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BUZZWORTHY

A letter 
from the 

EDITORS

From the 
STATION MANAGER...

Hello, staffers :)
After a long, hot summer, the board and I are excited to welcome you back to WSBU! 

We’ve started planning for the semester,  and we certainly have some great ideas. Our main 
focuses for the remainder of 2015 are organization and fundraising. 
In terms of staying organized, the board and I have committed to keeping our Public File 

up-to-date. This means that after every meeting our minutes will be posted in our Public File 
binder, located in file cabinet in the station. Each department’s emails will also be placed in 

Go Bona’s! 
Love,

the Public File binder. Additionally, we now have a calendar in the board room. All department meetings and events will 
be written in, so our staffers and DJs should be more in-the-know about all things Buzz-related this semester.
Our next big push is fundraising. For decades, The Buzz has set the bar high for college radio. We have nine active 

departments, each with hard working and motivated staffers. We have radio shows everyday, almost all day, of the week 
-- and we can’t forget about our devoted listeners from all over the country. Of course, budget cuts put a strain on our 
normal business plan. However, I think it’s time we all accept the challenge to find new, innovative ways to market, grow 
and keep The Buzz as prosperous as it always has been. We may have a few hiccups along the way, but there’s nothing 
the no. 5 college radio station in the nation can’t accomplish with the support of our staffers. I hope to see you all in the 
station throughout the semester.

Jackie Roberts
Station Manager

Welcome to the start of the new semester!

We, in the P.R. Dept. are more than thrilled to have Co-Director, Morgan Statt 
back in little Reilly 210. We also got to keep Miss Kasperek with us for our last 
semester together. You read right; our last semester. As seniors, the three of us 
will be leaving the board come spring-time. We’re devastated to leave the place 
we call home, but we know that we’ll be leaving our department with two new 
co-directors who will continue the legacy of The Buzzworthy. 
Who are these directors, you ask? That’s up to you! This semester we’ll be 

scoping out the best of the best to fill our spots on the board. We encourage you 
to stop by the station and see what you can do to learn more. 
In this issue of The Buzzworthy, we recap the best concerts, preview upcoming 

albums and provide fall fashion ideas. We’re also excited 
to introduce our readers to Chris Gilbert, The Buzz’s new 
Asst. Promotions Director. 
We hope you enjoy this issue. For more things 

“buzzworthy” check out our blog, 
wsbufmthebuzzworthy.com. 

Sincerely,

Morgan Statt   
Alexandra Napoli 
Brianna Kasperek
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WELCOME TO THE BOARD...

Chris Gilbert (middle) with Promotions Director Elyse Breeze (left) and Promotions 
Dept. staffer Stephanie Kennedy (right).

If you came back in another life, 
what would you be and why?
I would definitely come back as 
either an elephant or a Kardashian. 
But I am going to pick an elephant 
because I would never forget 
anything. 

What TV show character do you most 
connect with?
Ted Mosby from How I Met Your 
Mother is my spirit animal.

Last song you 
listened to: 
“We Didn’t Start 
the Fire” by Billy 
Joel.

Favorite emoji:
If I had to go with 
one, it would 
have to be the fire 
emoji, it can slide 
its way into any 
conversation. 

Celebrity crush:
I have two - Carrie Underwood 

and Hayden 
Panettiere.

A strange thing 
people may 
not know about 
me:
I would say a 
strange thing 
people may not 
know about 

me is that when I eat pizza or pie, I 
always have to eat the crust first.

Chris Gilbert



After almost five years, the queen of breakup songs 
may be reclaiming her no. 1 spot on the charts sooner 
than we thought.  
According to Vanity Fair, Billboard has reported 

that Adele is set to release her third album this 
November. 
Considering her last album, 21, landed her six 

Grammys and sold 30 million copies worldwide, it’s 
hard to imagine that she could top it. But if there’s 
one thing Adele has taught us, it’s the power of the 
underdog.
Adele has proven that her soulful R&B tunes can 

enchant just about anyone, as we have seen with both 
21 and 19. Consistency is what we admire about 
Adele, so I’m sure she’ll still be delivering her usual 
kick-ass ballads that we love so much before we 
know it. ∆

