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Letter from the Station Manager

One belongs to New York instantly, one belongs 
to it as much in five minutes as in five years. 

-Tom Wolfe 

Looking back at CMJ after a solid week of trying (and 
failing, unfortunately) to catch up on sleep, is a little 
surreal. A week ago I started my day by eating tartar in 

a fancy steakhouse and this morning I grabbed a bagel from the Hickey, shoved it in a napkin, 
and went to my radio show. Needless to say, I’m kind-of missing New York City (though 
with the public transportation system shut down, 300,000 people evacuated, and Hurricane 
Sandy knocking at the door, I might be better off in our cozy little station instead).

As V, Kara, and Paige (directors on our board and my travelling companions for a few days) 
soon realized, I’m not familiar with the “Big Apple” so spending five days in the city was kind- 
of a big deal for me. Riding in subways, walking around Manhattan, exploring Brooklyn, 
seeing Central Park… it was all very big and exciting. I learned a lot of things on this trip, 
and  I kept track of them to share with you, in the unlikely case that you were curious or 
emotionally invested in my once-in-a-lifetime trip to the CMJ Music Marathon. I’ll make a 
list of my top 10 for easy reading, I think. 

1. CMJ is not for the out-of-shape or easily tired. Get ready for a lot of walking, a lot of 
running, and a lot of subways.

2. If you don’t know a band that’s on the set list for the venue you’re at and aren’t sure if you 
should stick around, you should. They’re probably awesome.

3. Foursquare knows the best places to eat. Shout out to Spitzer’s Corner for the best burger 
ever.

4. If there’s a crazy line you have to stand in, it’s probably because the show is that good. 
Local Natives blew my mind, and I only ended up waiting about 15 minutes.

5. No matter where you go, college radio kids are all the same. Nerdy, quirky, mildly 
awkward. But they have the best taste in music if you get them talking.

6. Some of the best jazz musicians in the world are playing on street corners and in subway 
stations.

7. Everyone in NYC looks like they could be in an indie rock band. I was never quite sure if 
I was meeting regular people, or underground artists.

8. Subway rats are no joke. The little ones are kind of cute, but the big ones are definitely not 
more afraid of me than I am of them.

9. Diet coke is better in aluminum cans.
10. “We don’t really have a great budget…” said every Station Manager, ever. Also, there are 

plenty of ways to work around that, depending on how creative you are. 
I wish there was a better way to sum up the trip. We saw so many incredible shows 

(Local Natives, The Dum Dum Girls, Pissed Jeans, The Demos, The Walkmen, Flume, The 
Jezebels…), that I wish my iPhone hadn’t died so much so I could give you a complete list 
(we saw over twenty acts in less than three days, and then I lost count). We met people from 
all over the United States and Canada who knew exactly what I meant when I explained how 
equipment problems and (believe-it-or-not) were jealous of how up-to-date we actually are. I 
sat in on a panel on how to stretch a budget without sacrificing the message and goal of your 
station. I won free vinyl in a promotional company in the Flatiron District.

I mean, not to brag or anything, but my life was pretty cool for a few days. I came back with 
new artists to keep an eye out for, new friends to keep in touch with, and most importantly, 
new ideas to bring back to WSBU. I know you couldn’t be there, but I hope you’re just excited 
to see the results of the trip as I am.

-Jess Rehac
Station Manager



The Buzzworthy | wsbufm.net 3October, 31, 2012

Taylor Swift paints the town Red
By Cristabell Ramdial 

Taylor Swift’s newest album, Red, 
released on October 22, is the artist’s 
fourth album since her breakout album in 
2006. Her album’s lead single, “We Are 
Never Ever Getting Back Together,” hit 
the #1 spot on the US Billboard’s Hot 100, 
with more than 623,000 downloads, giving 
fans a sneak peak of her album, which 
according to the singer, will showcase—not 
surprisingly—her love life.

Swift wrote, during a web chat about her 
album, “All the different emotions that are 
written about on this album are all pretty 
much about the kind of tumultuous, crazy, 
insane, intense, semi-toxic relationships 
that I’ve experienced in the last two years.”

