
kind of dive into everything, 
so I feel like we never have 
a true, true day off, but we 
do our best. We’ll like check 
out for three hours and not 
listen to anyone or do any-
thing, we’re gonna go watch 
a movie and chill. 

AT: Yeah, going to movies is 
one of my favorite things to 
do on tour because you lit-

erally can’t have your phone 
out. 

Are you guys going to get 
time off after these last cou-
ple shows or are you head-
ing back to other things? 

AT: I think Boston is the last 
show that we have and then 
we’re diving right back into 
the studio and writing a lot 
more. I think this is probably 
the last string of shows that 
we will have for this year, but 
we’ll probably be back out 
early next year, when the 
weather allows it, and put-
ting some new music out! 

And you guys released two 
new songs recently, “SAD” 
and “Scatterbrain.” Those 
are very good! I watched 
the music video for “SAD” 
and I am just loving that. 
Did you guys have anything 
to do with the music video? 

AT: We did everything our-
selves! We actually filmed it 
on my iPhone. We got spe-
cific iPhone gimbals which 
basically steady the phone, 
and we shot it with that and 
edited it in iMovie and it kind 
of like— 

SP: We’re basically a walking 
Apply campaign right now! 

AT: But yeah, there were 
a lot of passes on it, but it 
came together in the end. 

Low budget, convenient, 
that sounds good! 

AT: Yeah! I think we spent 
ten dollars on it total and it 

was to buy the masks… and 
that was it. 

SP: I also just think, too, for 
us it’s important to do stuff 
ourselves because we kind 
of realized, in this industry, 
that if you want something 
done right, you just have to 
do it yourself. 

AT: Yeah, over the years 
we’ve become more and 
more of, I guess self-con-
tained, if self-contained is 
the right word for it. Just 
about everything we do, 
whether it’s the production 
side and recording songs 
and even up to our lighting 
on stage, it’s pretty much all 
done in house. We kind of 
keep it all just the three of us 
that do everything. 

Do you mind talking a little 
bit about when the band 
was formed, how you guys 
got together and how you 
got to be where you are 
today? 

SP: So, Julian and I used to 
play in, basically, rival bands 
in our hometown, and I feel 
like we both went through 
multiple renditions of bands. 
Julian was convinced that I 
hated him, which I still don’t 
believe… So, then finally the 
bands that we were in end-
ed and I was just like, “Look, 
I’m gonna start a new band 
with that guy because he 
seems like he really knows 
what he’s doing and he really 
seemed driven.” We started 
a band together and real-
ized, “Oh yeah, uh, we don’t 
sing at all, we’re terrible at 
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this… We should proba-
bly find somebody.” And 
then we walked into a 
bar in New York around 
that time and Andy was 
there playing acous-
tic and singing and we 
were like, “That’s the guy, 
that guy’s amazing!” We 
started practicing with 
him and then just every-
thing kind of clicked and 
we sort of moved for-
ward from there. 

And since then you guys 
have clearly done a lot! 
I know you guys have 
been able to tour with 
The 1975, Halsey, I men-
tioned earlier off-air that 
I saw you with The Kooks. 
Are there any bands that 
you really clicked or vibed 
with?  

AT: So, Halsey, we actually 
wrote a few songs with her 
before that tour. It was kind 
of funny. She was actually a 
fan of one of my old bands, 
years and years ago. She 
was at one of our shows 
and came up afterwards 
and was like, ‘Hey, I really 
like you guys. I want to be 
an artist. Do you have any 
tips?’ Years later we wound 
up writing songs together 
and obviously going on tour 
together and it was amaz-
ing. That was very special, 
we shared a bus with her. 
Ashley [Halsey’s real name] 
is just a cool person. So, that 
was a fun one. Olivver The 
Kid was on it as well. He was 
the first of three, and we love 
Bryan, [Olivver The Kid’s real 
name – former drummer of 

The Neighbourhood] he’s a 
sweetheart. That was a re-
ally good, kind of like, fam-
ily vibes tour. I mean all the 
tours we’ve gone on we’ve 
been really fortunate to be 
a part of, and we’ve gotten 
the opportunity to tour with 
some really special artists. 

I’m always interested to 
hear from bands just weird 
and strange experiences on 
tour or during concerts. Do 
you guys have any? 

SP: We have a lot of random 
ones. We played a show in 
Chicago a few years back, 
I think this was actually on 
the Halsey tour. On stage we 
wear in-ear monitors, and 
we were sound checking and 
only had a finite amount of 
time to sound check. In your 
monitors you get the drums, 
the guitar and everything on 
stage, so you get a mix di-
rectly in your ear so you can 
hear what’s going on. Our 

monitor guy was like “So ev-
eryone’s good, right?” And I 
guess my equipment wasn’t 
working to begin with, and 
the only thing I could hear 
in my ears, I guess because 
the channel that something 
was on, was a pilot landing 
a helicopter. And I could 
hear him talking and going 
through everything and I’m 
sitting there like “Am I going 
crazy right now? Like there 
is something horribly wrong 
here, don’t hear snare 
drum… hear a pilot… Any-
one?” So, I think that was 
kind of a weird one. 

