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“A man who carries a cat by the tail learns 
something he can learn in no other way. ”

- Mark Twain

So here I am, sitting in RC 210, trying to figure out what to write 
about. When Karly, our PR director and editor-in-chief of this 
fine magazine, told me to start writing, I specifically asked her 
what I should talk about. Did she have any recommendations? 
Was there anything I should avoid discussing in these 750 
(approximate number, please don’t count them) words?

She told me to write about anything I wanted. Did she mean 
it? Why yes, yes she did. I can write 750 words on anything I 

want.
Naturally, my first thought was to write on survival techniques of the honey badger, but 

I figured I should stick to things at least semi-relevant. Perhaps my first column should be 
about the past two-and-a-half years, and we can figure out together how an education major 
like me has a column in the magazine of the #1 college radio station in the nation.

All I wanted when I came into school was to join the Music Department here at the station 
to quietly build my arsenal of music.  I’ll be honest, I liked where that took me. 

Despite my desire to teach someday, I found that writing music reviews was fun, and I 
slowly worked my way into the blog and the Buzzworthy. Before I knew it I was offering to 
make posters, go chalking, and window paint for Buzz events. I was forced into taking a radio 
show by some upperclassmen and though I never admitted it for fear of their egos exploding, 
I really loved that show.

I’m not sure when I started spending more time on the 2nd floor of the Reilly Center than 
on 3rd Rob, but I know I never looked back.

As it turns out, that wasn’t a bad thing. The more I worked up at WSBU, the more cool 
opportunities I was given. I’ve gotten to interview bands and artists on-air, read newscasts, 
broadcast from the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and stood in the press box for a men’s hockey 
game. 

My new time slot on Sunday mornings have become the best part of my week. I built up 
my knowledge of pop culture on Sporcle, and one time, in a wiki race, I managed to get from 
“Sigmund Freud” to “T-shirt” (what? It doesn’t have to be all work here all the time). 

Working with DJs and programming music for the radio became my weekly routine, and 
somehow I became the mayor of WSBU on Foursquare.

It all started because I went to the Buzz’s general interest meeting that first semester of my 
freshman year.

I know, I know, now you’re all mad because this was supposed to be a fun column based on 
some of my stories of the Buzz and now it seems like this whole thing was a shameless plug 
for the general interest meeting, but it’s not. I’m not trying to say that you have to come to the 
interest meeting on Jan. 26th at 8:30 p.m. in Murphy Auditorium, all I’m saying is that’s how 
I got started. 

I won’t even mention all of the cool things you can sign up for, like calling sports games, 
hosting your own radio show, reading the news, writing for the music blog and the Buzzworthy, 
being a professional contact for local businesses, or organizing and promoting events on 
campus. If I mentioned any of that stuff you’d think I was trying too hard, and I don’t want 
that.

Okay, so maybe I am trying a little too hard, but it’s not my fault. I only mention it because I 
want to see you sign up for a department and see where it takes you. No matter who you are or 
what you’re looking to do up here, I can pretty much guarantee that nothing bad will come of 
it (except maybe your roommate will miss you when you start spending all of your spare time 
hanging out up here).

So I challenge you (yes, challenge you), to sign up for something you think you might enjoy. 
I challenge you to get a radio show, write music reviews, or join our promotions department. 
I challenge you to come up and check out WSBU, and I also challenge you to a wiki race when 
you get here (you can even pick the starting and end points if you want). You won’t regret it.

(And for those of you still counting, this column was exactly 750 words)

- Jess Rehac
Station Manager
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WSBU Welcomes its 
newest board members

Check out their bios on wsbufm.net!

Chris Schepner 
Sports Director

WSBU’s 
General Interest 
Meeting will be 
on Thursday, 
January   26 
at 8:30 p.m. 
in Murphy 

Auditorium. 

The Laurel’s 
general interest 

meeting will 
be Thursday, 

January 26 at 6 
p.m. in RC 219

There will be 
an overnight 

retreat at 
Mt. Irenaeus 
this Friday, 
January 27. 

Vans will leave 
the Merton 

Center at 4 p.m. 
and return to 
campus at 11 

a.m. Saturday. 
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Gotye
Making Mirrors

Australia’s genre-connoisseur, Walter 
De Backer, aka Gotye, is burning through 
airwaves nearly four months after the 
Australian release of his sophomore album, 
Making Mirrors. 