Her album doesn’t disappoint. Fans who 
are accustomed to Swift’s catchy tunes 
and words of wisdom will find her newest 
album up to par. Red, published by Big 
Machine Records, is a large record, with 16 
songs; and though fans argue that Swift is 
more of a pop star than country singer, she 
brings her country roots alive as well. 

The album contains everything from 

upbeat rock hits such as “State of Grace,” 
to powerful and inspirational tunes in the 
song “Begin Again,” where she describes 
the feeling of new love. 

Since her duet, “Two is Better Than One,” 
with Boys Like Girls did so well on the 
charts, Swift does it again with Red. By 
creating duets with Ed Sheeran and Gary 
Lightbody of Snow Patrol, she showcases a 
combination of voices on her record. 

Though Swift’s music has been regarded 
as cliché as hallmark cards, her music tells 
of her personal experience with love and 
gives advice to teenagers who may be in 
the same position. For this reason alone, 
she has gained a group of loyal fans who 
recite her music religiously. The fact that 
Swift writes her own music is one of the 
reasons her albums do so well. Being that 
the singer is only 22, she has had her share 
of heart-break, and is not afraid to write 
about them. 

Even if you’re not a Taylor Swift fan, it will 
still be hard for you to listen to this album 
and not have her songs stuck in your head. 

4.5/5 stars.

For two years, Anberlin fans waited 
for a vital addition to the group’s highly 
respected discography. Vital dropped just 
a few weeks ago, and right off the bat, 
Anberlin shows they hold the style they 
spent years cultivating, while also lighting 
a path in the new direction their sound is 
heading. 

Vital offers a very spacey and ambient 
electronic sound on top of their emo punk-
rock core.  It reminds me of the direction 
Coldplay went with their last album, 
Mylo Xyloto except instead of emo-punk 
Coldplay obviously had a pop-rock core. 

It is extremely different for Anberlin to 
approach an album this way. Fans saw 
this new synth sound a little on their last 
album Dark is a Way, Light is a Place, 
but for Vital, the sound is less intense and 
the synth sounds like it is layered on top, 
instead of embedded into the heart of the 
tracks like their previous album. Whether 
this is a positive push, or a career killer is 
to be determined, however, as a knee-jerk 
reaction, it is not the album I expected, or 
wanted. 

“Self-Starter” is a strong opening track 

for the album. It genuinely re-introduces 
the Anberlin fans follow diligently, and 
immediately pushes the new sound right 
out into the open to be judged by listeners 
instantly. It’s a very brave notion that 
doesn’t go without notice. However, 
because the new sound is shoved into our 
ears, listeners find themselves needing to 
catch up with it. 

As a whole, the first listen seems as if the 
band that made the issues they bring up 
feel so real and universal are now sounding 
like they are simply whining about their 
troubles.  

If I wanted to listen to emotional 
electronic music, I would brush the dust off 
my Linkin Park albums and plop them into 
my CD player I used in sixth grade. That 
may be a little harsh, but I waited patiently 
for this album, especially after enjoying 
Dark Is A Way, Light Is A Place. Vital is 
nothing but a reincarnation of Minutes To 
Midnight, only instead of “Shadow Of The 
Day” and “Bleed It Out,” we get knockoff 
tracks like “Little Tyrants” and “Modern 
Age.” 

The worst part of listening to Vital is 
how I want to dislike it. I can spew out 
many clever comparisons and puns about 
how bad the album is, but Anberlin didn’t 
create a shit album. They tried something, 
they stuck with their guns, and they 
produced an album that just doesn’t fit 
very well with the puzzle they seem to 
have been piecing together. It is not a 
complete disappointment I can guarantee 
that. If you’re looking for the group 
that recognized the importance of your 
scars, how to breathe, and to never take 
friendship personal, you might want to hit 
rewind and go back a few years. 3/5 stars.