AT: We got a beer thrown 
on us in, what was it, in East 
Lansing, Michigan I think? 
And we have a lovely crew. 
At the time it was our tour 
manager or stage manager, 
he like had tunnel vision to 
the dude who had thrown 
the beer and jumped off 
stage and went and—what 
was the specific wrestling 
move that he was put into? I 
can’t remember. 

Julian Dimagiba: It was a Full 
Nelson. 

*everyone laughs* 

AT: And we were in the mid-
dle of a song when we got 
hit with it, and somehow it 
managed to hit all of us. It 
like bounced... 

SP: Which is amazing. I don’t 
know how. The physics of 
that just don’t add up. 

AT: And my peddle board is 
still sticky from it. That was 

(From left): Julian Dimagiba, Julia 
Ambrose, Steve Patrick and Andy Tongren 
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fun to watch as we were 
mid-song just covered in 
beer 

Did you just keep going? 
Were you able to ignore 
it or were you like, ‘Oh my 
God? Someone just threw a 
beer at me?’ 

AT: I think I said something, 
but I can’t remember it off 
the top of my head. In retro-
spect its funny. I don’t think 
I want it to happen again, 
though, but… 

When I saw you guys in 
concert it was all of the 
songs like “High,” “Turnin’,” 
and now you have “SAD,” 
you have “Whiskey” and all 
those songs, and they’re 
two different sounds. I know 
you guys had a bit of a hia-
tus going on a couple years 
back. Was it that, or what 
transitioned your sound 
from what it was to what it 
is now? I mean, they’re both 
good, obviously, but what 
was that transition? 

AT: Yeah, as far as the hi-
atus goes, I suppose you 
could say it was a little bit 
forced, because we were in 
the process of a change with 
our label situation, and there 
were just some legal issues 
that had to be sorted out. 
While we will forever appre-
ciate “High” and love that 
song and what it did for us, I 
think there’s sort of like this, 
I don’t want to say it’s naive-
ly optimistic, but I feel like 
those songs kind of lacked 
really covering the entire 
spectrum of human emotion. 

There were a lot of import-
ant issues to us that we felt 
we weren’t acknowledging, 
like addiction, depression, 
those things, and we’ve all 
experienced that and we 
know a lot of other people 
who have as well. It’s some-
times hard to find a voice for 
that, so we wanted to ac-
knowledge it and let people 
know that if they’re going 
through something like that, 
that they’re not alone. We 
wanted to actually tackle 
some serious stuff. So, that’s 
where “SAD” and “Whiskey” 
come from. 

Just listening to the lyrics of 
“SAD,” I was like ‘Wow…they 
wrote a song about me?’ I 
feel like it’s a song that es-
pecially a lot of college stu-
dents can be like, ‘Yeah, this 
is my mood 24/7.’ 

AT: Yeah, I mean, 
everybody’s sad and 
it’s fine. I think we’ve 
come a long way 
in terms of talking 
about it and address-
ing it in the public 
setting, but it’s still 
something that’s real-
ly stigmatized, I think. 
We wanted to have a 
voice and let people 
know that it’s okay 
to speak out and talk 
about your feelings. 

So, what music are 
you guys into now? I 
always wonder what 
bands are actually 
listening to, because 
it’s probably not 
their own stuff. 

AT: We listen to a lot of 
different stuff. We’re all over 
the place. 

SP: I’ve been listening to 
Gregory Allen Isakov. He has 
a new album out and it’s 
amazing. I feel like touring is 
extremely stressful and we’re 
in the van all the time, just 
kind of hoping that we don’t 
crash because driving those 
things are terrifying. So, I feel 
like the best thing you can 
do is listen to calming music 
in those situations. 

AT: I listen to a lot of classi-
cal music, and I guess Steve 
didn’t realize that. He recent-
ly got in the car while I had 
classical music on and he’s 
now convinced that I’m a 
serial killer. 

Young Rising Sons during their interview with 
Indie/Alt Programming Director, Julia Ambrose, in 

the WSBU The Buzz station. 
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SP: I don’t know, because 
it seems like a very Dexter 
thing to do… 

I was gonna say, yeah, that’s 
a direct relationship- classi-
cal music and serial killers. 

AT: But yeah, I think I like it 
for the same reason Steve 
likes his. 

SP: There’s a lot of crazy 
stuff going on in the world, 
you might as well take a mo-
ment to just relax. 

