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To start this final column I would like to proudly announce for those who have yet to hear that 
WSBU 88.3 F.M. The Buzz is officially back on the internet. We have a new website, and thanks to 
the folks at Triton Digital you can go to wsbufm.com and listen to the Buzz live whenever you please. 
The process was a long and obnoxious one, but the end result was worth the wait and the Buzz will 
hopefully never have to look for a new internet live stream provider ever again.

For those of you who do not know how the Buzz Board of Directors operates the station manager 
only serves two semesters as station manager before a new candidate takes the position. So if I’m 
reading my sundial correctly my time is just about up. I would like to welcome our News Director 
Jackie Roberts to the station manager club. She won the election in a tight race against two very 
worthy candidates. May I be the first to wish her good luck as a person who knows just how fun this 
job can be.

My next thought would be to talk and thank those who I have worked with in my time at the Buzz, 
but that would take forever and since the Board and I will be having a little get together later I figured 
I will just talk to those who I worked with who have either graduated or are no longer a part of the 
Buzz.

I would like to start by thanking the two station managers who preceded me during my time at the 
Buzz. Jess Rehac hired me to be Assistant Programming Director in 2012, even though I really didn’t 
know anything about Indie/Alternative. She ultimately thought I was a good person to have around 

and she trusted me for whatever reason, and for that I thank her, because without her I probably wouldn’t be writing this. Meghan Palluconi is still one 
of my good friends, and she was station manager after Jess. There is a lot I could say to Meg. All you need to know is that I truly appreciated working 
with her here at the Buzz and I miss her dearly.

A special thanks to some of my better friends that made being on the Board an experience. First Karly Gombert, I recall having countless conversations 
about nothing and showing her The Goonies and watching Mrs. Doubtfire in the middle of the day in the Buzz. Karly worked as the P.R. Director during 
my early years and she was one of the most efficient and hardworking people I have ever met.

Zach Warren worked with me as a Co-Director when I worked in the Sports Department. Zach and I created a friendship that I will always appreciate, 
and I will surely miss him when he graduates at the end of the semester. Good luck to you Zatch, and fuck Swifty.

I met Joey Mullin through the Buzz and by a fluke chance we became roommates in Garden’s West apartment H, and the rest is history. I don’t have 
enough room to express my gratitude to Joey for his friendship, but he knows just how important his friendship is to me. Good luck, and thanks to him 
as well, and watch out because with or without my help he will be famous one day. Also Werewolf Bar Mitzvah.

In conclusion I leave a note to all future Buzz employees. Appreciate the time you have at the station, because some of the greatest friendships you will 
ever know can sprout from that little room.

So now I leave you, but I’d like to think my time at the Buzz was well spent. In the words of Julius Caesar, “I came, I saw, I conquered.”

BUZZWORTHY
THE
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From the 
EDITORS...

-Morgan and Allie

A lot has happened these past few weeks at the Buzz. We elected a new station 
manager: our great friend and former news director, Jackie Roberts. We’re confident 
that the station is in great hands next semester.

 But as a new semester approaches, unfortunately, many of our dear friends will 
be leaving us, including the Buzzworthy’s Co-Editor-in-Chief, Morgan. She will be 
leaving the Buzz next semester to study abroad in Prague. But don’t be too upset! 
Morgan will be back in the fall of 2015, so it’s temporary. With Morgan leaving me 
(Allie) for an entire semester, I’m going to need someone to help me through the 
stressful times of producing the Buzzworthy. 

After three fabulous interviews, lots of shadowing sessions and much contemplation, 
Jackie, Morgan and I came to a conclusion. P.R. staffer, Brianna Kasperek will be 
joining the Buzz Board of Directors as Co-P.R. Director. I’m excited to work with 
Miss Kasperek, and I know she will be an asset to the board. 

As the semester comes to a close, this will be the last issue of 2014. Morgan and I 
would like to thank all of our staffers who breathe life into the Buzzworthy. That may 
sound dramatic, but it’s the truth. Without you guys, this magazine wouldn’t exist. 

Altogether, this semester has been an incredibly successful one at the Buzz. As Mike 
discussed in his station manager column, our Livestream is back up! This has been 
Mike’s battle for the entire semester, and he’s worked so hard to get it back. We also 
created a brand new website, thanks to the Production Dept., Matt Tack and Andrew 
(Bev) Bevevino.

 The Buzzworthy is now in blog-form. We encourage you to look at what stories we 
have on wsbuthebuzzworthy.wordpress.com

 The P.R. Dept. also created its first event. A few weeks ago, Mike, Morgan and I 
visited the residents of The Pines Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center. We had a 
great time listening and talking about the music they love. Personally, I had a great 
time. I’m not sure Mike or Morgan can say the same. It was a rewarding experience, 
nonetheless.

 As I close up our letter, I’d like to wish Happy Holidays to all of you on behalf of 
the P.R. Dept. And don’t forget to come to our staffer party this Saturday at noon in 
RC 211/213. THERE WILL BE PIZZA. 

Have a great break, and we’ll see you next semester.

Brianna Kasperek
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CAMP FLOG GNAW CARNIVAL
By Matthew Hoey

Tyler the Creator has a reputation for doing 
outlandish things, getting kicked out of venues for 
ensuing riots, hanging himself in music videos and 
saying the F-word all of the time, to name a few. 
But, there is a kinder side that the people who are 
turned off by all of his obscenities will never get the 
chance to see. The 23-year-old just wants to have 
fun. He wants you to have fun, too. That’s why he’s 
thrown the Camp Flog Gnaw Carnival in the park at 
the L.A. Coliseum for the past three years.