Singles such as “Somebody That I Used 
to Know,” and “Easy Way Out,” have been 
hitting local radio stations in the last month 
on heavy rotation (a proper radio term for 
beating the living hell out of a song).

 Little can be done, or will be done to 
stop that heavy rotation because Making 
Mirrors is nothing short of pop-brilliance 
that infuses elements of soul and alternative 
to make a provisional-pop sound. It’s a 
far step up from Gotye’s first attempt, 
Like Drawing Blood, a convoluted, and 
basically directionless album.

 The album single “Somebody That I 
Used to Know,” is a painful number of 
a rather difficult break-up between a 
seemingly deprived Gotye and his lover, 
who had supposedly done him wrong via 
alienation. It showcases some eighties 
qualities that would have been used by Phil 
Collins mixing ambient synths and a heavy 
bass line. It also transitions from melody 
based to harmony heavy when 21-year-old 
Kimbra—A New Zealand born bevy— coos 
an equally painful story. The duet climaxes 
when Kimbra tells Gotye his neglectful 
ways. The song’s message, partnered with 

the accommodating music video, shows in 
the most indie way possible that Gotye is 
no longer recognizing the person he used 
to be in love with.

The precursor to “Somebody That I 
Used To Know,” is an upbeat, yet fuzzed 
out number, “Easy Way Out.” Gotye 
infuses his artistic spin on a racing level 
that causes Making Mirrors to begin to 
evolve into a full-fledged composition as 
opposed to a makeshift heap of songs. The 
song is arguably similar to the style Foster 
the People have taken to in the past year 
with hits such as “Pumped Up Kicks,” and 
“Helena Beat.” Mirroring or not, Gotye 
takes on the next genre, flips it on its head, 
and masters it skillfully.

 The two songs back to back show 
the struggle from taking the easy road, 
to dealing with the consequences of 
neglecting certain important areas. It pulls 
the album to a new level when exposing the 
human psyche on such a nominal level (if 
you look at music as being something of 
little influence, that’s it).  

 A soulful, Cee-Lo-esque number, “I Feel 
Better,” is possibly the follow-up to last 
years hit “Forget You.” It’s only obvious 
that it follows “Somebody That I Used to 
Know.” It’s a song in which the catchy hook 
rings out the title of the song that professes 
the singers feelings changing to brighter 

skies, greener grasses, rainbows and 
unicorns (you get the picture I’m sure).

 After “I Feel Better,” the album rings to 
a more joyful tune throughout with some 
Peter Gabriel styled anthems. “State of The 
Art,” is an electronic piece that acts as the 
proverbial glue to the synth-entrancing 
work mirroring the kooky-ness of bands 
such as The Avalanches.

 From Peter Gabriel, Phil Collins, and 
beyond, Gotye should remain exhibiting his 
expansive ways—breaching the unknown 
(or little known) genres will probably be 
his next venture.

 Listen to him on WSBU 88.3 the Buzz, 
where he will surely be on “heavy rotation.” 

Gotye masters multiple genres in Making Mirrors 
By Paige Winston 



The Buzzworthy | wsbufm.net 5January 25, 2012

Asher Roth
Pabst & Jazz

Craig Finn
Clear Heart Full Eyes

Roth impresses with unexpected sincerity 
Recently signed to Def Jam 

Records, Pennsylvania rapper 
Asher Roth released his first 
project under the label, titled 
Pabst & Jazz. Over a wide variety 
of intriguing instrumentals, 
Roth displays his lyrical and 
metaphorical abilities, stringing 
together phrases of vernacular 
genius. 

The first and title track, “Pabst 
& Jazz”, laces Roth’s sultry verse 
over a Jazz piano instrumental, 
setting the tone for the rest of 
the project. 

“Common Knowledge” another 
track that seems to be Asher’s 
cry of protest towards those 
who don’t respect his lyricism, 
includes lines such as: “I be 
sincere, yes dear, guests here, 
press gear, dress queers, fresh 
in my neck beard, next year, net 

year, jet leer, get near, top 
tier, drop tears, no way, not 
here.” 

For those who still believe 
Mr. Roth to be the Top-40 
easy-to-sing-a-long “I Love 
College” kid, I have some 
rough news for you. That 
person no longer exists. 
Instead, what is evident 
after listening through P&J, 
is that a new Asher has 
emerged. A true member 
of the hip-hop community, 
one who hungers for 
impressive beat breaks and 
strives to lyrically out-do 
himself on every track he 
touches. 