Going forward, you guys 
are obviously going to keep 
writing music. When you 
guys get to going back on 
tour and doing the whole 
traveling thing, what kind of 
artists would you love to go 
on tour with? 

AT: The 1975 tour was re-

ally special because their 
fans are insane—in the most 
beautiful way possible. It is 
just really cool to see peo-
ple’s love for music and see 
it transcend just one art-
ist. Every show kids ran to 
the front of the stage, right 
when doors opened. They 
were just excited to hear mu-
sic. So, really any artist with 
that kind of fanbase, like 
Twenty-One Pilots or The 
Neighbourhood, they just 
have very, very reactive fan-
bases and people who like 
music. As long as we’re get-
ting the opportunity to play 
our music in front of people I 
think we’ll be happy. 

Going off what you said, 
does it ever get to be too 
much, now that you real-
ize you’re no longer that 
neighborhood band playing 
at bars? You have to travel; 

you’re in Cleveland, you’re 
in Toronto…It’s a lot of trav-
eling. Does it ever get to be 
too much? 

AT: We love it *laughs.* It’s 
exhausting, and it is nice to 
be home when we get home 
for maybe a day or two, but 
after that day or two we’re 
ready to bounce, peace out, 
and hit the road again. I feel 
like this is sort of our bread 
and butter and we start-
ed playing music because, 
well, we like to play music! 
We just kind of feel at home 
when we’re doing this.” 

I know a lot of people, in 
this studio even right now, 
are musicians. What do you 
have to say to those people 
who are in their early 20’s 
trying to make something of 
themselves? 

AT: Don’t quit, just keep go-
ing! You never know what’s 
going to be the one big 
catalyst in your life that kind 
of propels you forward onto 
the next thing. We’ve had a 
lot of moments where we 
wanted to stop doing this 
just because it’s a lot and it’s 
stressful and it’s hard, but 
we’ve kept going. The best 
things take time.

(From left): Dimagiba, WSBU Station Manager, Steve Wilt, Steve Patrick and 
Andy Tongren 
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Rock is back 
 Neil Young used to 
talk about how rock would 
never die and for a while, it 
certainly seemed dead. The 
late 2000’s to the mid-2010’s 
seemed to be a dead period 
for rock. There were no new 
breakout stars or any real 
substantial rock and roll. Pop 
punk was big and most con-
ventional rock bands like Ma-
roon 5 and Fallout Boy had 
switched over to pop. There 
was no trajectory for good, 
old-fashioned rock and roll. 
It seemed to be dwindling, 
only kept alive in the indie 
music scene. Occasionally 
you had some good releas-
es, like Royal Blood or even 
some My Chemical Romance 
songs, but the rock of ages 
was tumbling down and the 
rolling stone was coming to 
a slow. Rolling Stone mag-
azine covered pop and rap 
more and more, rock artists 
were never booked as top 
billing acts. There wasn’t a 
true Rockstar alive.  
 However, it seems we 
are about to experience a 

rock renaissance akin to the 
early 1990’s where we saw 
the shift from stadium rock 
bands like Van Halen and 
Bon Jovi to the alternative 
scene pioneered by grunge 
artists like Nirvana and Pearl 
Jam. This set off a great 
decade of music, with rock 
heroes like Radiohead, the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers and 
The Cranberries all coming 
out of that great decade. 
Now, some new frontrunners 
have emerged to lead us into 
a golden age of guitar riffs 
and splitting vocals. 
 Enter Greta Van 
Fleet, a band from Michigan 
named after an old Dutch 
lady. These guys are being 
billed as the second coming 
of Led Zeppelin. It’s easy to 
see why, with vocalist Josh 
Kiszka sounding almost 
identical to Robert Plant’s 
high and heavy screams and 
shouts. Guitarist and brother, 
Jake Kiszka, obviously has a 
lot of Jimmy Page influence 
is his bluesy riffs and really 
brings his talent to front of 

the stage. The drums are su-
perb and the bass is sublime. 
Their new album, Anthem of 
the Peaceful Army is already 
a massive hit on streaming 
platforms, garnering great 
reviews from Rolling Stone 
and shooting up the charts. 
This only goes to prove the 
staying power of great rock 
and roll. I look forward to 
seeing these guys someday, 
if I ever can get tickets! Their 
recently announced tour 
has already sold out many 
venues, even with high tick-
et prices! I hope these guys 
keep rocking and show the 
world just what they’ve got. 
 Let’s also take a look 
at The Struts, a group that 
has been around for a little 
longer. They recently went 
on tour for the Foo Fighters 
as their opening act, which 
is no small feat. These guys 
can really rock. Their song 
“One Night Only” really has a 
lot of classic Queen vibes. If 
you haven’t had a chance to 
check them out, don’t miss 
out! They can really play.  
 Rock is back, ladies 
and gentlemen, and I’m set-
tling in for the ride. I really 
want us to get back to that 
great sound and we are tak-
ing all the right steps to get 
back. It’s gonna be a good 
decade, you just wait and 
see.