By Joey Mullin 
Anberlin explores new sounds with latest release 
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Best Venue

Best Performance Biggest Crowd Pleaser

         #getbuzzed about 

Album to watch for

This October, a few of our board members travelled to New York City in hopes of scouting new music and artists for upcoming events at SBU. After six days of 
sweaat, tweets, listening parties, indoor venues, outdoor venues, rapper’s apartments and barely any sleep-- this is what we’ve managed to recover.  

All photos by Paige Winston 

Paige’s pick: Gold Fields 
Victoria’s pick: 

Local Natives
Jess’s pick: Local Natives 

Kara’s pick: Lady Starlight 
Paige’s pick: 
Webster Hall

Victoria’s pick: 
Cake Shop

Jess’s pick: 
Terminal 5

Kara’s pick: 
Webster Hall 

Paige’s pick: Gold Fields 
Victoria’s pick: The Denzels
Jess’s pick: The Ruby Suns 
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Best Showcase 

Biggest Crowd Pleaser

CMJ with WSBU          #getbuzzed about 

        Best place to eat 

This October, a few of our board members travelled to New York City in hopes of scouting new music and artists for upcoming events at SBU. After six days of 
sweaat, tweets, listening parties, indoor venues, outdoor venues, rapper’s apartments and barely any sleep-- this is what we’ve managed to recover.  

Paige’s pick: Pissed Jeans
Victoria’s pick: Pissed Jeans 

Jess’s pick: Local Natives 
Kara’s pick: Free Energy 

Paige’s pick: 
Subpop

Victoria’s pick: 
AAM

Kara’s pick: 
AAM

Paige’s pick: Spitzer’s
Victoria’s pick: Ed’s Lobster Bar 

Jess’s pick: Ed’s Lobster Bar 
Kara’s pick: Spitzer’s 
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By Justin Peterson
The Paranormal Activity series found 

extreme popularity in its frightening 
“found-footage” niche and with another 
October comes another entry to the 
franchise. The series has had its ups and 
downs in the last four years, and with 
this entry the series has hit an all-time 
low. With the movie focusing entirely on 
shock scares, it feels loose and disjointed 
and more of a mediocre “Ghost Hunters” 
episode than a sequel from a high-grossing 
horror series.

The movie revolves around a family that 
has to watch a creepy little boy when his 
mother goes to the hospital, and the horrific 
things that happen to them in their house. 
The actors all do an amiable job with what 
they’re given, the stand out being Matt 
Shively as the main characters boyfriend, 
who gives solid comedic relief throughout 
and makes some of the terrible scenes 
somewhat watchable. Unfortunately, the 
cast can’t save Paranormal 4 from gaping 
plot holes and terrible scares that wouldn’t 
make a four year old jump.

The movie completely relies on shock 
scares, with tension building so obviously 
and heavily that anyone that’s ever seen a 

horror movie could guess when something 
would pop out to attempt a scare each and 
every time it happens. This would be okay if 
scary things actually occurred during these 
attempts, but it usually just boiled down to 
a prank from one character to another or 
the creepy supernatural boy staring at the 
camera. Also, the movie never states one 
of the most important points of the movie, 
that being that Wyatt, the little brother of 
the main character, was adopted. It was 
just simply mentioned in passing about ten 
minutes before the climax of the movie, 
like it was shoehorned in by the writers 
because the already skimpy plot made 
absolutely no sense.

The movie does do some cool things with 
the camera angles, especially using the 
Xbox Kinect sensor dots in a really cool 
way that, if done in a better movie, could 
have provided some serious scares. Yet, 
through the things it does right (which is 
only a couple things), Paranormal Activity 
4 does so much wrong that it could easily 
be called one of the worst horror sequels 
of all time, and an absolute disgrace to the 
found-footage genre as a whole. 1/5 stars. 

Paranormal Activity 4 falls flat 

By Ryan McDonough
In an era of disappointing scary movies, 

Sinister is sure to impress the most avid 
horror fan. While becoming increasingly 
obsessed with a missing-girl case, Ellison 
Oswalt (Ethan Hawke) moves his family to 
scene of the crime, with the hope of creating 
his second best-selling book. Ellison does 
his best to keep his family oblivious to the 
fact that they are living in a crime scene, as 
he answers “No” to his wife’s question, “We 
didn’t move a few doors down from a crime 
scene again, did we?” However, little does 
the family know that they were brought to 
the very same house in which the missing 
girl’s other four family members were 
brutally murdered. 

