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“For it is in giving that we receive.”
-St. Francis of Assissi 

There are a few weekends on campus that I look forward to more than the rest; Spring 
Weekend, Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day… they’re each fun in their own right, but they’re 
not what I’m looking forward to right now.

Right now, I’ve got Family Weekend on my mind.
There’s something about Family Weekend that I really love. I couldn’t put my finger on it 

until very recently, when I started to teach Kindergarten a few days a week for field block. 
I went to help out at the school when the Kindergarteners and parents came in to meet 
the teachers, and I saw all of these five-year-olds running around the classroom showing 
off their cubbies and chairs, the calendar, their pictures on the walls, and I thought it was 
adorable how proud they were of this special little space they had created for themselves.

Then I realized that it’s that reason that makes me love Family Weekend. My parents, like 
quite a few of yours out there, like to come up and at least spend Saturday with my sisters 
and I on campus. It gives me a chance to show off this crazy little place I call home now, 
and like a five-year-old on Parent Night I’m proud to show my parents around Allegany, 
introduce them to my friends, and (probably most importantly) give them the tour of 
WSBU. I can’t wait to show my family our relatively new chalkboard wall, the speakers our 
Production department installed in the ceiling this week, and our fancy new door handle. 
Is it a little childish? Probably, but you can’t stop me now.

That’s not the only cool thing about Family Weekend, though. Not many universities that 
I know of can just close down the main street in town and get students, local businesses, 
and residents of the surrounding area to all come out and spend a day shopping, eating, 
getting a caricature drawn, petting alpacas, and watching the musicians, dancers, and 
the juggler (who is also my uncle; we take Family Weekend very seriously). Bringing 
the two communities coming together to have fun and support each other is definitely 
a Bonaventure thing to do, and it’s one of those things you can brag about to all of your 
friends who chose to go to state school. I know I do.

Family Weekend is a Bonaventure tradition, but it’s not the only way we’re teaming up 
with the Olean/Allegany community this year. In October, Bonaventure students and local 
residents alike are participating in the March for Babies, a walk whose raised funds will 
go directly to supporting babies who are born prematurely, with disabilities, or very sick 
and their families through the March of Dimes. For anyone who knows someone who has 
had a child in the NICU, you know how scary it is. As someone who had had a friend lose a 
child, I know what a terrible loss it is. Doing something as easy as donating a little money 
and taking a walk on a Saturday morning with my friends doesn’t sound like it would 
have a huge impact in scenarios like that, but just remember that the March of Dimes 
organization are the people who helped fund the research that found a cure for polio.

That’s kind of a big deal.
The March for Babies is a cause that several members of the Board of Directors and our 

staff are personally connected to and believe strongly in, and we hope that you believe in it 
too. If you do, you can visit our team website, Buzz’d About Babies (get it?) and make even 
a small donation. I’ll leave the link below so you don’t lose it, but if you do you can always 
stop by our Bonagany table and toss some spare change into our donation box when you 
buy your $5 t-shirt (which looks pretty freaking great, if I do say so myself).

Thank you in advance, if not for a donation to the Buzz’d About Babies fund, then for 
being apart of a community that believes that togetherness and supporting one another is 
the way to go.

Contributing Staff 
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   News @ The Buzz

Bona News Now gets your scoop on Bonagany 
 Left to right: Lori Bennett-Kolasa, Stephanie Boeher, Marissa Bruno

For this week’s special edition of Bona 
News Now, Lori Bennett-Kolasa of the 
Cattaraugus County Arts Council visited the 
station to speak with the news department 
about this weekend’s Bonagany. 

Bonagany began as a chance to improve 
the relationship between students and local 
residents. Kolasa has served on the board 
seven out of its eight years of existence. 

Bonagany has been able to close the 
Main Street that goes right through the 
center of town. The theme is entirely local. 
Local musicians, local artwork, and local 
vendors, the event is open to the town. “It’s 
really what sets Bonagany apart from other 
festivals,” said Kolasa. 

 Why should students bring their families 
to Bonagany anyways? Kolasa replies with, 
“because it’s really really awesome. It 
really gives students a look into the kind of 
community they’ll be living in during their 
stay here at St. Bonaventure University.” 

For the last two years, Bonaventure began 
offering the Bona bus to take students 
to and from the village. The bus runs all 
day. Kolasa explains that the feedback 
each year is overwhelmingly positive. Last 
year, Bonagany had a total of 3,000-4,000 
participants.  “We work really hard all year 
long for this one day. The measure of our 
success is the volume of people who have 
attended over the years,” Kolasa explains.

By Marissa Bruno 
Although the committee has lost some of 

its funding, local businesses have stepped 
forward to keep this event running. The 
local Allegany Community Bank, Duggan 
& Duggan, Kinley  Corporation, Iroquois 
Group Inc.,  and the Ink Well were eager to 
help because of all the work that goes into 
this event. 

Overall, Kolasa feels confident about the 
result of this year’s Bonagany. “Students 
are so helpful when they get involved.” 

Her favorite part about Bonagany? The 
people. “Bonagany shows the pride of the 
community and the university and I like to 
think of it as a party for 3,000 of our closest 
friends. When I see how happy people are 
at the event that makes me really happy.” 

Be sure to check out Bonagany 11-5pm 
this Saturday. Even though there is rain in 
the forecast, Bonagany will go on rain or 
shine.

Photo credts: Makeda Loney 
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By Nicholas Coyne
Love This Giant is the first collaborative 

album from the former lead singer of 
new-wave pioneers Talking Heads, David 
Byrne, and indie-pop sensation St. Vincent 
(real name Annie Clark). The lead single 
“Who” begins the album, equipped with 
an energetic brass section and dueling 
lyrics that ask, “Who is an honest man ?,” 
and question the burden of taking on an 
estranged love. The combination of Byrne’s 
and Clark’s voices prove to be a match made 
in heaven. Their lyrical direction favors an 
abstract form of writing, which lends the 
musicianship more responsibility to carry 
the feeling of the music.

Byrne’s hollow and swooning voice that 
was a staple of his many solo ventures and 

work with the Talking Heads, has new life 
instilled in it as it becomes one with the 
influence of St. Vincent’s pop background. 
On songs like “Dinner for Two” and “I 
Should Watch TV,” the rapid drums and 
bursting brass give Byrne’s voice a whole 
new aura of emphasis. Their harmonies are 
reminiscent of musicians who have worked 
together for years and their chemistry is 
hard to ignore on songs like “Lazarus,” 
where they seem to be beckoning to each 
other. While Byrne is the veteran of the 
duo, Clark’s presence is the main attraction 
of songs like “Ice Age” and “The Forest 
Awakes.”