zach stryffeler
Music Director
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Best Local concerts of 2018
 2018 was a great 
year for the local music 
scenes surrounding the St. 
Bonaventure community. 
Bonaventure is in an ideal 
location, being around two 
hours away from Syracuse, 
Rochester and Buffalo, pro-
viding great access to see 
some of the best touring art-
ists the music business has 
to offer. 
 I was able to travel to 
some exciting venues that I 
hadn’t yet been to, such as 
the Spark Art Space in Syra-
cuse and Anthology in Roch-
ester. Both locations provide 
great atmospheres for their 
growing local scenes. 
 It would be wrong to 
talk about local venues with-
out mentioning the opening 
of Buffalo’s newest music 
venue, the Rec Room, that 
would fill the gaping hole 
left behind after the clos-
ing of the beloved Waiting 
Room. The shows that I was 
able to catch proved the Rec 
Room’s great potential in the 
Buffalo music community. 
 How could I talk about 
2018 and not reminisce on 
the memories of the last 
cross-country Vans Warped 
Tour? The disappearance of 
the tour will leave a major 
hole in the summer of all  
punk teens in the U.S. The 
yearly task of picking my 
favorite shows of the year 
is always a burden because 
each show has something 
special to offer. Bands such 
as Neck Deep, Real Friends, 
and The Story So Far, all 

making huge appearances at 
the Town Ballroom in sup-
port of their new albums, in-
stantly makes it hard to pick 
just one. Then bands such as 
Gideon and Super Whatevr, 
with their impressive and 
intimate performances only 
make things harder. 
 After much debate 
and consideration, I have 
chosen my top three shows 
of the year. However, this 
is not a list of my favorite 
bands, it is a list of shows 
that I believe even without 
knowing the bands, you 
could still have a great time 
at. With 2018 having such a 
strong roster of shows, 2019 
will definitely have its work 
cut out if it wants to top this 
stacked year. 

Vans Warped Tour 
(Darien Center, NY) 

The summer of 2018 would 
mark the end of an era by 
holding the final cross-coun-
try Vans Warped Tour. Start-
ing in 1995, and spanning 
over 24 summers, the tour 
influenced not only genera-
tions of fans, but music as a 
whole. 
 By bringing in acts 
such as Knuckle Puck, All 
Time Low, As It Is and Bowl-
ing for Soup, Warped Tour 
would end on an exception-
ally high note. I have attend-
ed the tour for the past 4 
years religiously and looked 
forward to it more than I did 
for my own birthday, so to 
say I am sad would be an 
understatement.  The Vans 

Warped Tour is a breeding 
ground for not only new 
music but new ideas as well. 
By hosting a whole slew of 
bands from a wide variety of 
genres, providing a home for 
organizations to spread their 
message and ideas and even 
having a reverse daycare for 
the parents to hang out in, 
the Tour has something for 
everyone. 
 However, the ending of 
the Vans Warped Tour pro-
vides an exciting new oppor-
tunity for bands of all sizes 
to try to fill the hole created 
by the tours absence. Also, 
with 2019 being the would-
be 25th anniversary of the 
tour, it puts the possibility of 
Vans Warped Tour related 
events on the horizon of the 
eagerly awaiting fans.

Bumpin’ Uglies 
(Buffalo Ironworks, 

Buffalo, NY)
This was an amazing show 
for a whole bunch of rea-

Jesse Barnnett of Stick To Your Guns live 
at Anthology in Rochester. Photo taken 

by Chandler Poczciwinski.  
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sons. One major reason was 
that it was my first time at 
Buffalo Ironworks and I can 
also say it will definitely not 
be my last! Their outdoor 
patio, upstairs viewing area 
and huge floor provide mul-
tiple concert experiences. 
This show was also my first 
reggae experience so I didn’t 
really know what to expect 
going into it. 
 However, the local reg-
gae scene blew me off my 
feet, by not only being super 
engaged in the show, but 
also by being the friendliest 
crowd that I have ever expe-
rienced. As a concert pho-
tographer, you sometimes 
have to get in people’s way 
to get the perfect shot and 
not everyone likes that. Yet, 
the friendly reggae crowd 
seemed honestly happy that 
I was there to capture and 
report on the scene that 
they call home. 
 Finally, the main event 
of the evening, Bumpin’ Ug-
lies, would play an unbeliev-
able hour and a half long set, 
spanning multiple albums 
and EPs. I was also able 
to catch up with the band 

before they played their set 
and one really interesting 
thing that they shared was 
how they change up their 
sets for each show, even 
shows on the same tour. 
 “We change up our 
set for a couple of reasons, 
one being that we realized 
fans were no longer coming 
to a single show, they were 
coming to blocks of shows, 
so we wanted to make sure 
those dedicated fans weren’t 
seeing the same show each 
night. Another reason is be-
cause it is boring to play the 
same set each night,” said 
lead singer Brandon Hardes-
ty. 
 Everything from the 
venue, the fans, and the 
band made this night obvi-
ously worthy of a spot on 
this list.