TYLER THE CREATOR’S

The event’s lineup is usually cluttered with all of Tyler’s close friends and idols. This 
is because, first and foremost, Tyler the Creator is a fan of music. If you follow him on 

Twitter, his love has been shoved down your throat a few times, but it really is a genuine 
love. That’s why when Pharrell brought out the rest of the members of N.E.R.D. for a 
reunion show, Tyler broke down in tears. The week before the carnival, he had been 

tweeting about how excited he was for Pharrell’s set, and if he didn’t play some of his 
classic hits, he would be disgruntled. But, I can’t imagine he saw that coming. Seeing 
Tyler fanboy over one of his idols is like waking up in the middle of the night after a 

long bout of drinking and downing the icy water you poured for yourself before passing 
out. It was cool to see Tyler act as both a performer and a fan. As the carnival keeps 

gaining popularity, it will be interesting to see the new experiences he will conjure up. ∆
The carnival has played host to a variety of 
different acts, ranging in various popularity 
and talent levels. The headliners last year were 
Kanye West and Frank Ocean, known sup-
porters of Tyler’s creativity. The annual event 
is a solid mix of bands pulled from the void of 
the unknown that Tyler has taken a liking to. 
Absolute gangsters of their craft Rick Ross and 
Pharrell Williams headlined this year’s carnival.

The cool thing about Tyler’s vision is that 
he is able to create a blend of innocence and 
debauchery, a mix that might not seem so suc-
cessful at first. But after the third carnival in 
the past three years, the numbers prove that it 
is only gaining more attention and popularity. 
To be able to listen atop a massive Ferris wheel 
to Action Bronson or Mac Miller rap about the 
number of women they’ve had intercourse with 
in the past two weeks is a dream come true to 
any rebellious youth.

Above: Tyler The Creator 
performing at the 2014 carnival 

Above: Tyler The Creator for 
United Virtuoso website

Left: Tyler the Creator in 
Nylon Magazine, June 2014
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Good news everyone! This week’s episode of The Simpsons, entitled 
“Simpsonrama,” saw Matt Groening’s beloved sci-fi animated misfits 
of Futurama meet the denizens of Springfield, to hilarious results. The 
crossover is a love letter to Futurama fans, the rabid fan base who had to 
recently go through a second cancellation over at Comedy Central won’t 
have much to complain about. However, it lacks in plot and motivation. 
While the character interactions are great and there are countless one-
liners, it seems tacked on compared to some of the great story arcs that 
Futurama has produced.

The first part of the crossover was light on Futurama characters, only 
introducing Bender after some initial banter between The Simpsons 
characters. Bender fit right in in Springfield, and Homer instantly loved 
him; their bro-mance actually served as one of the more touching aspects 
of the episode. Bart and Homer finding Bender in the basement was 
amusing as well, with Homer brainstorming how to see who’s down 
there.

“We’ll have to set a trap, Bait…I mean Bart,” Homer quipped.

But the real hilarity came when Bender and Homer began bonding, 
going to Moe’s and meeting the guys and then even going bowling 
together.

When the rest of the Futurama crew is introduced, the crossover 
really begins to hit its stride. The interactions with Fry, Leela and 
Bender at the Simpson’s house were endlessly quotable, especially a 
particular conversation between Marge and Leela about Epcot. Professor 

Farnsworth and Professor Frink were paired together, which felt 
a little forced just to put Frink in because of his similarities to 
Farnsworth. Thankfully Lisa was there to provide endless questions 
for the time-traveling professor.

The Simpsons family eventually going to the Futurama universe 
seemed like a great premise, but unfortunately the time restraints 
of the half-hour episode made it feel all too brief, with major 
characters like Zoidberg and Hermes only getting a couple lines 
each. The plot itself was also pretty thin and just served as a way 
for the characters to meet and interact, which thankfully saved 
the episode from its boring plot. Futurama Easter eggs sprinkled 
throughout the episode didn’t hurt, either. Overall, the crossover did 
a lot more right than wrong. The initial couch gag with Homer and 
Hedonism Bot was great fan service, and the end credit mashup of 
Futurama’s opening theme—complete with Simpsons characters 
filled me with nostalgia for the cancelled Futurama. ∆

It’s been more than twelve years since …And You Will Know Us by the 
Trail of Dead released the indie rock epic Source Tags and Codes. In the time 
between then and now, the band has dealt with irrelevancy and the burn out of 
their compatriots. The Strokes have reverted to an awkward form of rock even 
they admit isn’t up to snuff. The Vines are dealing with an identity crisis that 
has seen them become less punk and more psychedelic. So, all doesn’t bode 
well for Trail of Dead’s new album IX, right?

Surprisingly, they’ve come back with a strong collection of songs spanning 
multiple genres and themes. The album opens with two songs, “Doomsday 
Book” and “Jaded Apostle,” that could fit perfectly into both a college rock 
station and a horror punk playlist. The next few songs draw from progressive 
rock and showcase the range Trail of Dead hasn’t flaunted since Source Tags 
and Codes.

IX isn’t on the same level of that work, however. There are times when the 
sound and lyrics seem clichéd and formulaic. Aside from a few slower pieces 
and acoustic guitar-driven tracks in the middle of the album, the songs start 
to blend together and sound the same. The whole LP lasts a stamina-testing 

73 minutes, when it feels like it could be much leaner and less 
arduous. 