The back end of the album has a 
slower tempo, but features a beautifully-

orchestrated ballad titled “Outside of Space 
& Time.” “The One Who Broke Your Heart” 
closes out the album on a high note and 
feels like a farewell song to give the listener 
that one last minute of bliss accompanied 
by an active brass section.

Love This Giant meshes the distinct styles 
of both musicians very well. While there 
could have been a more diverse sound 
throughout the album, the incorporation of 
the brass section with St. Vincent’s guitar 
and both musicians’ vocals is a pairing that 
no one could have asked for. Yet, it seems 
so very right together. Love This Giant gets 
4 Talking Heads out of 5.

St. Vincent pairs up with David Byrne for perfect pitch 

Grizzly Bear roars again in new album 
By Ciaran Lucey 

On September 18, indie-rock group 
Grizzly Bear released their fourth studio 
album Shields. After ending the tour for 
their breakout album Veckatimest, the 
band went on a six-month break where 
they each began writing and recording solo 
demos. Once they reconvened as a band 
they immediately started to write material 
for Shields. 

Having just released an album that 
debuted at #8 on the Billboard Top 200, 
Grizzly Bear was writing for a whole new 
group of fans. Even though the pressure 
of impressing the new listeners was on 
they did not disappoint at all. The band 
takes a step back from what they did on 
Veckatimest and provides a much softer 
sound that will relax you more and more 
as the album progresses. 

Staying true to their psychedelic roots, 
each song takes you on it’s own trip. The 
instruments they combine mesh perfectly 
together and create a sound that makes 
you feel as if you are part of the song. The 
variations in tempo and volume give you 
a sense of what point in the song you’re 

at and allow for smooth transitions to the 
next track.  The best example of this is 
in the song “Speak in Rounds.” The song 
itself starts out quiet and slow but as it goes 
on both gradually build until the sound 
almost completely dies out. Without you 
knowing the song changed, it immediately 
transitions to a minute of what sounds like 
a combination of psychedelic sounds and 
ambient noise. 

The album is full of songs such as “Sleeping 
Ute”, “Speak in Rounds” and “Yet Again” 
which will definitely be hits amongst their 
fan base. These songs feature captivating 
and calm verses with a semi-fast paced and 
catchy chorus. One song on the album, “ A 
Simple Answer” starts out sounding like 
Grizzly Bear’s version of an anthem but 
in the last two minutes they revert back to 
their signature sound. 

Three years after the release of 
Veckatimest and almost a year-and-a-
half after announcing the follow up it’s 
sufficient to say that Shields was worth the 
wait. The track list switches between fast 
and slow songs, which keeps you interested 

and entertained. Overall the album is very 
well organized and doesn’t contain one 
song that I don’t enjoy therefore getting a 
rating of 4 out of 5 stars.
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Featured Reviews

By Allie Napoli
Since 2008 when they started in London, 

The xx has always provided fans with 
fulfilling sounds and lovely voices. They 
have yet to disappoint. 

Listening to The xx’s new album 
COEXIST (released September 10, 2012) 
will give listeners a new kind of sensation 
when listening to their music. Unlike their 
last album, XX, which had a catchy tune 
and beat to almost every song, COEXIST 
possesses different qualities. With the use 
of some electric guitars, drum machines 
and tons of bass, the English indie-pop 
band has created a new album with a more 
serene, hypnotic flow.

The full experience of both Romy Madley 
Croft and Oliver Sim’s voices and the 
unexpectedly haunting instrumentals 
seems to reflect the harsh realities of an 
unhealthy relationship. 

In “Tides,” the lyrics truly show the 
emotional exhaustion both of them have 
gone through. 

“You leave with the tide/And I can’t stop 

The xx sets the bar higher with COEXIST 
you leaving/I can see it in your eyes/Some 
things have lost their meaning.”

As listeners go through each track, they 
can’t ignore the pain being transferred 
from Madley-Croft and Sim back to the 
listener. The more and more listeners 
hear the songs, the deeper the meanings 
become and the more vulnerable the two 
voices sound.

Although it may be a possibility that past 
fans of The xx may not be used to the more 
gloomy side of the duo, going into the 
album with an open mind could do a lot. 

Thanks to the help and inspiration from 
producer, Jamie Smith, COEXIST is 
nothing but a breakthrough album for The 
xx. They have explored a different side of 
their talents and are eager to present it to 
their fans. 

The xx has not only been exploring new 
options within their music, but they have 
also refined their sound. A sharper, more 
edgy side of The xx has been revealed, 
a side that many of their fans will deeply 
appreciate. Mixed with a hint of pain and 

heartbreak, fans can relate to their music 
more so than their previous album. The 
way Madley-Croft and Sim mesh their 
voices with one another has created not 
only an excellent album, but also a true 
work of art. 4.5/5

Band of Horses brings it with follow-up LP 
By Kirk Windus  

The follow up to Band of Horses’s 2010 
album, Infinite Arms, which received 
a grammy nomination for alternative 
album of the year, is likely to receive much 
of the same attention. This album is a 
phenomenal piece of work that leads the 
listener on a journey from the world of 
upbeat indie rock, to laid-back folk rock. 

The album kicks off with the up-tempo 
“Knock, Knock,” which channels a more 
restrained version of The Black Keys. The 
album later takes on a much more laid-back 
feel on the massively nostalgic, acoustic 
driven “Slow Cruel Hands of Time.” This 
track is a slow, folk-rock masterpiece that 
sounds something like a Eagles ballad. 
Lead singer Ben Bridwell looks back at 
his life, crooning over beautifully intricate 
harmonies, and subdued organ playing. 

Another of the album’s standout tracks 
is “Dumpster World.” The song begins 
as a slow, bluesy, Crosby, Stills and Nash 
sounding tune before suddenly exploding 
into a distorted, guitar-driven chorus that 
sounds like its borrowed from the Jimmy 
Eat World songbook. Bridwell sarcastically 

praises modern society, condemning 
everything from drug use to irresponsible 
environmental practices. 

Bridwell accounts life on the road as a 
musician on “Electric Music,” singing, 
“one way or another/gonna make it back 
home/this is what it does/traveling the 
opening road.” This up-tempo rock song 
stays positive amidst all of the difficulties 
Bridwell talks about, and even explodes into 
a great classic-rock guitar solo. 

“Heartbreak 101” is the perfect album 
closer. The song is driven by a slow, reverb-
ridden guitar riff and gravelly vocals, 
which are eventually accompanied by a full 
orchestra. The song includes some of the best 
lyrics from the album as well, as Bridwell 
sings “You leave me more damaged every 
day/you took my whole world and threw 
it all away,” before yearningly crooning “I 
know its over and it sounds so cliché/but I 
want you back so badly/take the pieces as 
they lay.” 