Counterparts 
(Rec Room, Buffalo)

This was one of the first 
shows that Buffalo’s newest 
venue, the Rec Room, would 
host. This show was so re-
cent after the opening of the 
venue, that alcohol wasn’t 
even served because of the 

venues lack of liquor license. 
However, don’t let that fool 
you into thinking that the 
show was ruined, because 
Counterparts brought a 
handful of new songs off 
their recent release Private 
Room, and a wide variety 
of bands to support them. 
This variety of bands from a 
range of genres is what real-
ly set this show apart. 
 Varials would start 
off the night with their 
heavy hitting breakdowns 
and groovy beats. Yet, after 
Varials, Have Mercy, the emo 
rock band, brought a differ-
ent vibe to the party that 
would have the entire crowd 
singing along. 
 Next, the spoken word 
rock band, Being As An 
Ocean, would pick things 
up again, with front man 
Joel Quartuccio spending 
more time in the crowd than 
on the stage. Finally, Coun-
terparts would end off the 
night on an especially high 
note with new songs and old 
favorites for their fans listen-
ing pleasure. This interesting 
tour bill of bands is some-
thing relatively new. Usually 
bands tour with other bands 
who have a similar sound. 
However, with the ending of 
Warped Tour, that brought 
bands of all genres together. 
We might begin to see more 
of these genre branching 
tours in the near future.

Neck Deep live at the Town Ballroom in Buffalo. Photo taken by 
Chandler Poczciwinski.  

Chandler 
Poczciwinski

Assistant Production 
Director
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WSBU takes on the rock and roll hall of Fame
 20 years ago, our 
fellow WSBU alumni made 
the two-hour and 51-minute 
drive to the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in Cleveland, 
OH in celebration of the 
50th anniversary of WS-
BU-FM. Now, fast-forward to 
October 19, 2018. The cur-
rent Board of Directors did 
the same thing in celebration 
of our 70th anniversary.
 It was Friday, October 
19, around noon when all 
the board members began 
to get out of class and get 
all last-minute necessities 
together before hitting the 
road. Bags were packed, 
cars were filled with gas, 
road snacks were purchased 
and the board made their 
way to Cleveland. The near-
ly three-hour drive flew by 
knowing that WSBU would 
be broadcasting live from 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame the next day.
 Upon planning the trip, 
Steve Wilt, Station Manager 

of WSBU, planned the live 
broadcast with coordinators 
from the Rock Hall who were 
shocked that a college radio 
station wanted to broadcast 
live. This hadn’t been done 
in ages and they were more 
than happy about the re-
quest. 
 Once everyone arrived 
at the hotel, each person got 
settled in their rooms and 
went out to venture the city. 
Some went shopping, some 
went to dinner and some 
were just thrilled to no lon-
ger be in the car. 
 All the board members 
woke up nice and early Sat-
urday morning and prepared 
for the day. Packed full of 
coffee, we made our way 
to the Rock Hall and were 
greeted with smiles and ex-
citement from the coordina-
tors who helped us put this 
plan to action. We got to set 
up our remote broadcast-
ing system right on center 

stage. Literally. They provid-
ed us with a table on their 
stage in their main lobby. 
 “This was the first time 
in quite a while we dusted 
off our Comrex system and 
gave it a go! With a team in 
studio and on-site, we were 
able to broadcast with lim-
ited interruptions for the 
day,” said Wilt. “The remote 
broadcasting system we use 
is a fairly simple device that 
uses a direct network signal 
to send our broadcast back 
to our home station in the 
Reilly Center room 210.”
 Once the system was 
up and running, shows be-
gan. Groups of board mem-
bers took their chance at 
broadcasting from a national 
museum that cherishes all 
music legends to have ever 
walked this Earth. 
 Show topics ranged 
from movies, pop-culture, 
musicians and bands. Steve 
Wilt and Rich Lee, a profes-

WSBU’s Indie/Alt Programming Director, Julia Ambrose, sitting on the iconic 
“Long Live Rock” sign outside of the Rock Hall. 