Speculation over Adele’s next release
Liam McGurl 

There aren’t many bands working today that can match 
the intensity of San Francisco metal group Deafheaven. 
Even calling them metal is a stretch for the group known 
for incorporating post-rock, shoegaze, and classical 
piano into their doom guitar arrangements. If their 
excellent sophomore album Sunbather is any indicator, 
their follow-up might be the biggest, most ambitious 
album this fall.
Titled New Bermuda and only coming in at five tracks, 

the band’s third album is already beginning to separate 
itself from the sunny pastels of Sunbather. Lead single 
“Brought to the Water” might turn off some of those 
who fell in love with their shoegaze, stampeding 
guitar arrangements that cleared the way for frontman 
George Clarke’s poetic screams. It’s one of the darkest 
Deafheaven songs to date, continuing the theme from 
their 2014 one-off track “From the Kettle to the Coil.”
But as Clarke’s growls subside, the track opens up to 

a haunting piano, showcasing Deafheaven’s trademark 
tonal changes. It moves from the darkest recesses of 
Clarke’s mind to the brighter interludes that made 
Sunbather such a unique metal record. The guitars surge 
as Clarke’s lyrics spiral towards death, evoking hope in a 

Deafheaven continues to rise in metal world 
Justin Peterson

relentlessly bleak setting.
Clarke has said New Bermuda is meant to describe 

"a new destination in life, a nebulous point of 
arrival, and an unknown future where things get 
swallowed up and dragged into darkness." From 
this description, you can expect the lyrics to be 
just as poetic as Sunbather, the words that he roars 
gorgeous amidst the chaos that surrounds him. If one 
thing is certain, it’s that New Bermuda will continue 
Deafheaven’s intriguing rise in the world of metal, 
as they carve their own special niche in a genre that 
has been sorely lacking innovation. ∆  
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FALL ALBUM PREVIEW 
A look at this season’s most anticipated releases 

upcoming effort Caracal, due out 
Sept. 25, is one 

of the most 
anticipated 

of the 
year. 

Disclosure 
is collaborating 

with Sam Smith again on “Omen,” 
a sensual and extremely danceable 
track that looks to spur the new 
release on.  

Chvrches
The synth-pop outfit’s 2013 debut 

release, The Bones of What you 
Believe, showed off the band’s 
ability to create sleek, radio-friendly 
music without alienating their indie 
fan base. If the recently released 
single “Leave a Trace” is any 
indication, Chvrches look to harness 
that skill again on their upcoming 
album, Every Open Eye, coming out 
Sept. 25. 

Deafheaven
Deafheaven took elements of 

both black metal and shoegaze 
to form Sunbather, one of 2013’s 
best and most expansive albums. 
In a recent interview, lead singer 
George Clarke said their next work 
will feature more traditional thrash 
metal components, citing Slayer as 
a big influence. The first taste from 
New Bermuda, called “Brought 
to the Water,” proves Clarke is a 
man of his word. The riff-heavy 
song has drastic break-downs and 
build-ups, sore-throat screams, 
and brutal guitar licks that meld 
into a promising portend for their 
upcoming release, due out Oct. 2. 

Chvrches

deerhunter
It’s always been hard to 

describe Bradford Cox’s 
band Deerhunter. 
While some of their 
work borders on 
experimental, 
they also draw 
heavily from 
classic rock acts 
like the Rolling 
Stones and 
David Bowie. 
Their new single, 
“Snakeskin,” draws 
a lot from the vocal 
range of Mick Jagger and 
the chameleon personality of 
Bowie. Cox and Deerhunter have 
continually been one of indie 
music’s best kept secrets, and 
their new album Fading Frontier, 
coming out Oct. 16, is a safe bet 
to continue that notion. 