Look only to the cast of 
features Roth enlisted on 
this album to see if the 
rap community respects 

the man. Action Bronson, 
A$AP Twelvy, Blu and 
Chuck English are a few of 
the names that jump from 
the screen, yet even on the 
songs with such validated 
hip-hop artists, Asher Roth 
still shines, often times the 
brightest. 

Must listen to tracks 
consist of “Bastermating”, 
“Useless”, “Choices” and 
“More Cowbell”, although 
you may find that the whole 
album is a work of art you 
enjoy through its entirety. 

One thing is for certain, 
whether or not you hear 
him singing about another 
crazy night full of solo 
cups and naked laps, Asher 
Roth ain’ leaving hip-hop 
anytime soon.

By James Riley 

The first thing you need 
to know about a Craig 
Finn solo album is that 
The Hold Steady did not 
break up. This is simply 
another exploratory project 
for Finn’s detailed lyrical 
narratives — this time 
with the stories told over 
something other than the 
world’s greatest bar band.

Indeed, in barely their 
eight years together, The 
Hold Steady have cranked 
out five impressive studio 
releases in addition to 
playing innumerable live 

shows (the real bread 
and butter of the band). 
So it’s not surprising that 
Finn needs some time off. 
If you’ve ever seen him 
sing at a show, he really 
doesn’t hold anything back, 
eventually becoming a 
sweaty, gravel-voiced rock 
and roll proclaimer.

Immediately, Clear Heart 
Full Eyes is clearly not a 
Hold Steady album. The 
subdued music lets Finn’s 
vocals take the spotlight, 
though he’s never been 
known to be an exceptional 
singer. Instead, Finn’s 
always been the rock 
equivalent of the guy you 
listen to after a few rounds 
of drinks tell endless stories 
about the shady crowd he 
rolls with.

The lyrics are the voice, 
and Clear Heart Full Eyes 
continues this. Beginning 
with the sleepy-eyed 
“Apollo Bay,” Finn decrees 
“My head was really hurtin’” 
over a lethargic beat and 

subtle guitar peal. Before 
long, the tune crescendos with 
burning guitar noise to match 
its murky mood.

The best part about the album 
is how Finn finds chances to 
loosen up, especially with the 
twang-pop of “New Friend 
Jesus,” a track sweeter than 
anything the Hold Steady would 
ever swallow. It’s actually fun, 
and it’s fun to hear Finn have 
some fun after spending all 
those years moping about 
drugs, hookers and shallow 
redemption. “Honolulu Blues” 
sounds like George Thorogood 
if he picked up a dictionary. 
“Terrified Eyes” finds Finns 
stuffing as many syllables into 
a line as he possibly can, but 
that’s to be expected.

As a collection of stories from 
one of rock and roll’s greatest 
lyricists, Clear Heart Full Eyes 
holds up. The music’s good 
enough and the beers are pretty 
close to cold. What else can 
you ask from a Craig Finn solo 
album?

By Pat Hosken 

Craig Finn keeps it lyrical in 
Clear Heart Full Eyes
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Trent Reznor- Atticus Ross 
Girl with the Dragon Tattoo OST 

After the widespread 
acclaim Nine Inch Nails 
frontman Trent Reznor and 
his recording partner Atticus 
Ross earned for 2010’s dark, 
introverted “The Social 
Network” soundtrack, a redux 
was inevitable.

Enter David Fincher’s 
recent masterpiece, “The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo,” 
and its sprawlingly sinister 
soundtrack. 

Reznor and Ross’s 39-track 
sonic journey starts with 

their “Immigrant Song” cover 
featuring Karen O — it’s the 
closest a song can get to being 
like a kick in the you-know-
where.

The rest of the soundtrack 
delves into Reznor’s 
repertoire from his two 
decades as the face of Nine 
Inch Nails, conveying the 
perfect moodiness and 
suspense to hover in the 
background of the film. 

“The Girl With the Dragon 
Tattoo” could easily pass off 

as the third disc of 2000’s The 
Fragile with its mourning 
synths that sing over heart-
pounding percussion.

“Dragon Tattoo” ends with 
a stunningly beautiful song 
featuring How to Destroy 
Angels, the name for Reznor 
and his wife Mariqueen 
Mandiig’s musical project. “Is 
Your Love Strong Enough?” 
soars — it’s the only evidence 
on the album of Reznor 
looking forward rather than 
back into his past.