Considering the fate of the rest of the early 2000’s garage rock 
heroes, IX exceeds all expectations. Trail of Dead manages to 
keep listeners fairly surprised and attentive through most of its 
lengthy run time, something neither the Strokes nor the Vines 
can boast with their latest works. While it isn’t innovative, genre-
bending, or a masterwork like Source Tags and Codes, Trail of 
Dead can rest easy knowing they are still capable of carrying the 
garage rock torch they helped to ignite in the beginning of the 
millennium. ∆

RUN THE JEWELS: THE NEW RAP 
SUPERGROUP

“SIMPSONRAMA” BRINGS 
ABOUT NOSTALGIA FOR 

CANCELLED  “FUTURAMA”
By Justin Peterson

By Daniel Leopold
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IMMORTAL BREAKUP 
CREATES ARTISTIC GOLD

By Matthew Hoey

IX REVIVES
INDIE ROCK

By Daniel Leopold

IN THE KNOW 

Damien Rice seems to be in an immortal breakup.  He’s never 
strayed far from the path of the depressing soliloquy in his music, 
and that hasn’t really changed on My Favourite Faded Fantasy—he 
just has a more mature approach to it.  

Now 40 years of age, Rice blends the tracks together like a 
mixtape and creates a sense of uniformity throughout.  The 
heartbreak is present again on his latest effort—no surprise there, 
but I can’t be too sure of his sincerity.  This problem has arisen 
in almost every album Damien Rice has released because of his 
relentless use of vague, love clichés.  I’m sure that Mr. Rice is a 
very depressed man, and I know he’s felt the hurt of losing a woman 
he’s in love with, but I just can’t seem to grasp why.  What pain 
have you felt? What did this horrible woman do to you? 

I’m not sure, but my friend, Kirk, thinks that it’s none of our 
business. I disagree.  The man is making money off of the pain he’s 
feeling and I think he’s at liberty to tell us why. 

With all of this being said, there are elements to a Damien Rice 
album, specifically My Favourite Faded Fantasy, that strikes 
pleasant chords with me. There’s nothing really pleasant about 
it, but the emptiness that seems to be central to the work is well 
done. Rice has always done a fine job at creating sounds that 
make you feel the way he feels, whether it be a lonely violin 
or other orchestral instruments, you feel more pain through the 
instrumentation than you do his actual lyrics.   

We may never find out Damien Rice’s true pain, but we will know 
that he’s in a lot of it.  We can hear that Rice is trying to understand 
how to cope with the loss of a woman, but if he ever figures it out, 
will he ever be able to make music again?

It’s been more than twelve years since …And You Will Know 
Us by the Trail of Dead released the indie rock epic Source Tags 
and Codes. In the time between then and now, the band has dealt 

with irrelevancy and the burn out of their compatriots. The Strokes 
have reverted to an awkward form of rock even they admit isn’t up 
to snuff. The Vines are dealing with an identity crisis that has seen 
them become less punk and more psychedelic. So, all doesn’t bode 

well for Trail of Dead’s new album IX, right?

Surprisingly, they’ve come back with a strong collection of songs 
spanning multiple genres and themes. The album opens with two 

songs, “Doomsday Book” and “Jaded Apostle,” that could fit 
perfectly into both a college rock station and a horror punk playlist. 
The next few songs draw from progressive rock and showcase the 
range Trail of Dead hasn’t flaunted since Source Tags and Codes.

IX isn’t on the same level of that work, however. There are times 
when the sound and lyrics seem clichéd and formulaic. Aside from 
a few slower pieces and acoustic guitar-driven tracks in the middle 
of the album, the songs start to blend together and sound the same. 
The whole LP lasts a stamina-testing 73 minutes, when it feels like 

it could be much leaner and less arduous.

Considering the fate of the rest of the early 2000’s garage rock 
heroes, IX exceeds all expectations. Trail of Dead manages to keep 
listeners fairly surprised and attentive through most of its lengthy 

run time, something neither the Strokes nor the Vines can boast with 
their latest works. While it isn’t innovative, genre-bending, or a 

masterwork like Source Tags and Codes, Trail of Dead can rest easy 
knowing they are still capable of carrying the garage rock torch they 

helped to ignite in the beginning of the millennium.
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here is nothing left to lose in the Foo Fighters’ 
eighth studio album Sonic Highways. The Foo 
Fighters are back in full swing, after taking a brief 
hiatus, after recoding their last album Wasting Light 
in 2011. Their new album is inspired by the wide 
array of musical genres and sounds cities across 
America offer. Dave Grohl, lead singer, founder 
of the Foo Fighters, and former Nirvana drummer, 
went to cities such as Nashville, Austin, New T

Orleans, and Los Angeles to document the history behind each 
city and what it offered to the music industry and the significance 
it has had on the band members. Grohl would interview the cities’ 
most influential musicians, then take those interviews and weave 
them into lyrics for Sonic Highways. The mini documentary series 
entitled Sonic Highways will be on HBO, each episode will be a 
different city Grohl has traveled to, detailing the impact the city 
and the people from that city had on music, and at the end of each 
episode the Foo Fighters preform the specific song written for that 
specific city. The album as a whole has a very wide array of sounds, 
ranging from Seattle’s renowned grunge style, to the banjo pickin’ 
backwoods country from Tennessee. Each track was recorded in 
the city that inspired that particular song. Grohl says himself, in an 
interview with Fuse that he “really believes that the environment in 
which you write or record an album influences the musical result.” 
He also states, “Working with different musicians, producers and 
studio owners, you can tie all of these people and places together 
with these sonic highways.”