The album is a fantastic work. Pick up a 
copy of Mirage Rock ASAP. You won’t want 
to miss out on this terrific album. 4/5 stars.  
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#getbuzzed on fashion

By Kiara Catanzaro
Grunge, which is most notable for it’s début during 

the 90’s, was a style that involved taking casual pieces 
and transforming them into a comfy, laid-back look that 
flaunted a carefree attitude.  This fad is now back for the 
fall season, and everyone from celebrities to Bonaventure 
students are joining the bandwagon.  The best part is, it is 
very easy to get the look and there is no, “wrong way” of 
adding grunge to your wardrobe. 

Knit Sweaters/Cardigans: Not only are they cozy for the 
fall season (sweater weather is better weather,) they can 
also play down your outfit to make it more casual.  Want 
to add more grunge? Buy the sweater in a larger size and 
wear it as a dress with tights and a pair of comfy flats!  

Leggings have become more 
popular each year.  They 
can take a summer dress or 
tunic and transform it into a 
warmer fall outfit.  Match it 
with a pair of riding boots to 
add more to your look.

Riding Boots: Riding boots established their 
main spark in mainstream fashion around 
two years ago.  From knee-high, flat riding 
boots to four-inch ankle-booties, this trend 
can spice up any fall outfit whether you want 
to dress an outfit up or down.

“Grunging down” spices up any fall look 

Pictured above: Sierra Nutt 

Pictured above: Sabine Nakim 
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#getbuzzed on fashion
Tights: A newer fad, but they can pull off the same effect as leggings.  Want to try 

a newer trend?  Try pairing a pair of tights under a pair of dress shorts to create a 
comfy look that will keep you toasty during the cooler months.

Guy’s Button down shirt: Girls wearing guy’s shirts is nothing out of the ordinary.  
Pairing a guy’s button down or flannel is not only comfortable and loose fitting, it can 
be paired with leggings and boots to spice up your grunge-inspired outfit.  Celebrities 
from Jennifer Aniston to Natalie Portman have honed this trend.

One of the easiest ways to complete a grunge look is through layering different 
pieces. Layering has been a popular fad that can be used in every season.  Not ready 
to give up a summer dress yet?  Try layering the dress with a knit cardigan, a pair of 
leggings and riding boots to have a comfy outfit that still shows off you best summer 
dress.  Other ways of adding grunge to your look through accessories, scarves and 
hats can take any look and renovate it into a trendy, warm and grunge-y look without 
adding much effort. 

The possibilities are endless when it comes to this fall look.  All you need are a few 
keys pieces and you can start transforming any of your summer dresses and skirts 
into cold weather approved outfits that will keep you warm and comfy all season.

Bracelets and bangles big for fall
By Becca Rehac 

Autumn is approaching fairly quickly 
and with it comes a whole new set of 
trends that will take over the fashion 
world for several months to follow. 
One of these trends that seem to be 
taking over autumn is  the accessory 
of Bangles. Yep, bangles are back 
in trend this fall. A bangle, being a 
rigid bracelet or anklet, is the perfect 
accessory for any outfit this fall. 
There are several different ways to 
accessorize your outfit with bangles 
and make it your own style. With 
bangles coming in all shapes and sizes 
now-a-day from all around the world 

it’s very easy to find some bangles that fit 
your style. A few things to remember are 
that bangles are the perfect way to express 
yourself and your style. Shiny bangles will 
always attract peoples’ attention and add 
the perfect amount of sparkle to an outfit. 
Another way you can go is mixing different 
bangles together. Adding a wooden bangle 
to several different metal bangles adds 
a more natural and rustic look for the 
autumn. This fall experiment with bangles 
to find your own style. With so many 
different styles it will be an easy addition 
to your wardrobe.
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By Joe Phelan
The Avett Brothers first studio album 

since 2009 is definitely something special. 
Titled The Carpenter The Avett Brothers 

shed light on important topics such as 
death, love and hope. Although the album 
might not be as flashy as I and Love and 
You, The Carpenter will have you pleased 
from the first song (The Once and Future 
Carpenter) to the last (Life). 

Labeled as “Rock” on iTunes, the album 
sounded much more like folk. “The Once 
and Future Carpenter” is a song about the 
trials and tribulations of life. Scott and 
Sean Avett sing of travel, taking chances 
and “not being afraid to die.” “Sometimes 
I hit, sometimes it robs me blind,” is a 
lyric that depicts the notion that life is a 
gamble. Another great line is “When I lose 
my direction, I’ll look up at the sky.” The 
endless road of life is throughout this song. 
They speak of being there for friends. It’s 
probably the most popular song on the 
album. It is a heartfelt song filled with 

By Ciaran Lucey 
Exactly 12 years after the release of their 

debut album, the experimental rock group 
Animal Collective have released their ninth 
studio album, Centipede Hz. 

The release of this album celebrates the 
return of one of the founding members, 
Deakin, who took a temporary hiatus 
from the band during the recording and 
touring process for their eighth album, 
Merriweather Post Pavilion. With Deakin 
back in his original spot, the band switches 
their sound from the upbeat lyrics and 

The Avett Brothers definitely don’t disappoint 
compassion and companionship. 

The best song on the album, “Pretty Girl 
from Michigan,” tells a story about finding 
love and making mistakes. With deep lyrics 
and powerful vocals, Scott and Sean Avett 
do a wonderful job. 

Another dynamic and powerfully lyric 
song is “Through my Prayer.” It has 
much softer vocals than “Pretty Girl from 
Michigan.” It is a song about dealing 
with death. It shows a person who loses 
someone they truly care about even though 
the person might not have known. The 
refrain, “Feels like no one understands 
and now my only chance to talk to you is 
through my prayers. I only wanted to tell 
you I care,” shows a broken person who can 
only communicate with the dead through 
prayer. It is a very relatable song to anyone 
really which makes The Avett Brothers 
more personal.  

Other impressive songs on the album 
are: “Down with the Shine,” “Winter in my 

Heart,” and “A Father’s First Spring.” 
Overall the album is very good and I 

recommend in to anyone who enjoys 
meaningful music. They remind me so 
much of Mumford & Sons which makes me 
even more excited for the release of their 
new album. 4/5 stars. 

Animal Collective continues legacy with ninth studio album 
melodies found in Merriweather to a more 
psychedelic and experimental sound. The 
songs on the album sound as if they put in 
every sound they could think of. That being 
said, the songs have a very cluttered, but 
melodic, feel to them.