Disclosure
Disclosure was the breakout 

group of 2013. They released 
Settle, which would give a new 
breath of life to deep house music, 
a genre that had so far alluded 
critical success. They helped 

launch Sam 
Smith’s career. 
They even 
launched 
an app that 
stylized users’ 
faces similar 
to their album 
artwork. 
Naturally, 
their 

New order
Fans of the critically lauded 

80s dance-rock outfit were 
disappointed in 2007 when 
founding member and bassist Peter 
Hook left the group. However, 
if “Restless,” the new song of 
their forthcoming album Music 
Complete, is proof of what the 
band can do without him, then they 
seem to be in fine shape. The track 
represents the first music they’ve 
created independent of Hook, and 
it sounds like vintage New Order, 

Disclosure

Music Complete 
album

Joanna Newsom

a welcome sign 
for longtime 
fans. ∆  -Daniel 
Leopold
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Joanna Newsom
When she’s not acting and 

narrating in Paul Thomas Anderson 
movies or working with folk legend 
Vashti Bunyan, Joanna Newsom 
is making off-kilter, retrospective, 
and beautiful music. After a five-
year break, she is set to drop Divers 
on Oct. 23. The first glimpse we 
get is "Sapokanikan," a perfect 
representation of Newsom’s odd 
and whimsical career. There are 
arpeggiated pianos, pan flutes, 
and Newsom’s sprite-like voice. 
We’re all expecting nothing short 
of another spectacular piece of 
folk music from the busy singer-
songwriter. fidlar

FIDLAR is set to release their 
sophomore album, Too. The garage 
punk group has released the single 
“40oz On Repeat” along with a 
video that displays the band’s sense 
of humor; the members dressed up 
as Britney Spears and other famous 
figures. ∆   -Marissa McCall

Tobias Jesso Jr. 
Tobias Jesso Jr. is reportedly 

going to release a new album or EP 
this September. His recent album, 
Goon, has been a huge hit with 
critics and fans. Hopefully his new 
album will live up to his previous 
one.

Albums to be Announced 
There are quite a few artists who have not released an official date for 

their albums and are keeping us on the edge of our seats waiting for their 
new music.
Kanye West has promised his new album SWISH for some time now, 

and some people are wondering if he will ever release the album. All I 
can say is Kanye will release the album when Kanye is satisfied with the 
album. 
It was reported that Frank Ocean was to release his album Boys Don’t 

Cry in July, but there is still no album or any word on when it’s supposed 
to be released. 
Rihanna’s new R8 album does not have an official release date, but 

Rihanna doesn’t love anything more than surprising her fans. She posts 
teasers of her new album on Instagram, but there hasn’t been much news 
about the track list or featured artists. 

Kurt Vile
Kurt Vile’s b'lieve i'm goin 

down... is set to release late 
September, but he has already 
shared with us the track list and a 
new single off of the album, Pretty 
Pimpin. You can also check out the 
“Pretty Pimpin” music video on 
Youtube!

Tobias Jesso Jr. Joanna Newsom

Frank Oceam

7wsbuthebuzzworthy.com



8 September 2015 The Buzzworthy

FIND YOUR FIT AT THE BUZZ

As a member of  the Music Department you'll 
get to listen to the newest music in the indie/
alternative world. Staffers write album reviews, 
which are posted on our blog. Staffers also have 
the opportunity to attend concerts with press 
passes (that means free) to interview and pho-
tograph bands. 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Our staffers in the News Department write and 
broadcast their own stories for the Buzz every 
day at noon and 5 p.m. We offer national and in-
ternational stories as well as entertainment and 
local stories for each show. Joining Bona News 
Now is a great way to expand your writing ca-
pabilities and be able to feature your work on 
the air. Staffers also have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in live interviews with campus clubs and 
organizations. We record every newscast so that 
our anchors can add their shows to a portfolio 
based on the internship hours they receive when 
they participate. Bona News Now helps to in-
form the campus and local communities about 
what’s happening in our area and in the world. 
Joining our team will improve your radio experi-
ence and assure that you have fun doing it!

NEWS DEPARTMENT

Our department is at the core of  the radio sta-
tion.  We play the music that you hear everyday.  
Without us, there would be no radio station, 
so if  any other department thinks that they’re 
more important than we are or tries to tell you 
such malarkey, they’re wrong and you should 
smack them softly.  In addition to the music 
that we program, we are also in charge of  all 
radio shows put on by students and faculty.  We 
are the overseers of  the Buzz, so if  you want to 
have a show, you have to talk to us.  Kind of  like 
if  someone wants someone “taken care of” in 
The Godfather, they have to go through Don Vito 
Corleone, minus the whole violence thing. Just 
ask us, and we will surely get you a show time.      