The second track on Sonic Highways, “The Feast and the Famine” 
was recorded in Arlington Virginia. This city does not have a huge 
significance in the music industry, but it is where Grohl grew up 
and got his start as a musician, making it a huge influence for his 
music. Arlington is right outside of Washington, D.C., so the track 

IN THE KNOW

FOO 
FIGHTERS 

TRAVEL 
ON “SONIC 

HIGHWAYS”

is heavily influenced by the D.C. punk movement of the 80s and 
90s, where Grohl started off playing in bands that would take part in 
underground punk movement when he was a teenager. 

The album takes somewhat of a shift from the typical punk 
rock style that the Foo Fighters embody in the next track, 
“Congregation”. They traveled to Nashville and added guest artist 
Zac Brown, of the Zac Brown Band, to the song to give the song 
a backwoods country feeling but putting a bit of a foo spin on the 
tradition blue grass style of Nashville. 

Grohl has taken on a project like this before in the Foo Fighters’ 
last album, Wasting Light, by accompanying the album with the 
documentary Sound City. Grohl decided to film a documentary 
about the notorious Sound City recording studio in California 
where famous records have been recorded such as Fleetwood Mac’s 
Rumors, Rick Springfield’s Working Class Dog, and Nirvana’s 
Nevermind. Gorhl filmed the history behind the studio, and then 
when Sound City was going out of business, he bought the actual 
soundboard from Sound City, put it in his garage, and then recorded 
the Grammy-winning Foo Fighters album, Wasting Light, filming 
the entire process. The idea for Sonic Highways came while Grohl 
was finishing up Sound City. He wanted to bring his audience the 
sounds from all across America and show how all of these unique 
sounds are interlocked. 

This isn’t the last we’ll see of the Foo Fighters. As Grohl puts it 
in an interview with Esquire Online Magazine, “I'm very proud of 
what I've accomplished. But I still don't think I've done my best 
thing yet. I've always felt like that. I've always felt like the next 
record is going to be the last record. You have to say, "This next 
one is going to be the last one, so we have to make it good." We've 
said that eight times in the Foo Fighters across 20 years.” The Foo 
Fighters will continually think of ways to bring their audience a 
new music listening experience for years to come. The album Sonic 
Highways is out now, and airs on HBO on Friday nights at 11pm.

Marissa McCall

Jaclyn,

Joe, Matt and Nick,

Matt, 

-Matt

Bev,
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INSIDE THE STATION

I’m glad that you were the one who finally hired me for a position on the 
board (*cough, Allie, *cough). I’m glad to say that I’m a part of the coolest 
department at the station. I’ve never met a person who’s better at randomly 
appearing with free beers in hand, which is a pretty good perk of being your 
assistant. Plus, you gave me maybe the best banquet award in the history of 
banquet. I know that you had quite a vision when you took over the music 
director position, and I’m going to do my best to fulfill that. Best of luck with 
everything in the future. I know you’ll be great at whatever you pursue. 

Jaclyn,

-Kirk

I love all of you guys. Plain and simple. There will never be three better guys together in one department again. I can thank all of you for so much good 
music you turned me on to and for too many good memories to count. I mean Joe put up with me on a 14-hour drive, so he deserves an award for that 
shit. But in all seriousness, you guys are the reason I love my job. I’m very lucky to be able to call you all my friends. The only thing left to say is: “Let’s 
rage at banquet.” I promise to break something. 

Joe, Matt and Nick,

-Kirk

Few people know how long we’ve known each other. Sometimes I even forget. 
Though we weren’t tight when we were younger, you were always a familiar face. 

Matt, 

-Bev

SAYING GOODBYE
Board members say “goodbye” to their partners

Andrew Bevevino came into the Production Department in its prime. 
Our primary computers, microphones, and DJing equipment were dying 
or broken, livestream connections were terrible etc. Joey Mullin had left 
the semester before as Production Director, and I had just taken over his 
position. Unfortunately for Bev I had just signed up to take a semester 
abroad and I left all the production work to him with no sort of training 
or expectations for what that entailed. Despite all of the technical issues 
with our station, Bev powered through and did a fantastic job podcasting 
radio shows and making awesome bumps, buffers and PSAs for our 
airwaves. We’ve also done some incredible work together these past 
two semesters replacing dying and broken hardware like our computers 
and microphones. With Bev’s digital expertise we built a new website 
for WSBU and even contracted a new livestream provider to make 
our station listenable worldwide. In my opinion Bev really came into a 
cluster**** of a department, made the best of it created some of the best 
content for our station that I’ve seen in my four years being involved 
with the Buzz. I think everyone on the board of directors joins me in 
my reluctance to let Bev leave WSBU as a director - he will be sorely 
missed. As he goes on to bigger and better things all I can say is thanks 
for your great work buddy, you’re a gentleman, a scholar and a friend. 
Peace out. -Matt

Bev,

When I came to St. Bonaventure, that stayed pretty much the same. We weren’t friends really. Just vague acquaintances. 
But one day in the Spring semester of 2013 (it was the first day of Spring Weekend if I remember correctly), I bumped into you, and we started talking. 

I mentioned that I had just switched into the Strat. Comm. program, and you immediately asked me “Are you good with computers?” I said, “Yeah, I 
guess I am.” And apparently that was the right answer because you asked me to be on the Buzz Board of Directors. The rest is history. 