When listening to Centipede Hz it sounds 
as if the album is broken up into three 
different parts. The first part is comprised 
of six songs that flow together beautifully 
and sound as if they could be one 27-minute 
song. Out of these, three of them really 

stand out. 
The first of these is entitled “Rosie Oh”. 

This song talks about someone who has left 
their home and is walking around exploring 
the earth. The melody and sounds in the 
background make you want to walk around 
bobbing your head with a smile on your 
face. The song immediately after is named 
“Applesauce” and just like the name hints, 
it’s a song full of fruit analogies. 

The last track in this part of the album 
is “Father Time” which reverts back to 
a sound similar to that of their seventh 
album, Strawberry Jam. 

The verses start out slow and calm and 
gradually lead up to an exclamation at the 
beginning of the chorus followed by the 
repetition of “here we go, here we go now.” 

The last two parts of this album are 
pretty lackluster but they are still good 
nonetheless. The second part is made up 
of two songs, both of which are nothing 
special. The final part of this album has 
three songs, which made a good outro. All-
in-all this album was heavily thought out 
and the amount of work they put in was very 
evident. The way the album flows together 
sounds like a live concert experience and 
because of that I’m giving Centipede Hz a 
rating of 3.75 stars. 
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  Cat Power

By Emily Steves 
It took six years, but Cat Power is back 

with its first album of original material 
since The Greatest.

You’ve probably heard music from Cat 
Power even if you don’t think you have.

Do you remember the scene in the movie 
Juno, where Bleeker joins Juno in her 
hospital bed and just holds her, post-
baby? A tear trickles down Juno’s cheek 
and a soft cover of “Sea Of Love” plays in 
the background. The band that produced 
that cover is Cat Power.

See? Told you ya knew ’em.
The album’s opening track, “Cherokee,” 

begins with a quiet roll of the drums. 
From there, the song takes off with piano 
and, shortly after, Chan (pronounced like 
“Shawn”) Marshall’s distinctively slow, 
alto voice joins the cacophony. Her voice 
doesn’t sound very optimistic as she sings, 
“Never knew love like this / The wind, 
moon, the earth, the sky / Never knew 
pain like this / Everything die, then die.” 
Marshall’s voice finally drops monotony 
when the chorus rolls around.

 It sounds like there could be three women 
singing at any given time in “Cherokee,” as 
well as the rest of the album. Marshall’s 
voice runs rampant in several different 
layers and directions. It’s quite a beautiful 
feat and makes waiting six long years 
worthwhile.

The album’s namesake follows 
“Cherokee.” Brace yourself; it’s not bright 
and cheery like the name suggests. “Here 
it comes, here it comes / Here comes 
the sun,” she sings, lyrics just a tad 
reminiscent of The Beatles. However, 

nothing in this song is equivalent to the 
happy-go-lucky feelings in “Here Comes 
The Sun.” The instrumentals are dark and 
electronic. They match Marshall’s voice, 
which remains monotonous for nearly the 
entirety of the song. She lilts up and breaks 
the monotony when she sings, “This is the 
day / People like me have been waiting 
for.” This song won’t make you feel warm 
and fuzzy like its name implies. Instead, 
it’s cold, boring and quite possibly the 
worst track on the album. 

Beautiful and bright piano opens up track 
three, “Ruin.” Marshall sings out all the 
places she’s traveled and the revelation 
that came to her while traveling. “All 
the way back home, to my town / To my 
town / Bitching, complaining, yet some 
people who ain’t got shit to eat / Bitching, 
moaning, so many people you know what 
they got.” 

The piano is what makes “Ruin” such a 
pleasant track to listen to. It’s lively and 
uplifting. Maybe Marshall should have 
named this track “Sun” instead.  

The fourth track on Sun highlights 
Marshall’s adventures with numerous 
addictions. The upbeat instruments 
provide the song, titled “3, 6, 9,” with 
the most playful tune on the album. Her 
chorus, complete with hand-clapping, 
makes light of her old addictions, “3, 6, 9, 
you drink wine / Monkey on your back, you 
feel just fine.”

“Human Being” is a song that features 
the widest range for Marshall’s voice. The 
instrumentals are not nearly as complex or 
electronic as some of the other tracks and, 

quite frankly, it’s refreshing. Instead, the 
focus is on Marshall’s voice. Her optimism 
is inspiring in lines like these: “You’ve got 
your own voice, so sing / you’ve got two 
hands so let’s go and make anything.” 

The opening guitar riffs in “Silent 
Machine” are catchy and will suck you into 
the track. But, as usual, Marshall’s voice 
lacks depth and/or enthusiasm. The best 
part of the entire song is when her voice 
sings along with the guitar. She has a lovely 
soprano voice when she actually uses it.

Marshall sounds more like her old 
material when she teams up with Iggy Pop 
in track ten, “Nothin But Time.” The pair 
goes on to sing, in unison, “It’s up to you 
to be a superhero / It’s up to you to be like 
nobody.” 

Cat Power’s Sun certainly won’t please 
everyone. Don’t listen to it on a Friday 
night expecting it to pump you up for 
the weekend. Instead, listen to it in an 
environment where you can really sit 
back and appreciate the lyrics. Marshall 
spent years perfecting the material for this 
album. It takes time to pick it apart and 
appreciate it.

Marshall deserves a lot of credit for 
venturing and experimenting with different 
sounds for Sun than what she’s used to. It’s 
worth the $9.99 on iTunes only if you’re an 
avid fan. Sample and go after the key tracks 
if you’re not. Oh, and buy “Sea of Love” 
while you’re at it.