PROGRAMMING DEPARTMENT

Here in Production, you’ll help create bumps, 
buffers, PSAs, Legal IDs and promotions. Basi-
cally anything that’s not music or someone talk-
ing live, you’ll have a hand in making. If  you’re 
familiar with Audacity or Audition, you’re al-
ready off  to a great start. If  not, don’t worry.  
We’ll teach you everything that you need to know 
to be a Prodo Dept. champion. What you create 
can be a great addition to your digital portfolio. 
It’s a pretty cool feeling to know that something 
you created is being broadcasted to thousands 
of  people. So join our department. Do it. 

PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT
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When joining the Sports Department, staff  
members will be assigned a time slot to write 
and broadcast sportscasts on the daily news-
casts. In addition, staff  members will have the 
opportunity to appear on the weekly sports talk 
show, “The Pregame,” write sports articles for 
The Buzzworthy, broadcast live sports, and ap-
pear on the men’s basketball gameday pregame 
show broadcasted live from the Hickey. The 
sports directors are looking for sports fanatics 
who are willing to broadcast sports news and 
information in a fun and energetic atmosphere.

SPORTS DEPARTMENT

At WSBU, the Promotions Department is re-
sponsible for creating and coordinating promo-
tional programs and events for the station. The 
Promotions team represents the station as we 
interact with the public and with the other de-
partments. We are responsible for managing 
and maintaining all forms of  social media such 
as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram in order to 
increase involvement and active listening among 
students on campus.
We are, evidently, the most exciting department 

for the sole fact that you are gaining internship 
experience to tweet and Facebook for The Buzz. 
You will gain experience in marketing, advertis-
ing and communication through the strategic 
use of  social media, Photoshop and organizing 
fun, interactive events that will remind people 
why we are ranked the No. 3 college radio sta-
tion in the nation.

PROMOTIONS DEPARTMENT

Within the Business Department here at WSBU 
88.3 The Buzz, students get the opportunity to 
learn a number of  business-related skills that 
will help them personally and professionally for 
the ongoing future. After learning these skills, 
students begin by getting hands-on experience 
in reaching out to local businesses in the Ole-
an/Allegany area to sell the various advertising 
packages that the department has to offer. From 
there, students learn the proper ways of  creating 
and implementing on-air, print, and web promo-
tions for businesses. Students essentially learn 
what it’s like to have clients and what needs to 
be done in order to keep your clientele satisfied.

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
Ever wondered what the P.R. Department does? 

Well, you’re looking at it. 
Part of  our job is putting together The Buzzwor-

thy each month. We come up with story ideas, 
edit our staffers’ stories, and design the layout 
for that month’s issue. 
If  you enjoy doing creative work like graphic de-

sign, then P.R. is the department for you!
We also manage the Buzzworthy blog where 

our staffers write about topics that interest them 
such as music, entertainment, fashion, or news. 
In addition to The Buzzworthy, we are in charge 

of  planning events, and we’re always looking for 
new ways to rep the station. 
If  you’re creative, like social media, and want 

to join the coolest department at the Buzz, then 
join P.R.!

Last semester’s Board of Directors.
From left to right: (back) Matt Hoey, Jason Klaiber, Ryan 
McDonough, Allie Napoli, Allison Plante, Elyse Breeze; 
(middle) Bri Kasperek, Justin Peterson, Daniel Cowan, Kirk 
Windus, Ini Ikpot, Nate Discavage, Sam Catalfamo; (front) 
Natalie Kucko, Emily Rosman, Jackie Roberts, Bradley 
Wigsten, and Whitney Downard.
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The Governors Ball Sean Lynch

THE 
SUMMER 
LINE-UP

A look into this summer’s 
best shows and festivals, 
as told by BW writers

The Governors Ball music festival, 
held on Randall's Island, creates an 
amazing atmosphere with the help of 
the Manhattan skyline as its backdrop. 
Some of the performers were even 
bigger than New York City: Drake 
and My Morning Jacket. The festival 
also gave some love to smaller name 
performers like Priory and People 
Under The Stairs. It included a variety 
of genres, giving people a chance to 
discover new music or enjoy an old 
classic.
The music began with Priory. 