The job we have isn’t easy. That’s for damn sure. But having you around has certainly made it a little easier and a lot more enjoyable. We’ve had to 
deal with a lot of problems, and we always try just about everything to fix them. It’s frustrating most times. But no matter how many times we try and 
fail to fix something, we always seem to laugh it off and try again. Though our path to resolution is rarely straight, we always find a way in the end. 
Without you there, that wouldn’t be possible.

So Matt, let me say that it has been an extreme pleasure to get to know you better during our time at the Buzz. I’m happy to say that you and I are no 
longer just familiar faces, no longer just vague acquaintances, but partners, comrades, and friends. 

Best of luck to you, my friend, though I'm sure you won't need it. 
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INSIDE THE STATION

Jackie Roberts once told me that she gave up 
on playing sports when she was 5 or 6 years 
old. Mike Arena played varsity football at a 
good football school, and plays basketball 
regularly to this day. Jackie Roberts beat Mike 
Arena in a bowling match. Damn.  

Mike looks at least 12 years older than I do, 
therefore I am likely to live longer. 

My dad has had 3 back surgeries and he still 
has a better back than Mike Arena. 

Mike Arena is a registered feminist. 
Mike makes news and Mike's sister is going 

to be a cop. Mike's sister is significantly more 
of a badass than he is. 

Mike is a fan of the same football team as 
Michael Loffredo. 

Mike likes the Celtics and they suck right 
now but they aren't bad enough to get a good 
draft pick and that's worse than being really 
bad. 

Mike Arena once ate a McDonald's Big Din-
ner Box all by himself. 
-Matt Moretti

Michael Arena gave himself the nickname 
pigeon boy because he loves pigeons. That’s 
pretty much the best thing Mike has ever done. 
It’s actually the only good thing Mike has 
ever done. He usually just talks about the Bills 
instead of doing actual Buzz work. He’ll quote 
random movies that nobody has ever heard of 
because he thinks people actually care. The 
Traphouse sucked, too. The only time it was 
good was the time he played Bono on repeat. 
As you can tell this roast sort of sucks, but it’s 
very hard to roast a guy from Buffalo… I mean 
it’s Buffalo, right? Mike also went to every one 
of Fredo’s birthday parties since kindergarten 
#besties
-Joe Phelan

Mike Arena’s strong-worded emails and 
threats are something of WSBU legend. 
Whether it be at Tech Services, Nick Coyne 
or ignorant freshmen, Mike’s tirades will not 
disappoint. As a freshman I forgot to turn 
auto-segue on before leaving my show, and I 
received one of these spicy threats. But at least 
at the end, Mike said it would be “awesome” if 
I tried harder next time. I have no idea who will 
viciously defend the Buzz’s honor next year, 
but they won’t do it with half as much venom. 
We love you, Mike. Punch an idiot for us.
-Allison Plante

Before meeting you, I hated Republicans. 
After meeting you, I loathe them. I hate your 
family views and Reaganist ideas, no matter 
how funny it was when you crushed our life-
sized Obama cut out.

And if the people only knew that the man-
ager of the third-ranked college station in the 
country was an avid country-music fan. That 
might be worse than if people found out that I 
was, too.

You’re also the only person I’ve ever met 
who is injured more frequently than Derek 
Rose. Seriously, are you made of glass?

But in all seriousness, you welcomed me 
onto the board with open arms, and I couldn’t 
be more proud to call you a friend. I love you, 
Mike. Even if you are a passive-aggressive 
Bush lover.

-Kirk

I’ve gotten to know Mike Arena during the 
three semesters I’ve been with The Buzz, 
but more when he became station manager 
last spring. Mike is quick-witted and you can 
always count on a sarcastic comment from 
him at any given point. Whenever I’d come 
in to type a news script and he was there, he’d 
usually be devouring some sort of sub from 
the RC. The funniest (maybe not-so-funny) 
memory I have of working with Mike was 
recently in the board room when he decided to 
have a temper-tantrum over the Comrex, our 
remote broadcast system. I wasn’t quite sure 
how to react, but that perfectly describes his 
dedicated, “get it done” attitude. I have Mike to 
thank for hiring me as Assistant News Director 
last semester. I appreciate what he’s done for 
the station in the time I’ve been here so far and 
wish him the best of luck with the rest of his 
senior year and after!
-Natalie

Although the rest of the board knows Mike 
incredibly well, no one truly knows him like 
I do. I’ve known Mike since before I can 
remember. Our families went on vacation 
together when we were small children, and 
we went to middle school together where he 
and I both participated in the school musical, 
Adventures of a Comic Book Artist. While 
I sang in the lowly no-named chorus, Mike 
Arena was the star of the show, so much so that 
his character’s name was Star Guy: a comic 
book artist’s drawing come to life. Star Guy 
(Arena) is an egotistical super hero who sports 
tights and a cape. If anyone would like more 
info on Mike’s childhood, please feel free to 
ask.

Coincidentally, Mike is a lot like Star Guy, 
handsome, egotistical and the super hero of 
WSBU. Mike has defeated the villians of 
St. Bonaventure to get the Livestream back, 
computer purchased and run a kick-ass college 
radio station, along with becoming one of my 
great friends in the process.