Key tracks: “Ruin,” “3,6,9,” “Cherokee,” 
“Silent Machine” 3.5/5



Oct. 28 - The Toasters
Dec. 19 - Everytime I Die w. The Chariot, Letlive, Title Flight 
Dec. 20 - Everytime I Die w. The Chariot, Letlive, Title Flight, Kills 
and Thrills 
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WSBU’s Soundtrack to your semester

Rochester, NY 

Sept. 20 - Minus The Bear w. Cursive

Sept. 21 - Coheed and Cambria w. Three

Sept. 26 - The Antlers

Oct. 3 - Sleigh Bells & Araabmuzik

Oct. 27 - Grouplove w. Ms Mr

Nov. 4 - MXPX and Unwritten Law w. Verus the World, FLF

Nov. 4 - Badfish, A Tribute to Sublime w. Scotty Don’t

Nov. 8 - G Love & Special Sauce w. Giant Panda Guerilla 
Dub Squad

Nov. 14 - Theory of a Deadman w. Adelitas Way, Charm City 
Devils

Dec. 1 - State Radio

Waterstreet Music Hall

Photo Credit: Andrew Lipovsky

Blue Cross Arena 

The Bug Jar

Oct. 17 - Wiz Khalifa 
Oct. 30 - Bruce Springsteen & the E Street Band 
Nov. 24 - SBU vs. Niagara
Dec. 5 - Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra

Oct. 6 - Joywave w. KOPPs, 
The Wallpaper, The Branch Davidians 
Oct. 8 - King Orchid w. Cavalcade, TBA 
Oct. 14 - Generationals w. Devin, The Demos
Oct. 17 - Ringo Deathstarr w. Abandoned Buildings Club, 
Spaceweather Shakes 
Nov. 2 - Hank & Cupcakes w. Sports, 
The Wallpaper

Buffalo, NY

Town Ballroom
Sept. 14 - Dropkick Murphys w. Snapcase 
Sept. 17 - Hatebreed w. Whitechapel, 
All Shall Perish, Deez Nutz 
Sept. 19 - Coheed & Cambria w. Three
Sept. 20 - Lotus w. Kung Fu 
Sept. 21 - Lotus  
Sept. 25 - Thee Oh Sees & Ty Segall
Sept. 26 - Das Racist w. Le1f, Safe 
Oct. 1 - Datsik w. Delta Heavy, Bare Noize, AFK 
Oct. 2 - Needtobreathe w. Drew Holcolmb, Parachute  
Oct. 4 - Mutemath w. Civil Twilight
Oct. 6 - Matt & Kim w. Oberhofer
Oct. 24 - Walk off the Earth  
Oct. 25 - Circa Survive w. Touche Amore, 
Balance and Composure, O’Brother 
Nov. 9 - Sharon Van Etten w. Damien Jurado 
Nov. 15 - Sister Sparrow & The Dirty Birds  
 Nov. 29 - Trampled By Turtles  

Mohawk Place

 Questions? Concerns? Compliments?
Get in touch with us at 

wsbufm@sbu.edu, 
message WSBU on Facebook  

or follow us on Twitter, @WSBU. 
WORTHY
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Fall semester concerts 

WSBU’s Soundtrack 

Sept. 13 – Gaelic Storm w/ Chris Allen 
Sept. 16 – GWAR w/ The Casualties 
Sept. 18 – Hatebreed & Whitechapel w/ All Shall Perish, Deez 
Nuts 
Sept. 21 – The Jesus and Mary Chain w/ The Psychic Paramount, 
Rollinghead 
Sept. 26 – Santigold w/ The Teen
Sept. 27 – Big K. R. I. T.
Sept. 30 – Firepower Tour Feat: Datsik, Delta Heavy, Bare Noize 
& AFK
Oct. 4 – Taking Back Sunday w/ Bayside 
Oct. 11 – Blue October w/ Empire, Stars in Stereo 
Oct. 12 – Regina Spektor 
Oct. 16 – Coheed & Cambria w/ The Dear Hunter, 3
Oct. 21 – Silversun Pickups 
Oct. 24 – Circa Survive w/ O’Brother Balance and Composure, 
Touche Amore
Oct. 29 – The Theory of A Deadman w/ Adelita’s Way, Charm City 
Devils
Nov 7. Pierce the Veil w/ Sleeping with Sirens & Hands Like 
Houses 
Nov. 13 – Matt and Kim 
Dec. 5 – Grace Potter & The Nocturnals

The House of Blues The Grog Shop
 Sept. 25 – Melvins Lite & Tweak Birds 
Sept. 26 - The Henry Clay People / Tracy Morgan Freeman / 
Wooly Bullies 
Sept. 27 - The Antlers / Port St Willow 
Sept. 28 - Margot & The Nuclear So & So’s / Lost Jon & the Ghosts 
/ Lowly, The Tree Ghost / Extra Medium Pony 
Sept. 30 - Langhorne Slim & The Law / River City Extension / 
Hive Robbers 
Oct. 2 - David Liebe Band (Tim and Eric’s Awesome Show / Adult 
Swim) 
Oct. 4 - The Sheepdogs / The Buffalo Killers 
Oct. 8 - Tilly & The Wall / Nicky Da B 
Oct. 9 - Propagandhi / Comback Kid / Signals Midwest 
Oct. 12 - Generationals / Devin / Tuesday Blvd 
Oct. 19 - Electric Six / Little Hurricane / Phantasmagoria 
Oct. 24 - Savoir Adore / Royal Canoe / Santah 
Oct. 25 - OFF! / The Spits / Double Negative
Oct. 26 - Flobots / Astronautalis / The Natives 
Oct. 27 - Craig Owens / BEARCAT – The Grog Shop 
Nov. 3 - Andrew Jackson Jihad / Future Of The Left / Jeff 
Rosenstock of Bomb The Music Industry! / Ohio Civil War 
Nov. 6 - MXPX / Unwritten Law / Versus the World / FLF 
Nov. 17 - The Twilight Sad / Errors 
Nov. 30 – Supersuckers 
Dec 3. - New Found Glory Sticks and Stones Tour w/ The Story So 
Far / Seahaven 

     Cleveland, OH

WSBU Stubs 

By Ryan McDonough
On September 11, the legendary Bob Dylan 

released his 35th studio album, Tempest. 
The album begins with a catchy blues-
rock tune, “Duquesne Whistle.” Dylan also 
continues his extraordinary storytelling, 
for which he became so famous. The title 
track contains an epic, describing the wreck 
of the Titanic. 

Bob Dylan- Tempest 

Probably the most meaningful part of 
this album comes in the very last track 
of the album. With a feeling of nostalgia, 
“Roll on John” serves as a tribute to his 
great friend, the late John Lennon. In this 
track, he references “Come Together” and 
“A Day in the Life,” some of Lennon’s most 
recognizable works from his Beatles days. 

Although Bob Dylan does not sound like 
he used to when he was in his prime, he 
still continues to make incredible music. 
At the age of 71 and exactly 50 years after 
releasing his first studio album, Dylan has 
not skipped a beat in his music creation. 
I would highly recommend Tempest, 
definitely worth a listen.

Yes, all you anxious fans, the wait is finally 
over! And for those of you who aren’t fans, 
my condolences. 

Dave Matthews Band released its 
new album Away From the World on 
September 11. This is the band’s first album 
since Big Whiskey and the GrooGrux King 
was released June 2, 2009. The set is made 

By Jordan Zydel
Dave Matthews Band- Away from the World 

up of 11 songs filled with the rich sounds 
of acoustic guitar, bass, saxophone, 
violin, vocals, etc. 