(From Left): Freeform/Classic Rock Pro-
gramming Director, Charlie O’Kunewick, 
Assistant Production Director, Chandler 
Poczciwinski and Buzzworthy Director, 
Amber Canbek, live from the Rock Hall.
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sor at the Jandoli school, 
kicked the day off with a 
stellar talk show. Nearly 
everyone broadcasted and 
it was potentially WSBU’s 
most listened to shows ever. 
The feedback from 
alumni, family and 
friends was uplifting 
and encouraging to 
all the members of 
WSBU. It was surre-
al to know that the 
station reached the 
number of people it 
did and that we have 
such a tremendous 
impact on our ded-
icated listeners, our 
family. 
Once the shows got 
off to a solid start 
and the system was 
guaranteed to be up 
and running for five hours, 
board members took off into 
the halls of the museum and 
explored the past times of 
the legends of music. 
 The museum itself 
consisted of Levels 0-6. You 
start your tour on level 0 
which is the main exhibit hall. 
Level 1 is the store and cafe, 
level 2 consists of sound 
booths where visitors can 
listen to music and explore 
the “Video Killed the Radio 
Star” exhibit. Level 3 is the 
Hall of Fame and the Power 
of Rock Experience in Con-
nor Theatre, level 4 includes 
the “Stay Tuned- Rock on 
TV” exhibit which continues 
through levels 5 and 6. On 
level 5 visitors will see the 
“Alan Freed Studio- Sirius 
XM” and level 6 closes out 
the museum with a contin-
uation of “Stay Tuned- Rock 

on TV” exhibit. There truly is 
something for everyone on 
these 6 floors of fame. 
The board members of 
WSBU all had some of their 
personal favorites from the 

museum. 
 “The most epic thing 
I saw was the original lyrics 
to ‘God Only Knows’ written 
by Brian Wilson,” said Alex 
Prusik, the production direc-
tor for WSBU. The interest-
ing part of the Beach Boys 
exhibit itself was that it has 
no clothing from Brian Wil-
son, but it has an outfit from 
every other band member. 
 “Playing pinball on a 
Tommy pinball wizard pinball 
machine,” was Julia Am-
brose’s, one of WSBU’s pro-
gramming directors, favorite 
part of the Rock Hall. 
 Zach Stryffeler, the 
WSBU music director, loved 
all of the memorabilia, espe-
cially the David Bowie out-
fits. 
 This trip to The Rock 
Hall was one that all of WS-
BU’s board members will 

never forget. Getting the 
chance to broadcast live 
from a place where all of 
music’s most well-known 
icons are honored is a once 
in a lifetime chance that 

WSBU, the nation’s 
number one college 
radio station in the 
nation, will treasure 
forever.
 “Cleveland was 
an amazing expe-
rience not only for 
those attending but 
all of those involved. 
It’s a once and a 
lifetime chance to 
get real-world expe-
rience on a nation-
al level,” said Wilt, 
“seeing everyone’s 

faces and reactions 
to their broadcast 

and museum really made 
it worth it in the end. The 
amount of outreach we had 
from listeners, parents, and 
attendees was immense-
ly positive and we’re very 
grateful for that.”
 Plans are already un-
derway for a potential trip 
again next year, according 
to Wilt, so stay tuned to see 
how you can be involved!

One of the phenomenal exhibits in the Rock Hall was the Jimi 
Hendrix exhibit, which displayed his stage outfits, guitars, 

childhood drawings and more. 

Sarah Dezio
Buzzworthy 
Business
Director
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Top Ten Songs  of 2018

1. “God’s Plan” by Drake

2. “Girls Like You” by Maroon 5

3. “I Like It” by Cardi B featuring Bad Bunny 
and J Balvin

4. “No Tears Left to Cry” by Ariana Grande

5. “In My Feelings” by Drake

6. “Psycho” by Post Malone

7. “Lucid Dreams” by Juice Wrld

8. “The Middle” by Maren Morris

9. “God is a Woman” by Ariana Grande

10. “This is America” by Childish Gambino
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1. “Black Panther”

2. “Avengers: Infinity War”

3. “A Star is Born”

4. “Incredibles 2”

5. “Deadpool 2”

6. “Mission Impossible: Fallout”

7. “Crazy Rich Asians”

8. “Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom”

9. “Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again”

10. “Love, Simon”

Top Movies of 2018
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Top Ten TV Shows of 2018

1. “The Handmaid’s Tale”

2. “Queer Eye”

3. “American Horror Story”

4. “Dear White People”

5. “13 Reasons Why”

6. “Jane the Virgin”

7. “Game of Thrones”

8. “Riverdale”

9. “This is Us”

10. “The Haunting of Hill House”
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Top Google Searches of 2018

1. Mac Miller ‘s Death

2. Donald Trump

3. Celebrity Engagements

4. Ariana and Pete Breakup

5.  Hurricane Florence

6.  In My Feelings Challenge

7.  Royal Wedding

8.  Winter Olympics 2018

9.  A Star is Born

10. Thank u, Next

Natalie forster
Buzzworthy
Assistant 
Director
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Top 20 albums of 2018

Ariana Grande – 
“Sweetener”

This was the obvi-
ous choice album for 

number one due to the 
fact that she was the 
most notable artist of 

2018. She brought back 
a more modern take on 
90’s pop and sticking to 
her own sound of music, 

while experimenting 
with new sound. 