Mike, you’ve been such a great station 
manager, and you’ve taught me so much. I’m 
really going to miss you. I’m confident that 
whatever you do when you leave here, it’ll be 
the work of a super hero. 
-Allen

THE ROAST OF STATION MANAGER, MICHAEL ARENA

When I first started working on the Buzz 
Board, I was completely, totally alone.

Don’t worry, this gets happier. I guess it could 
only get happier seeing as how I started it with 
supreme bleakness. Anyways.

When I started at the Buzz, everything was 
totally new to me. And honestly, that was very 
scary.

But I knew that you had a great feel for the 
station, and that you were there to back me 
up. Not only was that reassuring, but it’s what 
makes you such a great station manager.

Thank you, Mike, for just being there. It 
meant more than you might know.
-Bev
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INSIDE THE STATION

You are the only person I know that watches 
Sunny as religiously as I do, yet you never 
seem to get my references. But that may 
be because you're always trying to make a 
separate reference over mine, since that's 90% 
of what comes out of your mouth. The other 
10% is passive aggressive grumbling. If there's 
only thing besides your apathy that I envy, it's 
your facial hair. I wonder what it must be like 
for you to know you're almost able to grow a 
mustache as good as Bev's or Dan Adrats'.

 No, all kidding aside, Mike you were an 
excellent station manager, and I believe that’s 
because you’re an alumnus of the best depart-
ment at the Buzz. I'm going to miss you and 
your weekly rage rants dearly.
 -The Ryan Department 

It seems like just yesterday that I was meeting 
you for the first time at a board meeting my 
freshmen year. I’ll always remember how you 
were one of the first directors on the board to 
talk to me when I first joined. I really didn’t 
know anyone so becoming friends with you 
was awesome. So for that, I really appreciate 
it. Whether it has been at board meetings, in 
the station, or even on the basketball court, 
you have always been the “cool” guy to be 
around. There are so many times that I can 
recall in which you made me laugh. Even if it 
was during the most anxious times, you always 
have managed to put a smile on everyone’s 
face including mine. From being a program-
ming director, to a sports director, and now to 
being station manager, you have certainly done 
an overwhelming amount for the station and 
I know all of the directors (past and present) 
including myself really appreciate your efforts. 
We’re really going to miss you Mike; the 
station just simply won’t be the same without 
you. Thanks for always being a good friend 
and mentor to me over these past few years, I’ll 
never forget everything you have done. Cheers 
my friend.
-Sam

It breaks my heart to know that we only 
have one more banquet together. That means 
I only have one more opportunity to interro-
gate you about your love life and your destiny 
to become a local celebrity. I have such fond 
memories sitting in the board room together 
and shutting the door for a great gossip session. 
Somehow in those short minutes after the 
newscasts, I learned so much about the inner 
workings of the “Bona Bubble.”

But in all seriousness, it will certainly be a 
sad day for The Buzz when Mike Arena heads 
off in a new direction. You’ve been a great 
board member, station manager and, most 
importantly, a great friend. I can’t wait to hear 
about all you accomplish after building such 
a strong foundation here at WSBU. Although 
it would make me infinitely happy to turn on 
the TV and hear, “Good Morning Buffalo! I’m 
Mike Arena,” I’m sure you will be a roaring 
success in whatever you choose to do. Best of 
luck, Mike! Keep in touch J and remember, 
you’ll always be the “Woman of Promise” to 
WSBU.
-Jackie/J-Dog

THE ROAST OF STATION MANAGER, MICHAEL ARENA
Whenever I walk into the station, it’s almost 

guaranteed that I’ll see Mike lounging on one 
of the couches either wolfing down food or 
watching some ridiculous show on his laptop. 
He has been such a presence at the station 
since my addition to the board last October 
that it’s weird if he’s not up here. But even 
though Mike is wrapping up his last few weeks 
as Station Manager, I’m sure he’ll make an 
appearance in the spring. 

Since I’m not clever enough to come up 
with solid “roast” material, I’ll just point out 
one thing about Mike that drives me insane. 
Ever since he overheard Allie refer to me as 
“Morgie,” he won’t stop addressing me by this 
nickname. Therefore, I would just like to say, 
“STOP THAT, MIKE.” 

Anyways, I wish him the best of luck next 
semester and in the many years to come. The 
station will without a doubt feel his absence 
once he has abdicated his station manager 
throne. 
-Morgan

Before I introduce our guest of honor, I’d like 
to introduce several people who admire and 
revere him. And since there’s no one here like 
that, I’ll introduce him. It’s Mike Arena! Mike 
is probably the best station manager WSBU 
has seen in the last 66 years. Some say his 
glowing personality grows on you – as it has 
for all of us here at WSBU over the last two 
semesters – like a tumor. His philosophy, if it 
weren’t for the last minute, nothing would get 
done.

But seriously he has a very noble and 
essential purpose to the functionality of our 
campus radio station. And that was to serve as 
a warning sign to others…if you wish in one 
hand and shit in the other, you’ll probably get a 
handful of Mike Arena. Truth: it weren’t for his 
good looks I’m not sure anyone would listen to 
what he says as an authority figure. Honestly, 
he is the epitome of dark and handsome…when 
it’s dark, he’s handsome. But I digress. Mike 
has truly brought some great things to WSBU. 
His presence really lit up the station…when he 
left it. We’ll all miss your BS Mike, good luck 
in your future endeavors and sayonara! ;)
-Matt Tack

Having you as my boss has been a real joy. 
As you enter your next great adventure in life, 
may you always remember that no human 
thing is of serious importance. Here's to you, 
Mike!
-Jaclyn
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COZY CLASS COATS

Don’t want to ruin your fancy outfit with 
a jacket? Go for the longer coat… even if 
you aren’t so dressed up underneath. This 
wintery plum coat was only $30 from Target. 
This antique brooch we “found” in one of 
our mother’s closets screams classy. They are 
easily thrifted and are all so unique. We went 
with classic black flats, but any bootie, shoe, 
or riding boot would do. For the extra-special 
touch, head to your nearest craft store and pick 
up an ear-warmer crochet headband. They are 
all the rage this season and keep your ears safe 
from old-man winter.