After facing problems with sound 
equipment, they rallied back and 
fought through the rain as they played 
“Weekend” and other material off their 
self-titled album. The group helped get 
the crowd ready for the night despite 
the bad weather.
Because of the smaller crowd, 

Benjamin Booker unfortunately 
proved to be one of the more 
underrated performers of the day. 
But, he rewarded his fans with a 
lively performance. Booker shredded 
through his set with songs like “Have 
You Seen My Son” and “Violent 
Shiver.” He also impressed his fans 
with covers of Otis Redding’s “Shout 
Bamalama” and Furry Lewis’ “Falling 
Down Blues.”

Florence + the Machine drew one of 
the larger crowds of the day, making 
it more difficult to get towards the 
stage. Even from far away, the band 
captivated the crowd with renditions of 
“Ship to Wreck” and “Dog Days Are 
Over.”  Florence Welch danced and 
jumped around stage full of joy while 
ignoring the fact that she had a broken 
foot. She said “I keep forgetting that I 
broke my foot, and I keep jumping up 
and down.” The crowd fed off of her 
positive energy, dancing and singing 
along.
Drake proved to be the most 

energetic performer of the day as he 
made the crowd go wild when he 
kicked off his set with “Legend.” 
Some of the highlights from his 
performance included “Trophies,” 
“Worst Behavior” and “0 to 100.” He 
also performed some lighter songs 
including “Find Your Love” and “Hold 
On, We’re Going Home.”  
The day was filled with excitement, 

but there were just a few hiccups. Rae 
Sremmurd, one half of the duo Slim 
Jimmy, fell off an amp into a light 
during their performance of “Unlock 
The Swag."  Sremmurd climbed back 
onstage, and medical staff rushed 
to his aid. Unfazed by his injury, he 
said, "I got a big ass piece of glass in 
my leg, so if you got that video, put 

that shit on Instagram." Sway Lee, 
the duo's counterpart, continued the 
set, but it felt as if it was missing 
energy without his partner. Some of 
the sound systems struggled on the 
first day due to the rain. Performances 
by Priory and Black Pistol Fire were 
hurt by feedback and delays caused by 
drenched speakers.
Even with a few mishaps, the 

festival hung strong. The first day of 
Governors Ball was a great start to the 
three-day event. ∆
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Over the summer, I attended the Fifth 
Harmony concert at the Palace Theatre 
in Troy, NY.  While I originally 
attended the show to appease my 
younger sister, I left the event nothing 
short of impressed.
While I had heard songs such as 

“Worth It” and “Like Mariah,” on the 
radio, I wouldn’t have called myself a 
“Harmonizer” by any means.  In fact, 
this group's sound couldn't have been 
further from the light indie music I 
usually listen to.
When the day of the concert arrived, 

my sister and I made our way to 
the Palace Theatre, claimed our 
balcony seats and anxiously waited 
for the show to begin.  The opening 
acts began with Natalie La Rose, 
most often noted for her hit-single 
“Somebody.”  
While La Rose saved this track for 

the end of her performance, I had a 
great time jamming out to a number 
of her tracks I hadn’t heard before.  La 
Rose brought a ton of excitement to 
her set visually while still delivering 
some kick-ass vocals.  La Rose’s 
short opening performance seemed 
to last for hours, with all her crazy 
dance moves and hair flips.  Overall, I 
couldn’t have loved this performance 
anymore.
After La Rose, her two backup 

dancers, and her DJ exited the stage, 
Bea Miller assumed her place under 
the spotlight.  Before attending this 
event, I actually hadn’t even heard of 
Miller—but I was beyond impressed 
with her short opener.  Miller sang a 
number of her popular hits, including 
“Fire N Gold” and “Rich Kids,” as 
well as an outstanding cover of Nick 
Jonas’ “Chains.”  Throughout her 
performance, Miller spoke of her 
family's financial struggles growing 
up as well as the feelings of rejection 
she had as a child.  I was inspired by 