1
The 1975 – “A Brief Inquiry 

into Online 
Relationships”

Their album was more experi-
mental to their own sound. 
Matty Healy has said that 
each of their albums have 
changed significantly and 

they each have a theme that 
has evolved with the band..

2
3 Florence + the Machine - 

“High As Hope” 

None of Florence’s albums are boring, 
and “High As Hope” is no exception. 
Stripped down and conversational, 
Florence still knows how to do an 

amazing anthem. 

Arctic Monkeys – “Tran-
quility Base Hotel & 

Casino” 

This album was well worth 
the wait. They hadn’t 

released an album since 
2013, and this album felt 

more mature, but still made 
music very much for the ra-
dio. This was just an overall 

fantastic album.

65

Bumpin’ Uglies – “Beasts of 
the East”

From acoustic, easy listening 
tunes such as “City by the Bay” 
and “Optimism in F#” to more 
rock n’ roll driven reggae jams 

such as “Crazy” and even reggae 
rap song “Hard Liquor”, there is 
literally a song for almost every 

music taste on this album.

       Death Cab 
for Cutie - 

“Thank You 
for Today” 

This band has 
been a favorite for 
many people. They 
showed that they 
still can make a 

sound that people 
enjoy without hav-
ing it become too 
redundant. It was 

another album that 
was highly antic-
ipated and didn’t 

disappoint.

     Eminem – 
“Kamikaze”  

This album will be 
remembered as a 
complete surprise. 

Dropped by Eminem 
a little after his rap 
feud with Machine 

Gun Kelly, he showed 
us that the rap god 
is still alive and well, 

and not willing to 
compromise his flow 
and style to fit todays 

mumble-rap.

7
8

Bohnes – “206: Act 2” 

Bohnes is a lesser known artist, 
but still had a really fantastic al-
bum this year. He used to be the 

front man of The Cab, but his 
sound has evolved since his solo 

career to fit a more emo R&B 
style. It brings a variety of that 

are more mainstream, but songs 
that also go back to his roots.

4

18 WSBUTheBuzzworthy.com



9

   Hayley Kiyoko – 
“Expectations”

Kiyoko has made a lot of 
groundbreaking achievements, 
so we couldn’t exclude her from 

this list. Not only is her music 
good, but she has served as a 

big icon for the LGBT communi-
ty. She has made a huge cultural 
achievement as well, which we 

feel needs to be noted.

  The Story So Far – 
“Proper Dose” 

Although this is a “pop punk” band, 
this album deserves to make the list 

because it differed from The Story So 
Far’s regular sound. They swapped 
their upbeat pop punk sound for 
a more meaningful and innovative 

album. The band grew along with this 
change.

10

 
Mac Miller 

“Swimming”

Mac Miller left us too 
soon and this was 
last work he left us 

with. Full of immense 
jazz rap qualities, 

the Pittsburgh native 
showed us that he was 

a unique artist, with 
a style that can’t be 

copied. The world is a 
worse-off place with-

out him.

11

12

   Janelle Monae – 
“Dirty Computer”

Even though her album is more 
typical pop than she is known for, 
the harmonies and synthesizers 

work in her favor, lingering beauti-
fully throughout both tracks. With 

her feminist views in check and fea-
turing incredible artists such as Zoë 
Kravitz and Grimes, Monáe created 

a masterpiece of self-love that is 
worth playing for days on end.  

Trophy Eyes – “The 
American Dream” 

Their album was a lot 
different than their 
previous ones. They 

stray away from their 
angrier sound and 

made something that 
was really raw and 
real, which is what 

music is about. They 
created an album 
that was just very 

different from other 
things on this list.

13 “They’re gonna 
try to tell you no, 
shatter all your 
dreams. But you 
gotta get up, and 
go and think of 
better things.”
 
– Mac Miller, 1992-2018

14

   Paul McCartney - “Egypt Station” 

The ex-Beatle gave us an incredible body of work, reminis-
cent of both his work in Wings and The Beatles. This album 

proved that older artists still have immense amounts of 
quality and talent that appeals to the younger generation.
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15

Post Malone - “Beerbongs 
and Bentleys”

 Post’s true introduction to 
superstardom, he dropped this 

album after a long time of antici-
pation, and it did not disappoint. 

Fusing grunge rock with trap 
and metal was unheard of, sort 
of reigniting a rock renaissance 
and pushing the boundaries of 
where rap stopped and rock 

began. This album is a titan of 
2018.