Everyone has those basic days, no matter 
how much we try to deny it. Take on the basic 
look with pride as you throw on the classic 
NorthFace and Ugg boots to start. Add a 
patterned scarf to set you apart from the others. 
This winter-printed one was only $10 from 
Target. The mixing pattern trend is still going 
strong so we paired it with a fluffy polka dot 
beanie with a huge pom-pom to top it off, only 
$5 from Forever 21.

Bring fall colors into winter with this Navajo-
inspired look. This jacket was thrifted for only 
$8. It is a bit oversized so it feels like a warm 
blanket on those blustery days. We kept the 
look consistent by adding fleece-lined boots 
with a Navajo stripe at the top. To make the 
colors pop, we added a mustard-colored scarf, 
also only $10 at Target. This scarf is great to 
pair with any other jacket as well, to brighten 
up a gloomy December day.

MAGGIE KOVACS AND MADELIENE FAIRCLOTH

KEEPING IT CLASSY ABOUT TO GET BASIC NAVAJO-INSPIRED

Three looks to keep you cozy on the way to class this season!

THE LOOK
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Blake Lively didn’t take much 
time to transition from Serena van 
der Woodsen to fashion icon. But 
now, she’s challenging women 
everywhere to not allow their 

baby bumps to make them retreat 
to baggy sweatshirts and elasti-

cized pants. Now, women have no 
excuse to be lazy when it comes 

to dressing while they’re pregnant 
because Blake Lively has proved 
to us all that you can be just as 

chic pregnant as pre-bump. 

BLAKE 
LIVELY

THE LOOK

This outfit 
is perfect for 
fall. Lively 

opts for a thick, 
black-and-red 

patterned jacket 
that disguises her 
bump and looks 
cozy and cool. 
Skinny jeans 

balance out the 
oversized jacket, 

while heeled 
boots and a smart 
black bag make 
the look refined.

In this ensemble, 
Lively opts for an 
all-white, A-line dress 
that emphasizes her 
waist but downplays 
her lower half, 
making her belly 
not so prominent. 
The floral appliques 
are adorable and 
youthful, and the 
turquoise necklace 
adds a pop of color.

For example, Lively looks amaz-
ing in this Michael Kors gown. 

The material glides right over her 
bump but does not dare to hide 

it. The pastel colors are beautiful 
against Blake’s glowing skin and 

flowing hair.

At the Angel Ball, Lively proved that you can still be daring 
while pregnant. This Gucci dress has an extremely low neck-
line, which is certainly a risk but because the dress falls to the 
floor and has long-sleeves, it is still tasteful. The dress is form 
fitting, showing off the baby bump, which looks incredible on 

Lively. But then again, what wouldn’t?

DRESSING UP 
THE BABY BUMP

by Lauren Zazzara
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A Talk with American Authors’ Frontman 

The Buzz staff writer Mark Ventrice interviewed Zac Barnett of American Authors before 
the band’s concert at Buffalo’s Town Ballroom on November 3rd. 

ZAC BARNETT

Zac Barnett of the American Authors performing on November 3rd 
at the Town Ballroom in Buffalo, NY.

Photo credit: Mark Ventrice

American Authors, the up-and-
coming four-piece from Brooklyn, New 
York are headlining the Honda Civic 
Tour this fall with The Mowgli’s and 
Oh Honey. They stopped at the Town 
Ballroom in Buffalo on November 3rd. 
I was able to talk to Zac Barnett, lead 
singer of American Authors.

What made you decide that you 
wanted to be a musician?

“I always grew up around it. Both my 
parents were huge music lovers, and 
my dad was a guitar player and he built 
me my first guitar and he taught me 
how to play. I’ve been playing in bands 
since 7th grade and once I got into 
high school, I got really involved in 
musical theater. I started singing in the 
choir along with playing in bands. All 
those things put together brought my 
love of music out and made me want to 
continue with it as a career.”

Who are your influences?
“We listen to everything, I grew 

up listening to classic rock like the 
Beatles, Led Zeppelin and Simon 
& Garfunkel, but I also listened to a 
lot of modern rock as well. My first 
cassette tapes were Nirvana’s In 
Utero and Weezer’s Blue Album in 
2nd grade. It was always a mix.”

Where did the name American Authors 
come from?

“It‘s the idea that we see ourselves as 
authors with our lyrics telling stories, and 
the American part comes from before we 
met in Boston. We were from all over the 
United States. I was growing up between 
Minnesota and California, James is from 
Florida, Matt is from Texas, and Dave is 
from New Jersey.”

What was it like hearing your song all over on 
commercials, movie trailers, TV shows, etc.?