The album was produced by Steve 
Lillywhite who hasn’t worked with the 
band in over ten years, and although the 
typical themes of love, lust, politics, God 
and change appear in the 11 tracks, Away 

From the World has a different feel to it 
than past albums. Aging seems to be a new, 
yet common, theme of the album. 

Once you listen to the album, it will feel as 
if you’ve just experienced a story, which is 
what makes it unique.
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By Nicholas Coyne 
Before his second studio album arrives 

later on this year, GOOD Music’s Big Sean 
presents us with a compilation of songs 
that he has recorded over the past year.

Named after his hometown, Sean delves 
into familiar topics: dream chasing, the 
fast-paced lifestyle that comes with being 
the protégé of Kanye West, a businessman 
himself, and living life to the fullest. 
Quality production has also been a 
compliment to Sean’s different cadences, 
and it isn’t lacking on this mixtape with 
beats from producers KeY Wane, Hit-Boy 
and Young Chop.

Detroit begins with “Higher,” a quality 
introduction that finds Big Sean rhyming 
over a thumping beat, talking trash to 
competition and taking in the spotlight 
that has been brightened on the Michigan 
native’s life in the past year.

On “24 Karats of Gold,” Sean samples 
lyrics from the chorus of the Nas and 
Lauryn Hill classic, “If I Ruled the World.” 
The track becomes a standout on the 
mixtape immediately, as Sean goes into a 
lot of different topics, like the education 

By James Riley 
The rap industry needs Rapsody. That 

much is certain from the opening seconds 
of “Motivation”, a spoken-word sparked 
piece which takes a new life as the beat 
drops, and never falters into the fading 
outro track “When I Have You”. 

The up-and-coming female emcee out of 
North Carolina has brought upon herself 
comparisons with the legendary Lauryn 
Hill, and although I agree, I would like 
to make a few arguments against said 
statement. 

Rapsody is her own talent. Her wordplay, 
flow, and lyrical content are completely her 
own, and I throw her in the same category 
as Kendrick Lamar or Joey Bada$$ as 
lyricists who have found a maturity in their 
music beyond their years. The similarities 
to the great female Fugee are present, but 
on The Idea of Beautiful, Rapsody’s debut 
album off of elite producer 9th Wonder’s 
independent Jamla Record label her voice is 
heard loud and clear. Singles “NonFiction” 
featuring Raheem DeVaughn & Ab-Soul 
and “Believe Me” deserve the praise they’ve 
received, but look to the deeper tracks and 

Big Sean impresses with new mixtape 
system (“How about teaching 
less about trigonometry 
and more about taxes”) and 
exercises his wordplay at the 
same time (“A world where 
we wouldn’t need sleep, that 
way we can catch up instead of 
chase dreams”). J. Cole jumps 
on the last verse and makes 
his witty rhymes look easy 
(“Cheddar on Federer, ballin’ 
till’ I fall, et cetera, et cetera”) 
over a beat with beautifully-
layered bells, strings and 
piano pieces.

Sean turns up the soul, takes a Barry 
White sample and flaunts for us on “How 
It Feel”. Reminiscent of last year’s hit 
“Marvin Gaye and Chardonnay,” this is 
sure to be a party record.

The middle of the mixtape is filled with 
features that are hit-and-miss.”100,” 
which features Kendrick Lamar and Royce 
Da 5’9 capturing the song’s slow, brooding 
essence. “Mula,” featuring French 
Montana and the Tyga-assisted “Do What 
I Gotta Do” seem completely contrived and 

phoned-in, however.
Sean shows off his lyrical capabilities and 

how he can switch up tempo and lyrical 
content without losing a step and while 
Detroit contains plenty of songs that can 
keep Big Sean fans satisfied until his album 
comes out around December, the overall 
quality of the music isn’t, and hasn’t been 
on par with the music he was releasing 
during the “Finally Famous” series of 
mixtapes. Detroit gets 3 SWERVE’s out of 
5.

  Rap needs Rapsody 
you’ll still find an incredibly high quality 
of hip-hop. 

“Good Good Love,” featuring vocalist 
BJ the Chicago Kid, has probably gotten 
the most plays from my music library, 
and “Round-Table Discussion” has the 
potential of becoming ritualistic Sunday-
morning music. 

Throughout each song, Rapsody weaves 
a story over a handpicked instrumental, 
bringing to life a piece of her tale and 
presenting it in a near visual form for the 
listener. Although the female rapper is 
prevalent in hip-hop today, there is no one 
doing it quite like the first lady of Jamla. 
She shows development artist ten years 
deep in the business are still seen lacking, 
and it all seems so natural.  Will the album 
reach a mass wave of ears? Probably not. 
But true fans of real rap music will dig 
into their pockets and pick through their 
drawers to make the purchase. If you 
haven’t done so already, I’d suggest you do 
the same. If this project is Rapsody’s Idea 
of Beautiful, I’d have to say I agree. 

4/5
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By Billy Morehouse 

Like DJ Khaled’s previous 
albums, Kiss the Ring 
is covered in big names: 
Kanye West, Lil Wayne, 
T.I., Rick Ross, Chris 
Brown, Nas, J.Cole, Wiz 
Khalifa, Big Sean, Kendrick 

DJ Khaled- Kiss the Ring 

Lamar and many more. Khaled follows 
the same radio-friendly formula that has 
made him so popular. Not one song on this 
album would fall out of the category of a 
potential club hit. This is not necessarily 
a bad thing but can get old after a while, 
leaving this album with not much staying 

power in my rotation. 
Like all of DJ Khaled’s albums, Kiss the Ring is full of 

a huge celebrity guest list with Khaled making very few 
appearances. However, most of the verses are far from the 
quality that the guests are capable of. Overall, the amount 
of star power on Kiss the Ring makes for an intriguing 
listen and some catchy tracks.  3/5

As much as Lil’ Wayne’s 
Carter album series has 
defined his rise to the top of 
the charts, his Dedication 
mixtapes with DJ Drama 
have proven just as crucial 
to making Lil’ Wayne a 
household name. 