After hearing a noise in the attic, Ellison 
runs up to investigate. While he is looking 
for the creator of the disturbance, he comes 
across a mysterious box, placed directly 
in the middle of the mostly-empty attic. 
This box was filled with Super-8 films and 
equipment to watch the films. Each of the 
reels was labeled something synonymous 

with a family activity (i.e. barbecue and 
pool party). Completely driven by his 
curiosity at this point, he plays the first 
film, entitled “Hanging Out.” The video 
starts out with an innocent scene of a 
family. In an unexpected turn of events, 
the film cuts to each of the members of the 
family, except one, being hanged from the 
tree in their back yard. Each of the other 
films went the exact same way; an innocent 
family scene followed by the grisly murders 
of the families. 

On the cusp of stardom, Ellison stays 
up every night studying these films. He 
notices a face, not a human face but a face 
from something more paranormal, in each 
of the murder videos. This figure becomes 
known as Mr. Boogie.

All of the elements of a good scare are 
there. Constant mystery and gore mixed 
with Christopher Young’s glitchy electronic 
score will force any viewer to leave the 
theater feeling uneasy and pleasantly 
scared. Sinister is definitely a must-see for 

this fall season. 5 knives out of 5. 

Sinister slings a twist you’ll never see coming 
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In 1979, the American Embassy in 
Tehran, Iran was invaded by an angry 
mob, protesting outside the building. 
People were kidnapped, held hostage, 
and tortured. But, six diplomats got away 
amongst the commotion. They fled to the 
Canadian Ambassador’s home, only blocks 
away from the Embassy. The diplomats 
lives in fear for their lives, not being able 
to escape. As all of this happens, you are 
sitting in a movie theatre, watching it 
all. Argo, directed by Ben Affleck, shows 
these diplomats’ entire journey from the 
fleeing the break in, all the way to their 
escape as a group of Canadian filmmakers; 
and plan created by CIA specialist, Tony 
Mendez (Affleck). A plan that is probably 
so ridiculous, it just might work. 

As you watch the diplomats live in fear, 
you too, become fearful- finding it difficult 
to not squeeze the hand of the person next 
to you… As easy as it is to want to squeeze 
someone’s hand, it’s just as easy to become 
very much in love with the characters, 
especially the heroic Tony Mendez.

This action/drama film will cause you to 
feel like you are one of the diplomats, trying 
to escape. It’s that intense. The fear that 
the people’s identities will be discovered 
forces fear throughout your entire body 
and mind. 

Nevertheless, the diplomats make it to the 
airport, thanks to a numerous amount of 
amazing coincidences. These coincidences 
cause you to continuously remind yourself, 
“Holy crap, this really happened!” As you 
continue to watch in awe, you’re teeth are 
chattering, knowing that these people will 
be killed immediately if figured out. 

Finding out whether or not the diplomats 
get through Iranian airport security is up 
to you. This film is not only historically 
enriching, but it makes it so in the most 
entertaining way that will constantly keep 
you on the edge of your seats. 

This film can easily be considered one of 
the best movies of the year. It sheds light 
on an important event in history and is a 
great movie! Argo receives 5/5 stars.

By Allie Napoli 
Argo: accurate, entertaining, enjoyable 

WSBU’s top movie picks for Halloween
The festivities for Halloween weekend may have come to a close, but there’s no reason to cease celebrations this Wednesday! Set 
yourself up with one of these flicks, pop some popcorn, and grab a friend-- you never know what’s hiding under your bed. 

Friday the 13th 

Halloweentown 

Silence of the Lambs Halloween 

Hocus Pocus 

Nightmare on Elm Street 

Nightmare Before Christmas 

The Shining 

Leprechaun 2



Watch out for our 
upcoming 

issue! 

Featuring: 
- Music reviews    -Concert reviews 
-Quick and easy 
   recipes     

-Winter fashion 
and more...