Miller’s story and her desire to help 
those who feel ostracized by their 
peers.  In addition to the positive 
messages lining Miller’s songs, her 
electric vocals filled the room from 
beginning to end.  Despite her tiny 
stature and bright blonde hair, Miller 
had a surprisingly punk-rock voice—
something I wouldn’t expect from a 
performer often featured on popular 
radio stations.
Following Miller was the last 

opener of the night Common Kings, 
a California-based reggae band 
comprised of four young men.  
Common Kings was by far my favorite 
performance of the night, playing their 
more recognized materials such as 
“No Other Love” and “Wade In Your 
Water.”  While I hadn’t heard of this 
group before the event, I am a definite 
fan after hearing them live.  Actually, I 
sat on my phone buying all their songs 
off iTunes during the concert. Both 
instrumentally and vocally, there was 
nothing this group couldn’t do.  
After Common Kings’ final hurrah, 

Fifth Harmony opened with their 
single “BO$$.”  Above all else, I was 
the most shocked with the caliber of 
these five girls’ soulful voices.  Band 
members Ally Brooke Hernandez, 
Normani Kordei, Dinah Jane Hansen, 
Camila Cabello and Lauren Jauregui, 
all shared an equal amount of time 
on the mic—one never overpowered 
the other.  It’s rare that the live 
performance of a popular track is more 
impressive than the recording, but 
Fifth Harmony proved it’s possible.
Not only did these girls deliver 

vocally, but they did so while 
executing some pretty intense dance 
moves.  Through every hair flip, twerk, 
and twirl, the group managed to stay in 
perfect harmony.
While I never thought I’d say 

it, I have to admit I’m a certified 
Harmonizer after attending this event.  
I highly recommend going to a Fifth 
Harmony show. From the visuals and 
the vocals to the opening acts and the 
fun-hearted crowd, this concert has 
something for everyone. ∆

Fifth Harmony Liam McGurl
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OSHEAGA MUSIC FESTIVAL Justin Peterson
It was a scorcher at the Osheaga 

Music Festival on July 29. The 
temperature in Montreal reached the 
nineties, causing the crowd of hippies, 
hipsters and adult chaperones to 
sweat during the seemingly endless 
music. The crowd was still amped 
after Florence + The Machine’s epic 
headlining set the night before, and the 
beautiful park was crowded as soon as 
the first set began.
Having only come for the day, I was 

greeted at Osheaga with bad news. 
One of my favorite rappers Action 
Bronson would not be making his 
set due to travel inconveniences. 
Thankfully, this left me free to see 
St. Vincent, and her performance had 
me completely forgetting my earlier 
dismay at Bronson’s absence. 
If you’ve never seen St. Vincent 

live, you need to. She was without a 
doubt the best live guitarist I’ve ever 
seen. She moved around the stage 
robotically in her crazy leather outfit, 
only dropping the act to rip her guitar 
solos. The track I was most excited 
for, “Huey Newton,” ended up being 
the best of her set. She cooed into the 

microphone right up until her backup 
guitarist shuffled to her side, and 
the two demolished the guitar solo 
facing each other. Once the solo was 
complete, St. Vincent stood out on the 
ledge and faced her adoring fans.
Kendrick Lamar was the headliner 

that day, but there were plenty of other 
hip-hop acts scattered throughout the 
various stages. It was during the Nas 
set that the weather decided to quickly 
change. As the rap veteran started the 
first few bars of “New York State of 
Mind,” it began to downpour. This 
made for a frenetic set; the crowd 
danced and jumped even as the rain 
poured down on us all.
The set I was the most wary about 

was Weezer, but they managed to 
surprise and put on a great show. 
Rivers Cuomo didn’t move around 
much, but his vocals were still on 
point. They managed to play all 
of their most popular tracks, from 
“Beverly Hills” to “Buddy Holly,” 
and everybody in attendance knew 
every word. Cuomo’s adorable kids 
even came out on stage, his daughter 
playing keyboard on a couple tracks, 

and his younger son playing a pretend 
inflatable guitar. I found myself 
wishing for some Pinkerton tracks, but 
they stuck to the singles.
As good as all the sets I made it to 

were, nothing will ever compare to 
Kendrick Lamar’s headlining set. 
It’s rare to be a part of a crowd that 
unabashedly loves the performer 
so much, and this was the case for 
Kendrick at Osheaga. Opening with 
“Money Trees” (no Jay Rock guest 
appearance, though), Kendrick joined 
his backing jazz band and hyped the 
crowd. He played a lot of his good 
Kid m.A.A.d city  tracks and still got 
around to his To Pimp a Butterfly 
favorites like “King Kunta” and “i.” 
The crowd’s love for Kendrick 