The Dedication series 
takes the hottest tracks in 

By Billy Morehouse 
Lil’ Wayne- Dedication 4

hip-hop with Wayne putting his own spin 
on the track. Radio hits like Kanye West’s 
song “Mercy” and 2Chainz’s “No Lie” make 
an appearance on the mixtape along with 
some other questionable selections. It’s 
been a year since his platinum selling but 
disappointing Carter IV, Lil’ Wayne is back 
with an equally disappointing mixtape. 
Lil’ Wayne has always relied on his corny 
metaphors and it’s gotten laughable 

listening to the stuff that comes out of his mouth. 
For example, on the track “Magic” he says “Like poof, 

there go my roof/ Pow, there go my hammer / Come 
around here stuntin’, get jacked like O’Lantern.” Wayne’s 
recycled punch lines and his unimaginative rhyme 
patterns make fans realize how much we all miss the old 
Lil’ Wayne. He should wait until he has something to say 
before he approaches a microphone again. This mixtape 
solidifies the fact that Weezy is gone for good. 2/5

By James Riley 
Rap Veteran Talib Kweli 

comes through with his 
latest offering Attack The 
Block and makes sure not 
to disappoint. Featuring 
a plethora of rap talent 
including Black Thought, 
Ab-Soul, Lil’ Wayne and 

Talib Kweli- Attack the Block 
Jay Rock, along with superstar producer/
vocalist Ryan Leslie, there’s no shortage of 
talent found on this eighteen-track project. 

Make sure to stick through the whole 
tape, as track fifteen “I Like It,” featuring 
Das Racist, is sure to make you press the 
playback button at least once. Although 
there’s no feature from ex-partner in crime 

Mos Def, there is enough skill and wordplay on this album 
to please any hip-hop head. Keep your eyes peeled for 
the hard hitting track “The Corner” featuring Jay Rock, 
and the impressive lyricist’s display on “Congregation” 
featuring Black Thought and Ab-Soul. 

Talib still has it people, and he’s making sure you know 
that with this collection. 3/5 

A$ap Mob- Lords Never Worry 
By Billy Morehouse

Harlem’s A$AP Mob is 
a group best known for 
the success of their most 
prominent member A$AP 
Rocky’s earlier singles 
“Peso,” “Purple Swag” 
and the more recent 
“Goldie.” Lords Never 
Worry is the group’s 

formal introduction and a follow up 
to A$AP Rocky’s successful mixtape 
LongLiveA$AP. 

Sticking to an already successful formula, 
A$AP Rocky’s solo opener “Thuggin’ 
Noise” finds his trademark swagger and 
slowed down vocals accompanied by gun 
sounds. However, besides member A$ap 
Ferg the individual members of A$AP Mob 

have stepped out of the shadows and shown that they have 
a long way to go before establishing themselves as hip-hop 
figures on their own. 

A$ap Ferg has three solo tracks that really allows his 
talent to shine. A$AP Mob has created a signature and 
recognizable sound finding inspiration from the likes of 
the legendary DJ Screw and UGK. While the project is 
lackluster at points due to redundancy, A$AP Rocky and 
his mob are developing a unique movement. 3.5/5

WSBU Stubs 

ZZ Top- La Futura 
By Shea Raff 

How many artists can say 
they’ve released 15 studio 
albums?  Not many, but ZZ 
Top sure can.  La Futura 
is the latest work put out 
by the legendary beer 
drinkers and hell raisers.

With nothing to prove anymore, Top 
can pretty much do whatever they want.  
This album is stripped down, bluesy and 
definitely worth a listen.  “I Gotsa Get Paid” 
is by far the most charismatic track and 
resembles their iconic hits from the past 
four decades.  Songs such as “Chartreuse” 
have a little more of a pop sound and even 

stir up memories of the famous song, “Tush.”
While Gibbons’s voice shows exactly what a steady diet 

of booze and cigarettes can do, it simply makes the album 
that much better.  His raspy vocals are almost soothing 
and intimidating at the same time.

Southern rock with a dash of blues has never sounded so 
good. La Futura does not disappoint and is exactly what 
we have come to expect from ZZ Top.
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By Paige Winston 
Thee Oh Sees— Putrifiers II

Thee Oh Sees are back in their normal 
realm of San Franciscan vibrancy with 
Putrifiers II. If you were wondering, there 
was no Putrifiers I, but with 14 albums, 
who would doubt it? The honest truth 
of Putrifiers II is that it’s still the same 
rambunctious five members rocking out. 

 The album jumps from each one of Thee 
Oh Sees different styles that have been 
tested and scattered over the past few 

albums. Putrifiers II leaps from heavy 
bass-lines to trippy tunes. They didn’t fail 
to push the limits of variety for one record, 
though that may be arguable to some.

 “Lupine Dominus,” with a shrill 
introduction, flows into garage rock at its 
very finest with roaring guitars and a raw 
drum line. The chaotic nature of the track 
fades out by halfway through the second 
minute into a washed out vocal layer. 

A 90’s flow is matched with an almost 
nautical theme that has listeners both 
confused and intrigued.

 The album closer, “Goodnight Baby,” 
is soft enough to rock you to sleep in 
an inviting embrace that can hardly be 
compared to “Lupine Dominus.”

 All in all, the noise made from Putrifiers 
II is nothing but expected at this point 
from Thee Oh Sees. 3/5

Two Door Cinema Club— Beacon 
By Paige Winston
 I will go on like a broken record until the 
day I stop breathing in the belief that a 
sophomore album is the most important 
for any band. Tourist History, Two Door 
Cinema Club’s first LP effort, was a well-
made pop album with few kinks. Beacon, 
on the other hand, is a solid indie album 
with a more steady and mature pace.
 “Next Year,” the first track on the album 
poses a simple message through an upbeat 
tempo laced with a hint of mellifluousness. 
This track most resembles Tourist 

History’s upbeat tempo.
Where the melodies really begin to hook 
listeners is on “Someday,” a contagious 
track with a repetitive hook. That, 
alongside “Sleep Alone,” may be the most 
entertaining number on the album. 
 The best part about Beacon is it can be 
listened to at any given time, either as 
something faint to the ear, or an in your 
face jam.
3.5/5

By Justin Peterson 

After thirteen long years, Ben Folds Five 
is back together with their latest album, 
The Sound of the Life of the Mind, and let 
me tell you, they’re back, and in a big way. 
The piano pop the trio is known for, with 
Ben Folds’s lyrics as witty and likable as 
ever. 

The first song off the album, “Erase 
Me,” has an introduction heavy on guitar 
and piano, and then quickly settles into a 

Ben Folds Five- The Sound of the Life of the Mind 

soothing beat and you are instantly swept 
away in Folds’s voice, as he moans about a 
failed relationship. 

“Do it Anyway” is another, more upbeat 
song with a quick piano and drums to 
accompany Folds and his preaching about 
always doing what you want no matter 
what people think.

The album as a whole is actually quite 
bleak. Songs like “Thank You for Breaking 

My Heart” and “Sky High” are melodic, 
quiet songs that tug the heartstrings and 
show in more ways than one how these 
three musicians have grown up since their 
last album. 