16

  Lil Wayne - “The Carter V”

Weezy finally got back into the rap 
game with this album, and he did 

not disappoint. He had taken a long 
hiatus, dealing with legal and health 

issues, but he came back in swinging. 
This album soared on the charts and 
was a staple on everyone’s playlists.  

17

  Beartooth – “Disease” 

We wanted to include a more metal 
album on this list and this one is more 

diverse than any of their previous 
ones. It has a lot of radio hits, while 
they remained true to their sound. 
Overall, it was just really well done.

20

The Struts - “YOUNG&DANGEROUS”

Glam rock heroes The Struts have been putting out great 
songs for a while now, helping Greta Van Fleet lead the rock 
resurgence. Drawing on inspiration from artists such as David 

Bowie and Queen, these guys are going to be around for a 
while.

18

LANY – “Malibu Nights” 

This album is the sophomore album for 
the alternative band LANY and it only 
took 45 days to write! This album gave 

the band a wider audience and they 
experimented with more vocally based 
songs, instead of instrumentals, which 

worked very well for them.

This Pale Fire – “Alchemy”

This is another underrated artist that 
we felt needed some recognition. This 
is a debut album and it is a beautiful 

acoustic singer/songwriter album that 
has been on repeat for us since it came 

out.

19
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‘Bohemian rhapsody’: A shame or shrine for the 
greatest front man in rock n’ roll

 Over the last weekend, 
I joyously got into my car 
and drove over to the local 
AMC theatre to see “Bohe-
mian Rhapsody,” which had 
been released Nov. 2. As 
some may know, there aren’t 
many Queen fans quite like 
me, nor are there many who 
know much of the history of 
the band like I do. So, I was 
more than ready to finally go 
see how Hollywood depicted 
the late Freddie Mercury and 
his uprising to stardom.   
 To start, as I indulged 

in my 15-dollar popcorn 
(ridiculous, I know) and 
the screen faded to black, 
I was shaking in my seat as 
“Somebody to Love” began 
playing on the surround 
sound of the theatre; off to a 
good start with that opening 
track. From there though, I 
did not like what immediate-
ly progressed. Regardless, I 
kept reviews I had read out 
of mind and attempted to 
relish in the movie as much 
as possible. 
 Following the open-

ing, I began with skepticism. 
Now, I may not know quite 
how long it took for Queen 
to rise to fame in the late 
‘70s, but from what the 
movie showed, it almost 
appeared that Roger Taylor, 
played by Ben Hardy, Brain 
May, played by Gwilym Lee, 
and of course, Freddie Mer-
cury, played by Rami Malek, 
went from not even knowing 
the style of how one other 
played, to become masters 
at blending their sounds. 
Bryan Singer, the director, 
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showed the band going from 
barely filling a crowd in a 
college auditorium, to selling 
out every pub in England 
in one year, divided by one 
single black-screen time 
lapse. I’d like to believe it 
took much longer than one 
year to get to a point where 
the band’s success was so 
noticeable. 
 On the contrary, the 
outgoing nature and ex-
perimentation that existed 
among the members of the 
band were phenomenal to 
see. From the throwing of 
speakers on a string in the 
recording studio, the blend-
ing of over 20 different 
Roger Taylor “Galileos,” to 
the crowd-stomping creation 
of “We Will Rock You,” it was 
great to see the chemistry of 
all the members understand-
ing each other’s individual-
ities. Although Freddie was 
always shown in the spot-
light, he allowed the creativ-
ity of his fellow members to 
shine and generate some of 
the best soundtracks in his-
tory. 

 If I may combat one 
major historical blunder 
the film tried to perceive, it 
would be that they identified 
Freddie signing a solo deal 
with CBS Records to make 
his studio album as the event 
that broke apart the band. 
However, let us not forget 
that Roger Taylor produced 
his own solo album “Life in 
Space” in 1981. This was four 
years before Mercury pro-
duced “Mr. Bad Guy” in 1985, 
which flopped miserably 
without the ingenuity from 
his former bandmates. The 
film made it seem, however, 
that it was Mercury’s self-
ishness that tore the band 
apart and not necessarily 
the egoism of the opposing 
members of the band. 
 All negatives aside, 
I did enjoy the movie as a 
whole. The soundtrack and 
the great choreography kept 
me excited throughout the 
entire movie. Applause to 
Singer and his crew for nail-
ing the “Live Aid 1985” con-
cert scene and all the glory 
that presided over Queen 
after the group’s 20-minute 
set. The romance kept emo-
tions in play, while the music 
and triumph kept the audi-
ence in awe over just how 
spectacular one band was 
and how long they contin-
ued to conquest on even 
into the newest of genera-
tions. 

Jonathan Clancy
Business Director
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