was palpable when all of Osheaga 
screamed “we gon’ be alright” in 
unison, leaving Kendrick squatting at 
the end of the stage with a sly grin on 
his face. It was the perfect end to an 
incredible day of music, culminating 
in a once-in-a-lifetime performance 
from one of the best rappers in the 
game. ∆
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I couldn’t contain myself. Marcus 
Mumford appeared on stage, and the 
hysterics began. I had waited years 
to see this band. There was no way 
I would hold back my excitement. 
Buried in the pit, I poked my head 
out from the roaring crowd to witness 
the splash of lights, collection of 
instruments (including the banjo), and 
the plethora of peace signs in the air. 
The Mumford & Sons concert at The 
Commons in Niagara-On-The-Lake 
was more than a summer memory; 
the experience reminded me that good 
musicians still exist. The band not 
only entertained, but they shared their 
passion with thousands of screaming 
fans. 
Son Little and The Maccabees 

opened the show. Both bands 
performed with strong vocals, but the 
30,000 fans filling up The Commons 
were anxious for the main event. 
Marcus joined The Maccabees on-
stage and ultimately teased everyone 
into thinking the rest of the band 
would take over. Just kidding. Two 

Summer’s final weekend held an 
exceptional treat for the 30,000+ 
fans of the legendary jam band, 
Phish. From Aug. 21-23, “phans” 
descended upon the Watkins Glen 
International Racetrack for Phish’s 
10th festival dubbed “Magnaball.”  
With seven planned sets and one 
late-night secret jam, the Vermont-
based quartet delighted fans from 
across the country to right down the 
road.
Between the nearly 12 hours of 

music, unheard of from a single 
band during festival season, Phish 
fans were treated to a variety of 
events and activities to pass the 
time between sets.  The Bunny, 
an on-site radio station playing 
on a local FM broadcast and over 
SiriusXM, played live hits and 
freeform.   Vendors from far and 
wide sold goods to festivalgoers, 
including an on-site Ben and 
Jerry’s. A Ferris wheel illuminated 
the night sky, providing brilliant 
kaleidoscope lights for onlookers.  
Art formations scattered the festival 
grounds, including a phony science 
center featuring monkey-men 
christened “The Glert Institute.”  A 
Relix’s sponsored newspaper The 
Ball Street Journal kept every fan 
in the loop. From Family Feud-
styled games and early morning 
yoga classes, there was something 
for every phan at Magnaball.

hours later, Mumford & Sons graced 
the stage. After battling heat stroke 
and strangers attempting to move up 
a few steps, the night could’ve easily 
been a bust. Yet, once the music rang 
out from the speakers, my second 
wind kicked in. 
Mumford & Sons played a variety 

of styles. After releasing their latest 
album, Wilder Man, I was expecting to 
hear their new alternative rock tracks. 
“The Cave,” “Little Lion Man,” “Roll 
Away Your Stone,” and “Lover of the 
Light” brought the band’s original 
vibe back to life. During “Dustbowl 
Dance,” Marcus performed a powerful 
drum solo as a waterfall of lights 
rained down from the ceiling of the 
stage. In true Wilder Man fashion, 
Marcus kicked over the drum set. 
“The Wolf,” a personal favorite of 

mine from the new album, wrapped 
up the evening. It was quite the 
conclusion to a night filled with great 
music and an occasional elbow to the 
face.  ∆

Mumford & Sons 
Jillian Hammell

PHISH
Allison Plante
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Although the attractions were a sight 
to behold, the musical stylings of Trey 
Anastasio, Jon Fishman, Mike 
Gordon and Page McConnell are 
the real reason why Magnaball 
sold out nearly a week before 
the festival began.  Three 
decades of fan favorites pulled 
all the sets together. The fun jam 
“Simple” opened the weekend 
up. Friday’s sets were intermixed 
with new hits like “No Men in 
Man’s Land” and tried-but-true 
classics such as “Farmhouse.”  
An unforgettable “Bathtub Gin” 
had the whole crowd grooving 
and flinging token glow sticks 
in every direction.  Trey even 
squeezed in a crowd-cheered 
“Happy Birthday” dedication to 
his daughter on her 20th birthday.
Saturday’s four epic sets had many 

fans in agreement: Saturday was the 
best day of the weekend. Under a hot 
summer sun, classics like “The Moma 