Overall, The Sound of the Life of the Mind 
is a great return to form for the trio, and 
the piano pop sound mixed with Folds’s 
lyrics and voice is better than ever. 4/5

By Emily Steves
Imagine Dragons is already featured 

in iTunes’s top 100 singles list with “It’s 
Time,” so go listen to the rest of their debut 
album, Night Visions. Seriously. 

Classified as Indie Rock or Alternative, 
the Las Vegas-based quartet was listed as 
one of 2012 Brightest Stars by Billboard 
Magazine. 

They set the precedent high with 
“Radioactive” as an opener, but it just 
keeps getting better. And here’s the best 

Imagine Dragons- Night Visions 

thing about Imagine Dragons: vocalist 
and front man Dan Reynolds has a voice 
that is easy for the listener to understand. 

The lively beat in “On Top of the World” 
is contagious. You’ll want to dance, 
guaranteed. “Been dreaming of this since 
a child / I’m on top of the world.” The 
band has finally reached fame and you 
can tell that they’re celebrating in this 
track.

“Every Night” is my favorite because 

I’m a softy. Reynolds croons, “I’m coming 
home to you / every night every night every 
night / my mind is made up / nothing can 
change that.”

 Night Visions is going to be an 
album I never tire of. Their instrumentals 
are exciting and the vocals are to die for. 
You’d have to be crazy to not buy the entire 
album. 5/5
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For those who are unaware, Resident Evil 
is a survival horror video game franchise 
developed by Capcom. Resident Evil: 
Retribution is the fifth movie of a series 
whose only connection to the video game 
franchise is a few names and the Umbrella 
Cooperation, a giant conglomerate who are 
responsible for the t-virus which has turned 
a great deal of the human population into 
zombies. 

The Resident Evil movie series focuses 
around an original character called Alice 
(Mila Jovovich) who once worked for 
the Umbrella Cooperation as a security 
officer, but eventually turned against the 
conglomerate and is now their number-
one sworn enemy. 

The movie starts off with Alice in the 
water before it starts to rewind time to 
show how she got there in the first place. 
Then an exposition starts explaining what 
had happened in the past four movies for 
those who hadn’t seen them and didn’t have 
a friend to tell them what happened. Then 
time went back to normal and then the 

By Mallory Diefenbach
Resident Evil fails to impress 

audience is forced to re-watch something 
they already saw.

Then things make a sharp left turn and 
the screen blacks out to Alice waking up 
in bed with a husband (a character who 
had died in a previous movie) in a typical 
suburban home. It is incredibly confusing, 
only made worse when zombies start 
attacking out of nowhere. This confusion 
won’t be cleared up until later on in the 
movie.

 If anybody is looking for a deep, 
thoughtful movie with a good story, deep 
characters and intriguing plot, they should 
spend their money elsewhere. Resident 
Evil: Retribution, like its predecessors 
before it, has fallen victim to terrible 
writing in which fans of the games can 
rightfully wonder if the writers even played 
the games, or read any Wikipedia stubs 
about the franchise for that matter.

For a movie based on a horror franchise, 
it isn’t terribly scary at all with the scariest 
thing being when zombies pop out of 
nowhere in the suburban scene. There is 

no build up of suspense or tension at all, 
which is an important part if the directors 
wanted to terrify people. However, it 
seemed they were more interested in the 
action sequences which plagued the movie.

That being said, the action sequences 
were well done. There are no “damsels 
in distress” and all characters in the 
movie are there to kick some ass and take 
names. If anybody enjoys watching people 
beat each other up and battling huge 
behemoths, Resident Evil: Retribution 
certainly delivers.  Non-action sequences 
rarely last long before Alice and her allies 
start messing things up again.

Resident Evil: Retribution as a movie is 
entertaining, despite how terribly told it is. 
It could be the sheer ridiculousness of the 
story, or it could be the constant action. It 
is one of those movies which are a guilty 
pleasures, something to watch with friends 
on a weekend for the sheer mindless 
violence before talking about how terrible 
it was once the movie ended. 2.5/5  

Struggling author, Rory Johnson 
(Bradley Cooper), had been searching for 
his breakthrough story for two years. When 
he discovers his way into the limelight, he 
is pressed with questions of what is ethical 
and unethical in the writing world. 

Co-directed and written by Brian Klugman 
and Lee Sternthal; this story within a story 
presents a theme mainly of plagiarism, and 
a hint of love, loss and tragedy. All of these 
ingredients come together to create an 
unforgettable film. 

The film starts with a book an acclaimed 
author, Clay Hammond (Dennis Quaid), 
had written. His novel tells the tail of Rory, 
living off his father’s money with his loving 
wife, Dora (Zoe Saldana.) Rory discovers a 
stack of old, yellowing papers in an antique 
briefcase he had purchased from a store in 
Paris. He reads to discover a fully written 
novel. 

The never-published novel is everything 
he ever wanted his writing to be. Thinking 
about this book day and night, Rory decides 
to type it up, changing not one comma, not 
one period. He passes it as his own and 
manages to get it published. Readers go 

By Allie Napoli 
The Words leaves audience speechless 

wild and Rory is introduced to the world 
he always dreamed of being a part of.  

Rory thinks he’s gotten away with the 
stolen words until he unexpectedly meets 
an old man (Jeremy Irons) on a bench in 
town. Rory soon discovers whose words he 
had stolen and the emotional toll it takes 
on him. 

The story has only some closure, but 
ultimately leaves the viewer in a state of 
what’s real and what’s not. Once Rory’s 
story has been told, even Clay, the author, 
has to differentiate truth from fiction. 
This leaves the viewer thinking about each 
possibility at the end of the film.

“You have to choose between life and 
fiction. The two are very close, but they 
never really touch.”

Because the story within a story is so 
puzzling, Clay must explain the different 
between fact and fiction to one of his 
readers (Olivia Wilde.) As he tells her this, 
it is as if he is convincing himself; which, 
again confuses the viewer. 

As the film goes on, viewers will find 
it almost impossible to fall in love with 
Rory, and find themselves rooting for 

him throughout the entire film. This is the 
same with each character in the film. The 
relationship between Dora and Rory will 
melt viewer’s hearts. As these loves are 
being formed, the old man’s words will 
come in and pull the viewers in another 
heart wrenching direction.

This film is not only for the people who 
enjoy reading or writing. This may give non-
readers and writers a better appreciation 
for the power of words and the sense of 
ownership felt over a writer’s creation. 
Words come to be more than a story. They 
become part of people’s lives, their escape 
from the rest of the world. For many writers, 
words are all they have. 4/5
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