“It’s a dream come true and pretty much ev-
erything you grow up hoping for. What’s cool 
too is we didn’t have any of this planned for 

those songs. We were just in the studio writing 
and recording. Some of the best advice we ever 
got was to just keep writing, so that’s what we 
were doing. We kept writing and recording and 

came up with ‘Believer.’ We thought it was 
cool, so we just sent it out to get some feedback 

on it. The song wasn’t even done yet. And so 
organically a friend passed it to another friend 
and next thing we knew it was on AltNation on 
Sirius XM Radio, and we started thinking the 
same thing with ‘Best Day Of My Life.’ Next 
thing we knew, we were getting offers for it 
to be in commercials and trailers. Once these 
things start happening, it‘s crazy. You write 

songs for yourself, and to see people gravitate 
towards that is so cool.”

What was it like being on tour with 
OneRepublic and The Script?

“It was great! We have been listening to 
them since before we started playing mu-
sic together. We got to watch them every 
night and hang out with them. It was re-

ally influential and exciting getting to see 
our idols on stage. It was a pretty amazing 

opportunity for us.”

Do you feel like you got a rub from 
them?

“For sure. We definitely learned a lot 
about songwriting. We learned about 

production and a live show with what we 
could do on our own.”

What is your relationship with The 
Mowgli’s? 

“The Mowgli’s have been our really 
good friends for a long time now. They 

were the first band that we ever went on 
a real tour with. They were the first big 
tour we ever did as American Authors. 

We‘ve known them for a long time and 
it‘s great to be back on tour with them 

now. They‘re some of the nicest people 
we‘ve ever met.”

Do you have any preshow rituals?

“Recently, we got one of those mini travel 
guitars, and we‘ve been warming up by 

playing a bunch of fun covers that we all 
know. We sing and scream along to those 

and get ourselves pumped up.”

 Read the full article at 
wsbuthebuzzworthy.wordpress.com

What is your favorite song to play live?
“‘Luck’ is always fun and ‘Hit It.’ I have 
to say though that ‘Best Day of My Life’ 

is always fun because we always get a 
huge reaction from everyone.”

A LOOK INTO
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INTO the WOODS: 

A Fairytale Mashup 
By Alicia Maldonado

How would you feel if you could watch a movie 
where all of your favorite fairytales come to life? 
Well, your wish has been granted, and you will 
get to see it this Christmas Day, a day where 
magic is already found in the air. 

Into the Woods is a movie created off a number of 
eerie Grimm fairytales. The movie intertwines the 
fairytales of Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, 
Jack and the Beanstalk, and Rapunzel.  How can 
mixing these fairytales possibly be done? 

Do not worry because this has been done before. 
Originally formatted for a live performance, 
Into the Woods has now been adapted for the 
big screen. It features an A-List cast, including 
Johnny Depp, Meryl Streep, and Anna Kendrick. 
Emily Bunt and  Chris Pine round out the list. 

 The movie is developed around the Baker 
man and his cursed wife who desperately wants 
to have a baby. Just like all the other characters, 
they wish for something they really want. A witch 
comes and says that she will lift the curse if they 
travel into the woods and find objects to break the 

NIGHTCRAWLER TERRIFIES ON 
OPENING WEEKEND

By Brianna Kasperek

magic’s hold. These objects happen to be what 
the other fairytales are connected with. Objects 
that need to be found include Little Red Riding 
Hood’s cape and Cinderella’s glass slipper. 

So far, I have watched the trailer about ten 
times, and I can’t stop. This movie will pull you 
in. It will be exciting to see how they connect all 
the different fairytales together and make them 
a part of one huge production. What I am not 
totally excited for is the singing. Musicals that 
turn into movies  are not often the best. There 
is a thin line that separates the film from being 
either amazing or corny. I can tell you that the 
character I am most excited for is the Wolf 
played by Johnny Depp. This character seems 
almost too perfect for his dark side.

My recommendation is that after you finish 
unwrapping your Christmas presents, go with 
your family and friends and travel on your own 
journey into the woods. 

Jake Gyllenhaal gives his best performance in 
film noir thriller Nightcrawler, which debuted 
on Oct. 31. Whether it was his huge, dead eyes 
or his creepy smile,

Gyllenhaal’s character, Lou Bloom, rendered 
audiences speechless.

Bloom becomes a freelance videographer 
specializing in crime in Los Angeles. Obsessed 
with getting the right angles, he lets no 
obstacle, including people, get in his way of 
capturing the perfect shot. The film, yielding 
thought-provoking conversation on ethics in 
journalism, begs the question, “Though his 
actions are mostly legal, are they morally 
right?” The exploration of the corruption of 
traditional media is a fresh perspective, which 
is part of the reason why the film has been so 
successful.

Aside from Gyllenhaal’s brilliant 
performance, the visuals left audiences on the 
edge of their seats. The climactic car chase, 

shot so that the audience felt they were in Lou’s 
car watching the events unfold, took about six 
weeks to plan, according to the film’s writer-
director Dan Gilroy. It paid off. Gasps could be 
heard among many audience members during 
this intense scene.

Nightcrawler topped the box office 
Halloween weekend, taking in about $10.91 
million. If you like American Psycho or 
Zodiac, you need to see this movie. I’d give 
this must-see film 5/5 stars. Check Fandango.
com for showings in theaters near you.

A LOOK INTO



WSBU 
VS

THE BV 
SEMI-ANNUAL BASKETBALL GAME

SATURDAY, DEC. 6 
1 p.m. in the Richter

COME WATCH THE BUZZ KICK SOME ASS

DON’T FORGET 
THE STAFFER PARTY! 

SATURDAY, DEC. 6
NOON in RC 211/213
THERE WILL BE PIZZA