PHISH continued
Dance” and “Run Like An Antelope” 
were accompanied by crowd-surfing 
beach balls and inflatable whales.  
The first night set opened up with 

“Wolfman’s Brother” and ended up a 
fun-filled “Tweezer.” However, it was 
the second night set that truly fulfilled 
fans’ desires. The biggest highlight 
was the new jam “Blaze On.” After 

a good 15 minutes, the song 
transformed into “Possum.” The set 
ended with “Tweezer Reprise,” but 
fans knew it wasn’t the end of the 

night. It had been hotly debated 
where the secret set would take 
place, and about an hour later, a 
50-minute jam took place at the on-
site drive-in movie theater. 
They say you should never miss 

a Sunday show, and Phish proved 
why such a mistake would be 
unforgivable.  The first set featured 
a few songs from the band’s studio 
album released last year, Fuego. 
But, it was the final set that had 
fans on the absolute edge. The 
set was consistently teased with 
“Martian Monster,” filled with 
funky keys and basslines. Sprinkle 
that in with favorites like “Twist,” 
and you have the perfect end to a 

festival. A fireworks show sparkled 
in the night sky as phans retreated 
to their campsites. Magnaball was 
a summer vacation live music 
enthusiasts won’t soon forget. ∆

There’s no question that this year’s VMAs had a whole other level of 
drama and a fair share of awkward moments—Taylor Swift and Nicki 
Minaj’s Twitter fight was the perfect launch to the trainwreck before it 
even started. Then there’s the Nicki vs. Miley on-stage battle. Let’s just 
face it: Nicki is nuts. 
But why do people watch the VMAs to begin with? We know how 

credible they aren’t. So what’s the point. 
People love watching things that are sadder than themselves. And the 

production mistakes proved this true. Let’s play a game: during the 
reruns, count how many things have been edited since the live show. 
Whoever counts the most mistakes fixed wins!
 Kanye accepting the annual Video Vanguard Award was pure mind-

numbing entertainment. A 12-minute acceptance speech is only 
acceptable when Kanye is announcing his running for president after 
admitting he presently smoked a joint. 
Knowing all of this, I have one question: why spend money on therapy 

when you can watch the VMAs?

It keeps getting better
why people actually watch the VMAs

Alicia Maldonado
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TRENDY 
SNEAKERS
From Keds to 
Converse, trendy 
sneakers are a 
cute and practical 

ROMPERS
Not only are rompers 
adorable and comfy, 
they also make the 
struggle of piecing 
an outfittogether 
non-existent. As the 
weather gets cooler, 
throw a cardigan 
on to give your 
summery romper a 
fresh fall feel.

CASUAL STRIPES
Stripes are a good way to add 
contrast to your outfit without 

the accessories.

HIGH-NECKED RACER TOPS
Depending on your mood, you 
can wear these out on the town 
or to class during the day. 

SHIRT DRESSES
You can’t go wrong wearing one of 
these. They’re basically boho-chic, 

compliment-inducing pajamas.

CHUNKY KNITS
For the misty 

mornings and colder 
days of September, 

it never hurts to 
keep a few good 
chunky sweaters 

in your closet. 
They feel like 

heaven and look 
amazing.

CARDIGANS
In my opinion, you can 

never have too many 
cardigans. They make 

summer outfits last a few 
more weeks and make 

fall outfits just warm 
enough.

BOOTIES
One cannot properly transition 
into fall without purchasing the 
perfect pair of ankle booties.

FALL FASHION
YOUR ULTIMATE 

GUIDE TO

SARAH VADEN

way to pull an 
outfit together. 
Plus, you can wear them with 
virtually anything.

It’s official—August has come to an end. As we transition into the school year, 
the leaves aren’t the only things that are changing. Here are some fun fall trends to 

help you beat the post-summer depression.