By Sam Berkhead 

Blu & Exile
Give Me My Flowers While 

I Can Still Smell Them 

Blu & Exile are one of the 
most impressive Rapper/
Producer tandems to 
come out of the West 
Coast in some time, and 
their latest project, “Give 
Me My Flowers While I 
Can Smell Them” is no 
exception. 

Recorded in 2009 but 
just recently released, 
the album shows why 
Blu is considered to be 
among the elite poets of 
hip-hop, and why Exile is 
still god of the samples. 

Beginning with the 
purely instrumental 
track “A Letter.”, The 
harmonic blend of 
Exile’s drum machine 
and Blu’s tonal voice take 
us through a storyline of 
heartbreak, economical 
struggle, and the uphill 
battles of a working class 

writer. 
Tracks to definitely give a listen to are 

“Don’t Be Jelly”, “The Only One” and “Mask 
Your Soul”.

Blu & Exile release pending project from 2009
By James Riley

Reznor and Ross combine talents fror 
“Dragon Tattoo”  soundtrack
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	 Questions?	Concerns?	Compliments?
Get in touch with us at 
wsbufm@sbu.edu, 

message WSBU on Facebook 
or follow us on Twitter, @WSBU. 

WORTHY

Released December 21, 
the fourth installment 
to the infamous Mission 
Impossible films was 
received very well by 
audiences all over.

Ethan Hunt (Tom 
Cruise) and his team are 
back in action. Their first 
assignment is to infiltrate 
the archives room at the 
Kremlin in Russia, however 
he and his team are 
deceived and framed after 
the Kremlin is bombed. 

Tensions between the 
U.S. and Russia were at 
their highest since the 
cold war and Ethan is 
considered to be a terrorist. 
The U.S. Government 
initiates ghost protocol for 
all of IMF, meaning they 

Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol 
exceeds expectationsBy Joey Mullin 

shut the program down 
and all spies involved were 
disbanded and their records 
were destroyed, but their 
mission is incomplete. The 
real bomber of the Kremlin 
stole Russian nuclear codes 
with the belief that world 
peace is only possible after a 
nuclear devastation. Ethan 
and his team are in a race 
against time and once again 
try and do the impossible.

The film was really well 
done. It met and exceeded 
many expectations as 
Mission Impossible 3 didn’t 
match the caliber of the 
previous films.  It had plenty 
of action and suspense. 
From big explosions to car 
chases in a dust storm, the 
film is always twisting and 

turning, but your focus 
never digresses.

 Tom Cruise does a 
fantastic job and should be 
recognized for it. In some of 
his previous films he comes 
off as if he is phoning it in, 
but with Ghost Protocol 
it’s clear he treated his role 
with care.

As a whole it is a pleasing 
film. It’s truly action-
packed and it received a 
93% approval rating on 
rottentomatoes.com, which 
doesn’t happen very often. 

If you’re looking for an 
exciting adventure with 
lots of action and suspense, 
then Mission Impossible: 
Ghost Protocol is where 
your search ends.

Fincher reigns with “Dragon Tattoo” 
By Karly Gombert
David Fincher has truly 

outdone himself with his 
most recent masterpiece 
“Girl With the Dragon 
Tattoo.” Known mainly 
for his directing of “Fight 
Club,” Fincher took on 
the book-based project to 
make American versions 
of the already produced 
Swedish films. 

Fincher grabs the 
audience by the throat in 
the first ten minutes with 
a stunning title sequence, 

featuring “Immigrant 
Song” and quite a bit of 
provocative CGI. 

The film lasts about 2 
hours and 40 minutes, but 
honestly, it’s worth every 
second. Fincher keeps a 
definite hold on audience 
attention until the ending 
credits, drawing you into 
the dark twisted mystery, 
which unfolds and tangles 
around main characters 
played by Rooney Mara and 
Daniel Craig.   

However, this film is 
not for those with weak 
stomachs. Nudity, rape, 
violence and bloodshed are 
all an integral part of the 
storyline—making the film 
a definite adult endeavor. 

Granted, I did not read 
the books beforehand, but 
standing alone as a movie 
“Dragon Tattoo” definitely 
holds its own cinematically. 

Give it a shot, just maybe 
not with your parents or 
anyone under the age of 18. 



General Interest 
Meeting

Thursday, January 26  
8:30 p.m. 

Murphy Aud.
Be There!


